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Gibson brings colour to NSL opening round 


Chad Gibson: Seconds after scoring Marconi’s second goal in stoppage time. 


By John Economos 


had Gibson, Marconi’s 24- 
Ce right wingback, last 
Friday night not only hero- 
ically scored both of his team’s goals 
to send the Parramatta Power 
crashing to a 0-2 defeat, but brought 
down the Parramatta Stadium with 
a classic and spontaneous ‘double 
act’ with seconds left from fulltime, 
‘The rangy goalscoring defender or 
midfielder who has a powerful and 
burning ambition to this year force his 
way into the Australian team, cracked 
the entire Stadium in the last minute of 


THE GOOD OIL... 


PAGES 4-5 


the match with his brilliance, imagina- 
tion and flair. 

Playing for the first time together 
for Marconi with his older brother 
John, 30, who Marconi recently 
signed, Chad really tumed it on for the 
paying customer. 

Having scored Marconi’s first goal 
in the 64th minute, and with the Power 
battling to save a League point 
through an equaliser, Marconi was 
suddenly awarded a stoppage time free 
Kick. 

The gallant Gibson, who just idolis- 
es his brother John as well as Africa’s 
Nelson Mandela, promptly stepped up 


NSL SPECIAL 


to slam an outswinging free kick 
around the ‘wall’ that crashed into the 
top left-hand comer of the target. 

Instantly, Chad exploded with emo- 
tion as he raced to the sidelines to try 
and hug his idol (brother John). 

With his left arm, Chad was reach- 
ing out to grab brother John, whilst 
simultaneously lifting his Marconi 
playing shirt with his right hand. 

Having lifted his Marconi playing 
strip, Chad revealed underneath a 
white T-Shirt with the large wording in 
red, emblazoned across his chest that 
read. “I’m his brother” , with an arrow 
below pointing directly to the left at 


FEATURE 


PACE & 


brother John. 

In those fabulous seconds of jubila- 
tion, the whole sensational spectacle 
could have so easily turned to disaster, 

The lurking referee Matthew 
Breeze was ever so close by, just wait- 
ing, (in fact preying), for Chad to ille- 
gally step over the sideline to be able 
to book him. 

Such a cruel and idiotic disaster did 
in fact happen on the same night, but 
over in Adelaide. 

South Melbourne’s striker and scor- 
er of two goals, Andy Vlahos, was 
booked twice for ripping off his shirt 
in jubilation each time he scored. 


| FULL REVISED NSL DRAW 
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SPIRIT’S FIRST 


HOME GAME 


orthern Spirit is pulling out all 
Ne to recreate the party 

atmosphere at North Sydney 
Oval for Friday night’s first home game 
of the season against Sydney Olympic. 

The Club has organised for a velcro 
wall, horizontal bungy, gladiator dual, a 
jumping castle, face painting and the 
Triple M giant stereo to entertain the 
young and the young at heart. 

Once inside the ground there will be a 
giant Northern Spirit flag giveaway, a 
giant TV screen, prize draws, cheerlead- 
ers, fireworks and a curtain raiser at 6pm 
between Manly Warringah and Ku-Ring- 
Gai. 

. Gates open at Spm with the main attrac- 
tion “Norther Spirit v Sydney Olympic” 
kicking off at 7.30pm. 

Northem Spirit media and PR Manager 
David Masen stated to ABSW, “We are 
trying to recreate that magnificent family 
atmosphere that makes North Sydney 
Oval so special on a Friday night. 

“As well as a first class game of foot- 


some great games over the past two years, 
member of the family.” 


Club and we are aiming to give our fans a 
special treat on and off the field.” 


KKK with all media welcome to come and 
speak to every Spirit player and officials 
Wr was the former Socceroo seen from Northem Spirit and Glasgow 


training with Northern Spirit last Rangers 
week? 


Castro agreed to terms with 


sneak 


preview 


ABSW’s new emai 


Gabriel Mendez: Spirit's new 
captain 

The highly regarded player was spotted 
Tunning around in Spirit gear. 

There could be an announcement in the 
ball between two teams that have played pear future coming from the Club. 
i i a Further news from the Spirit, it will 
we are trying to give something for every hold a media launch on Thursday with 
ie David Murray flying out from Scotland 

Mason went on to add, “We have — for the launch and the first home match 
brought in some very good players to our against Sydney Olympic. 

The launch will take place at the pic- 
turesque North Sydney Oval at 10.30am 


Cosmos Gets Castro 


idfield playmaker Alex lost 2-1. 


“It’s a great relief, 1 just want to 
play and the deal with the club 


CALKING WITH MR EDA 


he NSL season is off and running 
for another year and I tell you ydney United have launched 
what, it doesn’t take long to get back themselves an unofficial new 
into the swing of it, Opening night nickname ~The Bravehearts. Kind of 
last Friday saw the Power take on — ironic considering they were playing 
Marconi and if not for the slippery Northen Rangers... I mean Spirit! 
conditions and appalling state of the The William Wallace influence 
pitch we might have actually seen a must have worked... they won! 
good match. Although I must be honest, I'd 
To their credit both teams fought rather see Sydney United known as 
valiantly and deserved what they got. The Crows or The Eagles etc... 
Full marks to the 5299 who also 
braved the conditions. iB he to popular demand and 
numerous changes we have re- 
sa on the NSL, I’ve got to ask printed a revised version of the NSL 
why such a cracker game (grand draw (see centre spread). 
final replay) of Wollongong v Perth 
is played so early in the season. I was interested to see Mark 
don’t know about you but I’d rather Bosnich's saga taking another twist 
see this kind of match six or seven (page 15). But’ on a brighter note 
weeks into the season when teams Mark Viduka is back in the goals for 
are settled in all areas of the park— Leeds and Jacob Burns played a full 
hence probably an all-round better game also for Leeds (page 15). 
match. 


inally, 4 personal thanks to Colin 
was interested to see that so many Mitchell, David Mason and the 
matches had a double goalscorer— Northern Spirit administration. A 
Andy Vlahos (South), Chad Gibson friend once told me that a Scotsman 
(Marconi), Archie Thompson would never buy you a drink and last 
(Carlton), Zlatko Arambasic (Sydney Thursday I was privileged to get a 
United). On top of that had Suart handful of them. Thank you gentle- 
Young not missed a penalty he would men. Let’s hope you have a big sea- 
have got two as well. This must be son, 
some kind of record! Ea. 


NSL BROADCAST ON RADIO 


elbourne’s community _ in full as much as possible. 


radio stations Southern “We will be covering all Melbourne 
FM (88.3) and North- Knights and South Melbourne home 
West FM (98.9) will start bringing games,” program presenter, Bill 
live broadcasts of the NSL season Bricknell, said. 
on Sunday 22nd October. “We'll be making a decision about 
The soccer show will run from Spm Carlton when they’ve sorted them- 
to 8pm and cover Melboume soccer _ selves out,” Bricknell added, 


: soccer @foreignlanguage.com.au 


soccerweekly @hotmail.com still available 
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‘MUST KEEP GOING’ — Says Marconi Boss 


By John Economos 


ollowing Marconi’s 
battling 0-2 first up 
win in the League’s 


curtain raiser last Friday 
night against the powerful 


Parramatta Power, 
Marconi’s Head coach 
Eddie Krncevic stressed 
that his team must keep the 
pressure fully on this 
Saturday night when they 
clash with visiting 
Canberra Cosmos at the 


MSC LIVERPOOL 
SOCCER CLUB 
SEASON 2001 


FEDERATION SUPER LEAGUE 


PLAYERS REQUIRED FOR U/18, U/21 
AND FIRST GRADE 


MSC 


RPoo. 


Trials commence Monday 16 October at 7.00pm for 
U/18 and U/21 
Tuesday 17 October at 7.00pm for First Grade 
Thursday 19 October at 7.00pm for all three grades 


Further Information: 
Head Coach: Brian Dene 9719 888 or 
President: Arthur Sullivan 9648 5007 


Also 


Youth 6 Cadet League Trials 


Commencing 29 October for all grades. 
U/11 at 9.00am, U/12 at 10.30am, U3 at 12n00n 
U/14 at 1.30pm, U/15 at 3.00pm, U/16 at 4.30pm 


Further Information: 
Youth League Co-Ordinator: Tony Stambouli 9290 1183 
Secretary: Phil Sampson: 9805 4442 
ALL TRIALS WILL BE HELD AT 


HAMMONDVILLE PARK HEATHCOTE, 
HAMMONDVILLE 


Marconi Stadium. 

“T still remember vividly 
last season’s clash with 
Canberra,” Kmcevic remind- 
ed ABSW last night. 

“That game cost us three 
vital League points. 

“Canberra if you remem- 
ber was a man down and we 
were leading. 2-1, yet we 
ended up losing the match 
2-3 at home. 

“So I, and I'll make cer- 
tain, that my squad will not 


Royce Brownlie: To 
come into the side. 


BRESCIA 


FUAMITRE 
Mike Smith: Still 
recovery from 
groin surgery. 
be taking Canberra lightly. 

“On Saturday night it will 
be our first home game of the 
new season. 

“It's another real serious 
reason why we must play 
very well with a must win 
situation.” 

The former Australian 
World Cup goal-ace went on 
to expand: “I was happy with 
last week's result. 

“{ was also happy with 
most of the players but we 
still have key players to 
come into the side. 

“We still have strikers 
Kris Trajanoyski and Royce 
Brownlie, and midfielders 
Simon Bell, Vlado Zoric and 
Mike Smith, plus defenders 
Mark Babic and Pan Kuen 
Kim to come into contention 
in the weeks that lie ahead of 
Us. 


' PREVIEW MARCONI vs CANBERRA 


“Smithy is still recovering 
from his off-season operation 
whilst Brownlie’s clearance 
from Brisbane hadn’t filtered 
through by late last Friday,” 
Kmcevic elaborated. 

“So you can see from all 
this that we have an atmos- 
phere of real pressure for 
selection in the first team 
with everyone fighting for 
spots,” smiled the classy 
Marconi coach. 

New signing and central 
midfielder Raphael Bove, 
sustained a gashed wound to 
his head last Friday against 
the Power, but is expected to 
make a full recovery for 
Saturday’s battle against 
Tommy Sermanni’s team 


Simon Bell: To come 
into the side. 


from the National capital. 


A real feature last Friday 
against the Power was the 
excellent performance of 
Marconi’s upgraded goal- 
keeper David Aceski who 
came into the side ahead of 
the injured Michael Turnbull. 


A sterling performance by 
Aceski, coupled with that 
from star lateral defender and 
new signing — Angelo 
Costanzo, wenta long way to 
sealing Marconi’s win over 
the Power in the first match 
of the new season. 


Rype crrY 


SOCCER CLUB 
SOCCER TRIALS 


Venue: (Sunners 
Epping Boys High Fe 
School SS 


Age Groups U11, Ui2 
10.30am to 12.30pm 


Age Groups 13, 14 
1.00pm to 3pm 
Age Groups U15, U16 
3pm to 5pm 
BE THERE HALF HOUR BEFORE 


Trials for Cadet and Youth League to 
be held on: 


Sunday 22nd October, 2000 


For further information contact 


Youth Director Warwick Andrews, 
Phone: 9899 4004 (after hours) 


THES SATURDAY 
AT THE 


Gates Open 6pm 


BREACH! 


FURNITURE 


Eddie Krncevic 


Dominic Longo 


| See the Stars Under the Stars | 


Chad Gibson 


Angelo Costanzo 


Robbie Hooker 


Kick Off 7pm 


Toplica Popovich 


Tommy Sermanni 


Proudly Sponsored by BRESCIA FURNITURE 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


BS, Australia’s Super 
Soccer Channel, (as a 
quick reminder), from this 
Thursday night, (10pm), 
will screen for 13 weeks, 
the black comedy, ‘All 
Stars’, a hapless Soccer 
team made up of misfits 
from the Netherlands. 

This series traces the 
madcap on-and-off the 
field antics of seven colour- 
ful characters, Bram, Hero, 
Mark, Peter, Paul, Ross 
and Johnny. 

There’s a garage sale for 
example, to raise urgently 
needed funds for a tomb- 
stone; a road trip complete 
with our seyen heroes all 
crammed into a tiny sports 
car. 

There is a Germany ys 
Holland grudge match; a 
communal team shaving 
session; a female journo 
wanting to become an ‘All 
Stars’ plus a player seeking 
love in the gay personals. 

The series ‘All Stars’ is 
almost tailor-made for any- 
one out there that has 
played that wonderful 
game coded, Soccer. 


‘All Stars’ won the 
‘Silver Rose’ award at the 
Montreux Festival plus 
won the Press Prize as 
being the most innovative 
programme. 

The first episode of this 
crazy series kicks off this 
Thursday night, titled, ‘An 
Amazing Saye’, 

‘The All Stars’, (a boys’ 
Soccer. team), find a 
strange, but nice refugee, in 
their dressing rooms that is 
being hunted by the Police. 

Feeling sorry for the 
poor Somali, they let him 
play in their match to con- 
ceal him from the Law, but 
none of them ends up want- 
ing to take him home. 

Feeling guilty during 
that night, the players wake 
up, and taking supplies 
with them, (all but one 
team member), go search- 
ing for him at their Soccer 
ground, including a preg- 
nant wife (Roos); but with- 
out her player-husband. He 
remains behind, relishing 
his warm and comfy bed. 

Real drama breaks out 
in the dressing room that 
evening with the rescuing 
hero being none other than 
the abandoned refugee, 

Don’t miss it, 

SBS-Thursday 


10pm-‘All Stars’, 
@ 
Es NORTHERN 
SPIRIT this Thursday 
morning will stage its 


night- 
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“Official Media Launch’ at 
the North Sydney Oval at 
1030am. 

The Spirit's NSL squad 
will be there plus the Club 
officials. 

Spirit’s Head coach 
Graham Amold, will put his 
squad through a 30 minute 
exhibition training session 
for the purpose of a photo 
shoot. . 

Following brief _inter- 
views, the Media will join 
the Spirit players for a buffet 
lunch in the Mollie Dive 
Stand. 

e0ee 

OOD to see in Round 

One of the NSL that 
an alert referee refused to 
be conned when a striker 
‘dived’ in the box in a friv- 
olous attempt to ‘milk’ a 
Penalty. 

The said ref promptly 
raced up and flashed a ‘yel- 
low’ at ‘Greg Louganis’ for 
his effort. 

But the same over zeal- 
ous ref, (in the second half), 
raced alongside a goalscor- 
er from ‘Louganis” team, 
as he streaked to the side- 
lines to celebrate his per- 
sonal second goal. 

The eagle-eyed, and 
over-zealous ref, was razor- 
ready to flash the goalscor- 
er with a ‘yellow’ just in 
case the goalscorer stepped 
over the touchline whilst 
wildly celebrating his goal, 

What total crap. 

The Laws of the Game 


Scotty Thomas: Spirit's new signing. 


you'll say? 

Imagine for a moment 
what would have been the 
crowd’s reaction if Brazil’s 
Romario or Rivaldo was 
booked by any stupid refer- 
ee, for wild emotional cele- 
brations after they’d 
scored? 


T last week’s NSL 

Season Launch, Soccer 
Australia repeated its threat 
that all 16 League teams 
have been put on red-alert 
that four clubs would be axed 
from the League at the end of 
this season, 


Tt would now appear, more 
than ever, that Soccer 
Australia is really getting 
serious about slashing the 
National League down to just 
12 member teams. 

Seeing is believing, the 
saying goes. 

e000 

T appears that almost 

every man and his dog 
these days has become a 
“Player's Agent’. 

Our planet, (especially 
over the past three years), 


Rivaldo; Booked for celebrating? 


is literally crawling with 
these ‘Agent-creatures’. 

Late last Friday after- 
noon, it came to ‘Good 
Oils’ ‘attention that a cer- 
tain club from England was 
urgently seeking the ser- 
vices of any young, quality 
Australian —_ goalkeeper 
from the ranks of the NSL. 

This is how, (would you 
believe?), the whole ridicu- 
Jous exercise kicked off late 
last Friday afternoon, 

First, the English Club in 
subject, contacted its agent. 

The English agent not 
having any direct contacts 
in Australia, swiftly con- 
tacted his co-agent in the 
USA. 

The Yankee Agent, then 
promptly contacted his 
agent-mate in Melbourne 
of all places, 

No, the goalkeeper want- 
ed is not based in 
Melbourne. 

Yep, the ‘Melburnian 
agent’ then hastily contact- 
ed his agent-mate in NSW, 
who is, (but only geograph- 
ically), closer to the ‘target- 
ted goalkeeper’. 

Amazing stuff this 
‘agency business’ with 
phones running hot right 
around the globe, 

Yet despite all this hectic 
phone activity, even far 
More amazing, is the fact 
that Telstra shares inexplic- 
ably have of late, been div- 
ing South. 

As the Late Professor 
Julius Sumner Miller 
would beckon the question: 
“Why is it so?” 

e0ee 
(CHAEL URUKA- 
0, Sydney 
Olympic’s newly signed 
Youth team coach, has big 
ambitious plans for his 
youngsters. 

Not only does he want to 
win the League champi- 
onship in his first season at 
Olympic, but Urukalo. also 
wants to take his young team 
overseas, and very soon. 

The _athletically-built 
Urukalo, (himself a fitness 
fanatic), coached in the 
Malaysian National League 
in the early 90s with success. 

Before stepping into the 
Malaysian National League 
in 1991, Urukalo wisely 
signed up the then Sydney 
Olympic dynamic strike-duo, 
internationals Alistair 
Edwards and Abbas Saad. 

Armed with these hot 
strikers, Urukalo went to bat- 
fle with Johor. 

That same season, he went 
on to win the magic ‘double’, 
snaring the League champi- 
onship plus the Malaysian 
Cup Final for Johor to 
become the first coach in 


Michael Urukato: 
Sydney Olympic’s 
Youth coach. 
Malaysian Soccer to achieve 

this honour, 

The Malaysians still 
remember Urukalo who now 
wanis to take his Youth team 
over there for friendly 
matches in the very near 
future. 


Lede 
AST FRIDAY NIGHT, 
(a real ‘Black Friday’- 
13th October), at the 
Parramatta Stadium, a 
minute’s silence was 


observed before kick-off, in 
memory of the premature 
deaths of two former play- 
ers from the NSL, 


Geoff Gunning: Died 
last Monday 
in Sydney. 

Joe Watson, 48, (former 
Sydney City’s international 
Tight flanker) was buried 
last Friday week after con- 
tracting ‘that’ fatal disease. 

Last Friday afternoon, 
Geoff Gunning, 34, (former 
Marconi and Melita 


Eagles’ robust flanker) was 
buried following his tragic 
and sudden death last 
Monday, with a service 
staged at Woronora, 
Sydney. 


MATIC last 

Friday night at 
Hindmarsh Stadium, 
knocked up his 400th match 
as a coach in the National 
Soccer League, 

Adelaide City’s _ steel- 
tough Matic is now seriously 
steaming ahead to break for- 
mer St George Budapest, 
Frank Arok’s all-time record 
of having coached in 429 


NSL games, 
e00e 
HE NEXT FIFA 
WORLD CLUB 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


FINALS to be staged in 
Spain next August, hope- 
fully, will see current 
League Champions the 
Wollongong Wolves, repre- 
sent the Conference of 
Oceania should new coach 
Ronnie Corry be able to 
win the qualifiers to be held 
in Papua New Guinea. 

What one fails to com- 
prehend, is why on Earth 
did South Melbourne 
recently, and Oceania’s last 
Tepresentative at the last 
Club Finals staged in 
Brazil, challenge to FIFA 
that they should represent 
Oceania again as defending 
Oceania winners? 

It’s strongly rumoured 
that this time round, some 
$7 million will go to each of 
the globe’s eight 
Conference winners, 

Various vultures, within 
Australia, (national: body 
included, plus other par- 
ties), are all of a sudden 
now ‘throwing their lines’ 
into the potential ‘river of 
money’ hoping to ‘fish out? 
some lucrative loot. And all 
off, (should they qualify), 
Wollongong’s back. 

Again... ‘Why is this so?’ 

e000 

HAD GIBSON, 

Marconi’s unyielding 
midfielder, utility defender 
and last Friday night, a right 
wingback, is surely more 
than ready for national selec- 
tion. 

If our young national 


Zoran Matic: Poised to break coaching record 
before ‘Top Six Series’. 


coach Frank Farina is really 
serious about qualifying 
Australia to the Japan-Korea 
World Cup Finals in 2002, 
one Chad Gibson must surely 
in the very near future be 
drafted into his squad. 
Gibson has almost every- 
thing, 


Ronnie Corry: 
Wollongong Wolves’ 
new coach. 


He’s strong, very hungry, 
brave, plus has the capacity 
to score goals coming from 
the back or middle lines. 

Last Friday night as a right 
wingback for Marconi at the 
Parramatta Stadium against 
the Power, and despite that 
he is not suited in the role of 
being a wide player, the 23- 
year-old Gibson still was 
able to slam in, not one, but 
both of Marconi’s goals, 

Today, in modem Soccer, 
all defenders and midfield- 
ers, MUST have the capacity 
to contribute, or assist, their 
respective attack-lines, 


ready for Australia. 


This Marconi granite-hard 
player, who holds South 
Africa’s Mandela as his hero, 
is ready for a ‘Green and 
Gold’ shirt. 

More than ready. 

eee 

PEAKING of national 

‘selections, another qual- 
ity player that has 
‘escaped’ Farina’s national 
selection ‘nei’ for far too 
long, is Marconi’s newly 
signed and slotted sweeper, 
Angelo Costanzo. 


A\ 


Angelo ‘Costanzo: 
Another knocking on 
Australia’s door. 


This former Adelaide « 


City free-back has pace, 
courage, concentration and 
most importantly, vision. 

With his excellent long 
passing skills from the 
back, Costanzo as well, 
must surely this season be 
upgraded into the national 
squad. 

9000 
IREDDIE de JONG, the 
Auckland Kingz’ 

durable 36-year-old interna- 
tional strike-ace, was out 
with injury for the Kingz’ 
clash with Sydney Olympic 
in Sydney last Sunday night. 


Freddie de Jong: Filling 
in as television 
commentator. 


But nevertheless Big 
Freddie still travelled to 
Sydney as a commentator 
and analyst for New Zealand 
Television and will be back 
in action within three weeks. 

0009 
NDREW (‘The Birch’) 
BERNAL, former 

Australian Youth captain 
and senior international 
defender, has returned 
from England and today is 
a scout for the powerful 
sports organisation, 
‘SEX’. 

‘S.E-X.’ has on its books 
star players such as David 
Beckham, Michael Owen, 
Robbie Keane, Alan 
Shearer, Jamie Redknapp 
and Nick Barmby. 


Andrew (‘The Birch’) 
Bernal: Today a talent 
scout. 


Bernal left Australia 
back in 1991 to play in 
England, and over the past 
few years has been at 


Reading. 
However, following an 
unsuccessful _ operation 


some months back to recti- 
fy a damaged nerve in his 
foot, the 34-year-old tough 
defender has decided to call 
it a day on the pitch. 
e006 
RANK AROK, Sydney 
Olympic’s Technical 
Director over the Juniors and 
Youth, and current record- 
holder of having coached in 
no less than 429 games in the 
NSL, will remain at Olympic 
for at least one more season. 
Originally Arok planned 
to retire at the end of last sea- 
son and retum to his native 


Frank Arok: Will remain 
in Australia for at least 
one more year. 


country Serbia, 

A grandfather four times 
over, the former Australian 
national coach had a strong 
desire to retum to Yugoslavia 
to spend time with all his 
grandchildren who he’s 
rarely been able to see. 
However sections of that 
country are still so badly 
scarred from the bombings 
made by the U.N. last year, 
that Arok was strongly 
advised by relatives over 
there not to return just yet. 

Large areas of Novi Sad, 
(from where Arok origi- 
nates), still have no heating 
gas or water through dam- 
ages sustained by the bomb- 
ings. 

cece 
EO BAUMGARTNER, 
the fabulous former 
Austrian _ international 


goal-ace who migrated to 
Australia in the yery late 
50s to play for the great 
Prague Club in Sydney, 


Leo Baumgartner: One 
of Australia’s best 
ever-seen goalscorers. 
was spotted by ‘Good Oil’ 
on Friday at the 
Parramatta Stadium with a 
group of Soccer student 
children to watch the 
Power clash with Marconi 

in the ‘Season’s-opener’. 

‘The Great Leo’, who 
also played with 
Canterbury and Apia, 
today resides in the NSW 
coastal touristy township of 
Coffs Harbour where he 
imparts valuable coaching 
to kids. 


MELBOURNE SPORTS BOOKS 


Rothmens Football Year Book 2001 


News Of The World Football Annual 2001 
Piaytair Football Annual 2001 

Alex Ferguson — ‘Managing My Lite" 
Manchester United Year Book — 2000 Edition 


‘AS KALOGERACOS, 
the 25-year-old former 
international striker from 
Perth Glory, signed a most 
timely one year contract to 


vA 


Vas Kalogeracos. 
Striker signs for Souths 
Jast week. 


play with South Melbourne, _ 


to replace mobile striker 
Michael Curcija who has 
signed for Partizan Belgrade. 
Vas scored Souths’ third 
goal last Friday against 
Adelaide City. Souths’ new 
coach Mickey Petersen, 
commented: “Vas is a good 
signing for us as he’s proven 
he can score goals, is a tough 
player, plus is fully commit- 
ted and full of running.” 
e000 
IHE EASTERN PRIDE 
last week unveiled that 
its major sponsor for the 
new season is ‘R.R.T. 
(Regional and Rural 
Telecommunications Ltd). 
The telco Company 
‘R.R.T.’ is about to provide 
a range of competitively 


priced, 
world class aa ah 
telecom- 2. 
munication services to the 
Gippsland community 
region. 

In_ highlighting the 
sponorship, ‘R.RT.s’ 
General Manager Mr 


Phillip Martin elaborated: 
“We see our arrangement 
with the Eastern Pride not 
as just a sponsorship deal 
in the traditional sense, but 
as a strategic alliance.” 


believed to be for a five 
year period. 


HE MELBOURNE 

KNIGHTS, who defeat- 
ed the Brisbane Strikers 1-2 
last Saturday night in 
Brisbane, are over the moon 
with two of their off-season 
recruits. 

Striker Xhezair Suleman, 
making his debut for the 
Knights, scored the winner in 
the 69th minute up in 
Brisbane in real fine style. 

Suleman, who already has 
earned the nickname of 
“Jezza’, was signed from 
Victorian State League club, 
South Dandenong. 

Midfielder Andy Vargas, 
another debutante on the 
night, scored the Knights’ 
opener, four minutes before 
the break, 

Andy was signed from the 
Eastern Pride and now joins 
his brother Rody who plays 
in the Knights’ defence. 


Andy Vargas: Scores 
on debut for the 
Knights. 


The now shining and 
much rejuvenated Knights, 
this Sunday are at home at 
the Knights’ Stadium to 
clash with the Parramatta 
Power. 

e000 

OHNNY WARREN, the 

former Australian 
World Cup captain and St 
George Budapest’s 
unyielding _— goalscoring 
midfielder, was a special 
guest last Thursday at the 
Jamberoo Public Primary 
School. 

The small school based 
in the tiny Iush-green vil- 
lage-town of Jamberoo, sit- 
uated in the inland region 
of the South Coast of NSW, 
hosted the famous former 
Australian skipper with 
very good reason. 

Warren had just donated 


memorabilia to the school 
that included international 
video tapes, playing shirts, 
books, Soccer balls plus 
special coaching tapes. 

Warren stated: “I did 
this to encourage other for- 
mer international players 
to do the same whilst they 
are still alive. 

“Give to the kids now 
such valuable memorabilia 
that they could benefit 
from in the future. 


John Warren: Former 
Australian World Cup 
captain. 
“There is so very little of 
such items around on the 
market and such items are 
valuable from a traditional 
and historic _ angle,” 

explained Warren, 

Some of the treasured 
items donated by Warren 
to the Jamberoo Public 
School, included memen- 
tos, trophies, photos, (plus 
gear listed above), that he’s 
collected during his playing 
days for Australia from all 
over the world. 

The Jamberoo Public 
School with its recently 
acquired Soccer memora- 
bilia from Warren, will 


ABsw (&} 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


now set up.a section of its 
library especially for 
Soccer within the school. 

Warren went on to add: 
“Pm very sure that all 
these -valuables I’ve given 
the school will make the 
young students at 
Jamberoo far more aware 
of our most wonderful 
World Game.” 

The school’s head- 
mistress Ms Carolyn 
Worthy was most apprecia- 
tive of Warren’s generous 
and yaluable thoughtful- 
ness, 

A radio, plus television 
analyst with SBS, Warren 
today resides in the 
extremely —_ picturesque 
township of Jamberoo, on a 
property overlooking a glo- 
rious and vastly spacious 
valley. 
eoce 

OBBIE SLATER, the 

Northern Spirit's Club 
captain, plus members of his 
team, yesterday (Monday) 
loaned a big hand to assist 
the Australian Soccer 
Paralympic team for the 
upcoming ‘Sydney 2000’ at 
North Sydney Oyai. 
WLS 
Australian 
Paralympic || 


North 
Sydney 
Oval yes- Robbie Slater: 
terday at Trained with 


liam to the Australian 
watch the Paralympic 
Spirit team. 
train, 

The Paralympics com- 
peition kicks off this 
Thursday. 


MT PRITCHARD & DISTRICT FEDERATION 
SOCCER CLUB 


A Sub-Club of Mt Pritchard & District Community Club 


~< Trials for 2001 Season > 


Cadet & Youth League Division 1 


Under 11's Monday 23rd October 6pm 
Under 12's Monday 23rd October 6pm 
Under 13's Tuesday 17th & 24th Oct. 6pm 


Sunday 22nd October ipm 


Under 14’s Wed. 18th & 25th Oct. 6pm 


Robble Slater — ‘The Hard Way” 
Ronaldo 

‘The Away Game — Matthew Hall 
George Best — ‘Bestic’ 

Sob Paistsy 

‘Stuart Pierce 

Michael Owens — ‘Soccer Skills Book’ 
Tony Adams — ‘Addicted’ 

Sir Stanley Matthews 
Gianfranco Zola 

Kevin Keegan 

History Of Austratia'’s NSL 


The packaged deal is all his valuable Soccer 


Canterbury Marrickville 
Olympic SC 


league iirlals 


Sunday 22nd October 11.30am 
Under 15's Thursday 12th October 6pm 
Under 16's Friday 20th October 6pm 

Sunday 22nd October 10am 


State League Division 1 


Under 18's Tuesday 31st October 6pm 
Sunday 5th November 9am 

Under 21’s Wednesday 1st November 6pm 
Sunday Sth November 11am 

1st Grade Wednesday 1st November Spm 
Sunday 5th November 11am 


Venve for all Trials AMALFI PARK 
Welr Cres LURNEA 


GOAGH R29UIIE) FOR UNDER Iss 
fi 


Plus man 


more Soccer Coaching Books 
and Videos, now available. 


All Credit Cards, Cheques & Money Orders accepted. 
Add $8 for Postage & Packaging anywhere in Austr 


80 Flinders Street, Melbourne. Victoria. 3000. 


Continuing. For further details, 


Telephone: (03) 9662 1085 or (03) 9662 1086 
Fax: (03) 9662 1282 
Www.melsportsbooks.com.au 


please ring the Club Administrator 


Must have necessary qualifications 
PLEASE CONTACT Sue Harlas OR Dave Higson 


For information contact: 
‘Sue Hartas 9673 4939 or 0414 701 489 Cadet, Youth & State Leagues 
Greg Ryan 9628 5507 or 0417 656 658 Cadet, Youth & State Leagues 
Dave Higson 4625 1576 or 0412 0433 282 Cadet & Youth League 
Darryl Glover 0418 116 959 State League 


Mr Laki Konistis 
= 04111 91815 
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FF THE CROSS 


By Allan Crisp 


FORCE TEST FOR TONY 
nthony Magnacca may just emerge as Adelaide 
City Force's recruit of the 2000-2001 season. 

The 20-year-old striker-cum-midfielder has 
agreed to join the Zoran Matic-coached club on a 
six-week stint and should Magnacca cut the mustard 
in Adelaide, he will become a permanent member of 
the Force brigade. : 

Matic, an astute judge of soccer flesh, would not 
have contemplated trialling the will-o-the-wisp play- 
er had he not regarded the former South Melbourne 
man as a potential first team prospect, 

Magnacca forcibly attracted Matic’s attention 
when he tumed out for Canberra Cosmos against 
Adelaide City two seasons ago. 

“I remember he caused us a lot of trouble then,” 
Matic said. “I can’t guarantee him anything. If he 
likes us and we like him, then perhaps he will stay 
with us. 

“He understands he will have to fight for a place,” 
said Matic as he threw down an immediate chal- 
lenge. 

Magnacca is due to-arrive in Adelaide this week to 
begin his short-term contract. 

From what little this scribe has seen of Magnacca 
in action for South Melbourne in television replays, 
the youngster is a natural, who is destined to become 


a star. 

South Melbourne coach Micky Petersen agreed 
with that assessment when on Friday he explained 
his reasons for allowing Magnacca to leave the South 
nest. 

“T was totally honest with Anthony when we sat 
down to have a chat about his future,” Petersen said. 

“I told him he would not be getting a game this 
season and that it would be better for his develop- 
ment and in his best interests to go to a club where 
he would get some game time.” 

Petersen would not have released Magnacca had 
South not had an embarrassment of riches in the 
striking department with Goran Lozanovski, Vas 
Kalogeracos, Vaughn Coveny, John Anastasiadis and 
Andy Vlahos rearing to rival the best net busters in 
the business. 

Petersen recalled that he had similar problems to 
Magnacca in his initial attempts to break into the 
South Melbourne squad when he was shaping his 
career. 

T failed twice as a 17-year-old and as a 20-year-old 


. in trying to get a game with South, 


“I went for trials with other clubs and played with 
Brunswick and Heidelberg before making the grade 
with South Melboume and eventually becoming an 
Australian intemational. 

“Magnacca is a good kid, with a good future and 
he has a lot of talent. I wished him all the best and I 
sincerely mean that,” Petersen said. 


SA AWARDS 


wr the readers who requested a complete run 
down of the South Australian award winners for 
season 1999-2000 - Your wish is our command. 
Sergio Melta Medal (Best Premier League 
player) Winner: Mark Yates (Modbury Jets), 
Top 10 finalists — Yates, Michael Brooks (Blue 


Eagles), Duane Dobson (Modbury Jets), Joel Porter 
(Croydon Kings), Damian Stam (White City 
Woodville), Paul Beltrame (Campbelltown Red 
Devils), Frank Sergi (Blue Eagles), Adam Perre 
(Campbelltown Red Devils), Billy Karapetis 
(Raiders), Lucas Pantelis (Adelaide City). 
Bob Telfer 
Medal (Best 
State League 
player). 
Winner: John 


Christopoulos 
(Port 


Pirie 

City). 

Runner-up: 
Ric Cerrachio 
(Northern 
Demons). 
Third: Mare 
Woods (Para 

| Hills Knights). 

: Mitre Golden 

Boot Award 

Michael Brooks: Runner-up. for top Premier 

League scorer: 

Michael Brooks (Blue Eagles). 29 goals (Premier 
League record), 

Coach. of The Year: Phil Scardigno (Croydon 
Kings). Finalists — Scardigno, Zoran Karadzic 
(Blue Eagles), Duane Gray (Modbury Jets). 

Mutual Rising Star Award: Lucas Pantelis 
(Adelaide City). Runner-up: Jun Udagawa 
(Campbelltown Red Devils). 

SAWA Player of The Year: Joint Winners: 
Rebecca Blacker (West Adelaide), Tania Harrison 
(Noarlunga Lions). 

Referee of The Year: Sam Hasic from Mathew 
Cream and Craig Zetter. Young Referee of The Year: 


Mait Wenham. 


Charlie Caruso Trophy Under 23 Premier 
League Player of The Year: Fred Agius (SASI). 

Len Alagich Trophy Under 23 State League 
Player of The Year: Joint Winners: James Costa 
(Enfield Falcons), Lucky Paikos (Olympic FC), 
Lucas Zeika (Olympic FC). 

John Francis Trophy Under 19 Premier 
League Player of The Year: Dario Barisic 
(Raiders). 

Rab Jones Trophy Under 19 State League 
Player of The Year: Jindou Lee (Enfield Falcons). 


SUMMER SERIES 
s| gona clubs have responded to the South 
Australian Soccer Federationis request to partic- 
ipate in the new summer series planned to kick-off 
on January 15. 

All registered clubs, except Port Pirie clubs, City 
and Northem Demons and Elizabeth City and 
Salisbury United have declared their interest in being 
part of the concept which will feature many matches 
under the brights lights at Hindmarsh Stadium. 

SASF competition manager Rodger King said that 
each team would be guaranteed six games during the 
series. 

Work is proceeding on gaining a major sponsor 
for the competition, designed to replace the former 
Ampol night series which ran for an Australian 
record 23 years, 


Allan Crisp can be heard on the 5RPH 
(1I97AM) Breakfast Soccer Show each Twesday 
from 7.300m-9am along with former Australian 
international John Perin, Channel 10 presenter 
Robbie Popplestone, “Advertiser” soccer writer 


By Otto Bader 


ollongong 2000 Team Squad — 

at present the compliment of the 
Wolves consist of regulars Scott 
Chipperfield, Stuart Young, George 
Souris, Paul Reid, Frank Barila (new 
local product), Grant Barlow (new 
keeper), Paul O’Grady (youth grade 
product), Dino Mennillo, Robbie 
Stanton, Sasho Petrovski, George Noah 
(youth talent from Sydney), Alvin 
Ceccoli, Matt Horsley, David 
Cervinski, Steve Dimitrievski (youth 
grade product), Ben Blake. 

The youngster from Vanuatu has 
been released, not quite up to the 
coach’s expectations. A few others are 
still trying out, not yet signed. An 
unknown identity from Brazil turned up 
this week after having played in the 
Belgium second division and two years 
with Kaiser Chiefs in South Africa. His 
name is Ricardo Ferreira. 

Ferreira started his junior soccer with 
world-wide known soccer club Sao 
Paulo and played senior soccer in the 
local first division as a striker, 


0004 


irst Trophy Win — rather surpris- 

ing for some the Wolves won their 

first honours of the new season taking 
out the annual Carty-Forsyth Memorial 
Cup held at Melita Stadium in Sydney. 
, After losing their opening match 2-1 to 
Sydney United, the Wolves went on to 
win against Marconi 3-1, Parramatta 
Melita 3-0 and in the final 2-0 over 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles. The Wolves 


VW/OLLONGONG NEWS 


went down in a trial 2-1 to Northem 
Spirit after taking the lead through 
Stuart Young, ‘only to let their advan- 
tage slip. Basically they could have had 
the game wrapped up by half time but a 
combination of poor finishing and good 
goalkeeping kept them out, 


O00 


was Fate in Numbers - suc- 
cessful businessman and new 
Wolves Chairman Joe Cachia, a pas- 
sionate soccer fan, is looking for much 
needed support from the local commu- 
nity. Crowd figures have to be around 

8000 to 10,000 plus on a 
regular basis to 

push forward the 

progress of the 

Wolves soccer 

team in years to 

come. In today’s 

tough world of 
competing in sport 
events, the local soccer 
people have to rally 

around the national 
champion side. 

Young soccer players are 
hoping for the opportunity to 
achieve their ambitions through the 
local NSL club, kick-starting their soc- 
cer career and hopefully convince their 
parents and family friends to come 
along to WIN Stadium. 

Everybody knows it will be a tough 
task to defend the national title, but that 
makes each game an exciting 
encounter. Joe Cachia and his Board of 
Directors are hard at work to provide 
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the merchandise for the public to par- 
ticipate, 


Aad 


triker Returns from Socceroo 
Duties — Scott Chipperfield is back 
in town from Dubai to lead his side’s 
strike force against opposition sides, 
eager to face up to the challenge. He 


_ had playing time with the national team 


against Kuwait and South Korea show- 
ing his talent and now is looking for- 
ward to playing with the Wolves, trying 
to repeat last year’s performance. 
Another challenge awaits 
Chipperfield and his 
team-mates next 
January, compet- 
ing in Papua New 
Quinea for qualifi- 
cation to play in 
the World Club 
Championship. 
A once in the 
lifetime chance 
awaits the Wolves to 
pethaps meet some 
of the leading soccer 
teams like Real Madrid and 
Manchester United in Spain next 
August if they can overcome the 
opposition from Oceania. At the 
moment it is only a dream with plenty 
of hard work ahead, commitment and 
effort plus an iron will to succeed could 
bring them closer to the ultimate “Pot 
of Gold”. 


eee 


ocal Soccer Club Shell-harbour 
City — signs top quality coach to 
guide the side next year. Rodney 
Haggerty - a level 3 soccer coach, is 
just 34. He was forced to finish his 
career due to injuries, but has plenty of 


experience with the Newcastle 
Breakers where he worked under head 
coach Johnny Kosmina for the club’s 
youth development scheme and assist- 
ing the coaching staff with the senior 
squad. He will have at his disposal the 
experience of top level player Steve 
Hile who will take over Reserve Grade, 

Haggerty has big plans and is trying 
to make a name for himself by starting 
in the lower Illawarra division since he 
has to establish himself in the area first 
after being transferred work-wise to the 
South Coast. He intends to start light 
training with plenty of ball work, base 
on the world-wide Coever techniques 
and his knowledge gained with the 
Newcastle NSW club, calling interest- 
ed players for all grades together 
around mid November. 

The club is excited to have secured 
such a well equipped soccer coach who 
is capable of attracting good players 
and form a formidable side. 

oooe 


verheads Running a Soccer 
Club in Mlawarra - this time of 
the year all soccer clubs in the area are 
holding their AGM with election of 
office bearers (all volunteers) plus 
looking at their finances. None of them 
show a profit, most hope to break even 
or only finish slightly in the “red”. 
Over the years the cost to successful- 


ly organise a junior and senior includ- 
ing women’s soccer sections have 
increased dramatically, putting enor- 
mous pressure on people elected on 
committees. 

They are asked to give their time plus 
efforts to plan another season. None of 
them are paid for expenses like using 
their home phone, computers and pri- 
vate cars to transport players around. 
Rarely anybody says thank you, on the 
contrary often officials are criticised. 

Total expenses that occur over one 
season can be around $50,000 — and 
more for an ordinary first division club. 
A Premier League club may look at 
expenses around $100,000 — plus annu- 
ally. Even pure amateur clubs have con- 
siderable cost around $20,000 — and 
more per year. 

Every year expenses cover Grounds 
up-keeping, equipment required, team 
shirts, socks, players insurance fees and 
registration fees, just to name a few 
items. Funds have to be raised by vari- 
ous means like running functions, raf- 
fles or hopefully obtaining business 
sponsors. 

Spare a thought next time you attend 
a soccer match for the club officials 
who spend hours to prepare for the day. 
Sports clubs are important community 
pillars to provide not only fitness for 
generations to come but also keep our 
kids off the streets. 

Make an effort to support your local 
small club within your means and assist 
the hard working administrators. Their 
labour of love for their sport makes it 
possible for our youngsters to play the 
game they like best. 


Victorian Premier League Update 


Raiders boss wants 
to see bigger league 


By Bert van Bedaf 


‘oe Caruso, president of 
J« Melhourne Raiders 

wants a  16-team 
Victorian Premier League and 
called on Victorian soccer 
club presidents to unite to 
promote the sport in the state. 

“T would Tike to see a 
meeting of all club presidents 
to come up with ideas to stop 
soccer from sliding any fur- 
ther down,” Caruso said. 

The Raiders were rele- 
gated from the VPL last sea- 
son, but Caruso, a former 
chairman of the Victorian 
Soccer Federation, said his 
call to arms was not sour 
grapes but a bid to alert clubs 


to the state of soccer in 
Victoria. 

The VPL was reduced 
from 14 to 12 clubs by rele- 
gating four clubs and promot- 
ing two clubs, but Caruso 
believes a 16-team league 
will provide greater competi- 
tion af the top and the bottom 
and attract more public inter- 
est. 

He accused the Victorian 
Soccer Federation for not lis- 
tening to the clubs and not 
giving the public what it 
wants. 

“The Victorian Soccer 
Federation must go back to 
the clubs at grassroots level, 
who know what the public 
wants. We must give the pub- 
lic what they want. At the 


Geoff Miles: Rejects claims by Caruso. 


moment we do not (do that),” 
Caruso said. 

“The finals have been 
coming in and out of the com- 
petition Tike a yo-yo. 

Tt tells the public, the 
VSF doesn’t know what they 
want. The VSF is not listen- 
ing to the public and its ideas. 
I would like the VSF to take 
on board what the industry 
and the public wants and give 
it to them,” Caruso said. 

He said reducing the 
league to 12 teams two sea- 
sons ago and not having 
finals for the past two seasons 
had been a mistake and had 
cost clubs dearly. It also had 
caused the public to lose 
interest in Victoria’s top soc- 
cer competition. 

“Twelve teams in a 22- 
game competition is not 
enough. I've always been 
against the 12-team formal, 
The competition should be 
more exciting at the top and 
bottom to hold the public's 
interest and stop clubs from 
dumping players because 
they can’t achieve anything. 

He said summer soccer 
should have been introduced 
this year and there should be 
an eight-team championship 
final play-off as well as a 
play-off for the second team 
to be relegated to the State 
League in a revamped 16- 
team VPL competition. 

“We should have a top- 
eight play-off for the premier- 
ship, like the AFL (Australian 
Football League), in a 16- 
team competition. One team 
should be relegated automati- 
cally, but the four teams 
above it should play-off for 


Joe Caruso: Wants to give the public what they 
want, 


the second relegation spot. 
This should ensure there’s 
enough excitement and inter- 
est in the whole competition, 
from top to bottom,” Caruso 
said, 

VSF chief executive 
Geoff Miles rejected Caruso’s 
claims. 

“We have listened to the 
clubs’ proposals. We accept- 
ed the clubs’ recommenda- 
tions to reduce the (VPL) 
league (to 12 clubs). The 
clubs wanted to reduce the 
number. They made the call 
to have no finals and we 
accepted thal,” Miles said. 

“The Premier League 
clubs voted themselves to dis- 


continue the finals two years 
ago and we accepled their 
decision at the time. 
Following a review at the end 
of last season, the VSF asked 
the clubs to reconsider a 
finals series and the clubs 
responded to endorse the 
finals for next season,” he 
said. 

As a result the VPL will 
have a top four finals series 
next season. The premier 
league will start in February 
and the State Leagues will 
Kick-off in April next year. 
This has left a six month gap 
between seasons, which clubs 
and players believe is far too 
long. 


HAJDUK WANDERERS SC 


COME & TRIAL WITH THE BEST CLUB IN 
THE WEST, YOUTH LEAGUE & CADETS 


at Harold Read Park Gianaween Rd, 
Ginraween 6.30pm Sharp 


Mon 16th & 23d October U/11's & U/12's 
Tues 17th & 24th October U/13's 
Wed 18th & 25th October U/14's 
Thur 19th & 26Th October U/15's 

Fri 20th & 27th October U/16’s 


TRIALS AT HAIDUK STADIUM 
DENSOR ROAD, ST JOHNS PARK 


Saturday 21st & 28th October 
U/T1's 9am — U/12’s 11am — U/13's 1pm 
Sundays 22nd & 29th October 
U/14's 9am — U/15's T1am — U/16's 1pm 
For Further Information Contact the 
Club's President Charles Abdilla 
0416 171 896 or 9757 2906 


FOREST KILLARNEY SOCCER CLUB 


Is seeking expressions of interest for the 
role of 

Senior Coach for our AL.1 Squad 
in the 2001 season. 

We are a small to average sized Club with- 

in the Manly Warringah Soccer Association 

with @ strong, local community identifica- 

tion and would like to secure a Coach to 

guide our AL1 team with a view to future 

promotion into Premier League. 


All applications will be treated on the basis 
of potential benefit to the team and Club, 
and not necessarily strictly on qualifications. 
Please reply by 1st December, 2000 to: 


The Secretary 
Forest Killarney Soccer Club 
P.O. Box 57 
Forestville. NSW. 2087. 


ELITE SOCCER SCHOLARSHIP AND 


ASSAULT 


DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 


ROYALS PREPARE 


By Bert van Bedaf 


ewly promoted club 

Essendon Royals is 

already gearing up 
for a strong performance in 
| the Victorian Premier League 
| néxt February. Essendon fin- 
| ished runner-up to South 
| Dandenong in division one of 
the State League to claim a 
spot in Victoria’s top soccer 
league next season. 

Its coach Dean Hennessey, 
son of former English Premier 
League player and coach of 
Brunswick United Juventus 


Terry Hennessey, is determined 
the Royals will be a threat to 
the leading teams, such as 
champion Green Gully, but also 
Bentleigh Greens, Bulleen and 
Preston. 

“We won't be there just to 
make up the numbers. We're 
going for a top five position and 
make the finals,” Hennessey 
said. 

The Royals count some very 
experienced players among its 
personnel. 


There is Tom Markovski,. 


brother of Carlton’s John 
Markovski, and winner of the 


VPL title with Altona Magic, as 
well as George Jolevski, three- 
times winner of the VPL’s best 
player award. 

“This is a great club. It isa 
well organised and stable club. 
We'll go far next season,” 
Markovski, a former national 
league player, said. 

Markovski was runner up in 
the State League awards, pre- 
sented at Melbourne Park last 
week. Lalor United player Billy 
Staverski won the State League 
division one best player award, 
ahead of Markovski. 
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JJ. CAHILL MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL 


Exciting opportunities exist for committed female and male soccer 
players to participate in this unique soccer program. Selected students will 
participate in a regular program of elite coaching by our international coach. 


© Cost of textbooks 
© Cost of uniform 
© School contributions 


e Subsidised representative costs 
© A potential return airline ticket to 


Europe or Asia 


APPLICATIONS CLOSE THURS! 


The program includes: 

e Individual player profile and report 

© Ball skill development 

e Individual analysis correction, tactical 
and technical skills 

Nutrition, injury prevention 
and psychological preparation 


Soccer Prospectus and application forms are available from the school at 
Sutherland Street, Mascot Ph: 02 9669 5118, Fax: (02) 9667 4902, or contact 
Mr Jurij Sadowskyj or Mr David Toogood (Soccer Directors) 


Aa 


email: jjcahill-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
“Windows to our Future” 


or Mr Jim Linton (Principai) 
Supported by 


every secwnd eounts 
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The National Soccer League 
has launched itself again under 
a barrage of criticism, but what’s 
new. The NSL has been running 


er and will continue to do so in 
the future, says Victorian editor 
Bert van Bedaf 


am indebted to one of 
Melbourne's more fanatical 
tisticians and fanzine 
writers for keeping me stay 
informed of some of the archaic 
facts and figures that, like mor- 
tar between bricks, hold this 
game together... 

About a year or so ago, Studs- 
Up editor Kevin Christopher pub- 
lished a handy little booklet enti- 
tled “The Un-official Beginners 
Guide to The History of the 
Australian National Soccer 


It offers valuable mortar to 
those of us who fail to keep track 
of the code’s turbulent times and 
perpetual motion, 

Therefore, I say indebted, 
because how much paperwork do 
you keep under the house, in the 
garage or storage room? For how 
long can you afford to keep dri- 
ving your partner mad preserving 
every scrap of paper, every story 
ever written on club, player or 
competition? 

_T am happy to report, excep- 
tional Kevin has preserved much 
of the sport's past for the future, 


since 1977 in one form or anoth- - 


and he still is a very sane bloke, 
no doubt about that, even though 
Statistics have bent his mind a lit- 
tle, enough to keep us well 
informed. 

Anyway, in that modest but 
most valuable publication of his, 
the NSL kicks off on April 2, 
1977. West Adelaide’s John 
Kosmina scored the first goal in 
NSL history. He also became the 
first player to score 100 goals. 

The club went bust the season 
before last and Kosmina is now 
coach of Brisbane Strikers. He’s 
also one of the more outspoken 
personalities in the game and 
there are plenty. But he’s been 
there from day one, which also is 
a remarkable record. 

What's more remarkable is the 
sheer staying power of the 
league. It has remained intact in 
the face of racist attacks (being 
called a wog game or wog ball), 
media bias (in favour of Rules 
football in Victoria, rugby in 
NSW, cricket and any other so- 
called mainstream sport), or 
internal strife (administration, 
fruitless re-organisations, politi- 
cal in-fighting, clubs going 
broke). 

Despite the obstacles and its 
ability to shoot itself in the foot, 
this volatile code has ploughed on 
for almost a quarter of a decade 
and is continuing to gain strength, 
Tt has the AFL on the run, It 
matches rugby league in NSW in 
crowd popularity and manages to 
have more registered, active play- 
ers, from young to old, than any 
other ball code in the country, 

There is, of course, an 


inevitability about the rising pop- 
ularity of football, known here as 
soccer, in Australia. Football as a 
product is a world brand, There 
are only three places on earth 
where the sport is still called soc- 


John Koemina: An Austratien soccer force from the 
Kdok-off in 1977 when he scored the first ever NSL goal. 


Kyle Patterson: Pulling no 
punches. 


cer and considered minor — in 
Canada, the USA and Australia, 

The reasons are cultural, but 
increasingly less so. Football in 
the USA is taking off in leaps and 
bounds and as far as the north 
Americas, including Canada, are 
concerned, the issue of soccer as 
wog ball is non-existent. 

Australia, in fact, is probably 
the only bastion of cultural and 
racial bias in the English-speak- 
ing world, but here the forces 
against progress are also waning, 
ironically under one of the most 
Tegressive governments in 
Australian post-war history. 

Prime-Minister John Howard, 
as the biggest exponent of Anglo- 
Saxon/Celtic, centro-ethnic main- 
tenance, unwittingly has become 
the biggest catalyst for change, 
Globalisation is about business. 
But it is also about sport and 
sponsorship. Football (soccer) is 
the global game, instantly recog- 
nised around the world, The rest 
is mere parochial tinkering with 
ill-shaped leather. That is why in 
future soccer as football will 
become the dominant sport in 
Australia. 

Which brings us to the local 
sphere. Last week, since the 
launch of the 2000/2001 season, 
Australia’s soccer media have 
cast their critical eyes over this 
season's “cop-out” competition. 

Cop-out, because we should 
have had a 14-team competition 
and a second division in place 
this season and planning for a 12- 
team league from a more man- 
ageable and fairer position next 
season. 

But it’s going to be no change 
now and 12 teams later, This sea- 
son will see another scramble for 
survival and maybe more legal 
action. 


ick Ad SPECIAL FEATURE 


It also will be chaotic in its 
politicking pre-amble to create a 
promotion-and-relegation bridge 
between the NSL and the state 
leagues. It will be a shambles, but 
let’s face it, that's how it’s been 
done for the last 23 years. Why 
should this latest transition phase 
be any different? 

Today’s NSL still comprises 
the same 16 clubs of last season, 
albeit Newcastle Breakers is now 
called Newcastle United and 
under different ownership. The 
bottom-line is Soccer Australia 
again has sat on its hands. 

It promised a lot, did nothing 
and delivered the status quo. Its 
Soccer 21 document is blowing in 
the wind. 

SBS “on the Ball” anchor Kyle 
Patterson is one to pull no punch- 
es, 
“Remember the facts. Soccer 
Australia promised a new era in 
October, 2000. When it came to 
the crunch, it caved in to the same 
old vested interests and killed off 
the reform plans,” Patterson 
declared on the theworldgame 
website. 


NSL KEEPS ROLLING ON 


players and the wafting odour of 
decay,” he said. 

Michael Cockerill in the 
Sydney Moming Herald is equal- 
ly scathing. 

“The NSL's greatest success is 
that it has survived this long in 
spite of the gross ineptitude of its 
governing body. Weak leader- 
ship, political expediency and a 
mortal fear of change has put a 
full stop next to reform,” 
Cockerill said. 

Taking a more moderate posi- 
tion is Melbourne’s Herald Sun 
writer Peter Desira. “It will be a 
season with its fair share of prob- 
lems with clubs running scared 
about their own future, but per- 
haps we've become too choosy 
and harsh without realising how 
far our domestic competition has 
come,” Desira wrote. 

Meanwhile, Qantas has 
become a $1 million-plus sponsor 
over three years and Channel 
Seven is going to broadcast a 
weekly, one-hour package of 
NSL highlights. But we've lost 
the ABC’s match of the day, 
which has gone to Seven's pay-tv 


Tony Labbozzette: in favour of restructuring. 


“The new season was sup- 
posed to see a re-launch of the 
NSL with ‘10 to 14 strategically 
located, commercially viable 
clubs with full-time professional 
players and administrators’. 

“What we have are the same 
16 clubs, with at least a quarter of 
them technically insolvent, no 
naming rights sponsor, diminish- 
ing free-to-air TV coverage, 
another exodus of the best young 


8 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — OCTOBER 17, 2000 


station C7. 

Soccer Australia, at this sea- 
son's launch, forecast major 
changes. The league will be 
reduced from 16 to 12 clubs by 
next season. There will be a sec- 
ond division with teams from the 
state leagues in Victoria, NSW, 
Queensland and South Australia 
supplementing the relegated NSL. 
clubs. 

By December all NSL clubs 


“Football (soccer) is the global game, instantly 
recognised around the world. The rest is mere 
parochial tinkering with ill-shaped leather.” 


fies 


will need to lodge their applica- 
tions for next season, according 
to new. criteria, heavily skewed 
towards financial viability, set by 
Soccer Australia, 

“We will evaluate the applica- 
tions in January and February of 
next year, 

We'll make our decisions and 
there will be an appeals process. 
The final decisions will be made 
in April,” NSL general manager 
Stefan Kamasz said. 

Much of the resolve and nerve 
to push the changes through will 
depend on the appointment of 
Soccer Australia chairman Basil 
Scarsella as president of the 
Oceania Soccer Federation, suc- 
ceeding New Zealand's Charles 
Dempsey at next month's elec- 
tion, 

A thoroughly decent man and a 
welcome change to his abrasive 
predecessor David Hill, Scarsella 
has also proved to be somewhat 
of a procrastinator and without 
much ticker, For better or for 
worse, Hill got things done. 

Scarsella allowed things to go 
on as they were. 

If Scarsella is elected, his like- 
ly successor, Victorian commis- 
sioner and former Victorian 
Soccer Federation chairman, Joe 
Brondolino, is expected to be 
much more hands on and a doer. 
A firm proponent of a second 
division and of rationalising the 
NSL, Brondolino is expected to 
effect changes. 

Reforms are definitely on the 
cards, Someone who may not be 
as enamoured 

of Brondolino as others are, 
NSL chairman Tony Labbozzetta, 
is also in favour of restructuring. 
“T don't see any problems. It is 
Soccer Australia policy and we'll 
deal with the matter appropriate- 
ly,” he’s been reported as saying. 

So, there you have it. Like the 
poem states, there's movement at 
the station. But it's also like the 
saying in the shampoo commer- 
cial. When New Zealand model 
and former Rod Stewart wife, 
Rachel Hunter, warbles, “It won't 
hip'n overnight”, she quickly 
adds, “But it will hip'n.” 

And that’s the point in a quar- 
ter of a century of Australian soc- 
cer history. We're all waiting to 
see it happen and some of it even- 
tually does, 

It'll be more grist to Kevin's 
Statistics mill, I, for one, am Jook- 
ing forward to the next instal- 
ment. 


Sydney Olympic Snares 
Five New Sponsors 


By John E Economos 


ydney Olympic last 

Wednesday _ night 

unveiled no less than 
five new sponsors at their 
Season Launch held at the 
plush seafood restaurant 
‘Le Sands’ wedged on the 
shores of Botany Bay at 
Brighton le Sands, 

Olympic’s General man- 
ager and the Club’s former 
captain and international, 
Peter Raskopoulos, 
announced: 

“Tt's with utmost pleasure 
that I can announce that our 
Club for the new League 
season has secured five new 
significant sponsors. 

“They are, ‘Contrabart 
Trade Exchange’, ‘Ascot 
Car Rentals’, ‘Thai 


Promo models paraded Olympic’s new home and away strips for the 
new NSL season. 


Marconi 
Parade 


some new 
recruits 


HURSTVILLE CITY 


MINOTAURS 


COACHES 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
(U14, U15 and U17) 


aHEFFRON PARK 


corner of Fitzgerald Ave and 
Bunnerong Road, Pagewood 


Sunday 22nd October 
9.00am Under 14 
10.00am Under 15 & Under t7 


Sunday 29th October 
9.00am Under 14 
10.00am Under 15 & Under 17 


WANTED 


(Level 2 A Must) 
for 
Cadet U11's and U12’s 
Youth U13, U14, U15 + U16's 
Trials Dates and Venue TBA soon 


For further enquiries, please ring 
Mr Peter Sarikakis 0412 407 830 


From left to right new recruits: Sasa Radulovic, Simon Bell, Costanzo, 
plus new skipper Dominic Longo. At the Microphone is assistant head of Soccer Ross Musso. 


Airways’, “WorldxChange’ 
and ‘Hurlstone Park R.S.L.’. 

Foxtel’s Soccer presenter 
and humorist extraordinaire, 
Andy Paschalidis, was 
engaged by Olympic to fill 
the role as M.C. for the 
evening. 

Andy individually intro- 
duced to the 200 invited 
guests Olympic’s entire new 
NSL playing squad. 

Stunning promo models 
were brought in to parade 
Olympic’s new ‘home’ and 
‘away’ playing strips, 
adomed with all the logos of 
the Team’s new sponsors. 

Sydney Olympic this sea- 
son will be fully outfitted by 
‘Covo Sports’ that make a 
most welcomed return to the 
Club. 


Andy Paschaiidis: Foxtel’s Soccer presenter, M.C. 
at Olymplic’s Season launch. 


“x 


wy 


Angelo John Gibson, John Malsano 


DULI! DULIT DULI! 
OF OF! OF 
DULI! OI! DULI! Ol! 


Dulwich Hill Soccer Club requires players for 
the 2001 Super League Soccer Season. 


NICH HILL 


+ 


Where: Tempe Reserve 
When: Tuesdays & Thursdays at 6.30pm 
From October 10th till November 16th 
Who: U/21s, U/18s. 
1st Grade Only Limited Positions available. Call the Coach: Billy 
Mobile Phone: 0402 415 496 or D. Martins 
if you are 15, 16, or 17 years of age and enjoy playing 
soccer why not give it a go! 
The Club pays for all your expenses and morel! 
Trials will continue for the next five weeks!! 
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Hunter region goes full circle 


By Greg Danvers 


ewcastle United 
was announced as 
the name for the 


NSL Soccer team repre- 
senting the Hunter region 
last week with the colours 
of red and blue retained, 

Marathon Stadium’ at 
Broadmeadow, _ formerly 
known as the Intemational 
Sports Centre (ISC), is their 
home ground bringing soc- 
cer at national level full cir- 
cle back to where Newcastle 
KB United started in 1978, 

In the October 3 edition of 
the ABSW I wrote: “The 
Rowdies held a wake on 
Sunday for the Breakers but 
should be reminded that 
their heritage 
stems back to the 
ISC and if they 
are true support- 
ers will move to 
the new home 
for the 
“Newcastle NSL side and 
support the players.” 

Last week ABSW pub- 
lished a letter from Steve 
Bradbury which in part read: 
“Greg Danvers in his article 
about the ‘rescue’ “Of- the 
Newcastle NSL presence 
(ABSW Oct 3) had the 
temerity to demand of the 
Rowdies supporters that 


they remember their her- 
itage, and questioned 
whether the Rowdies are 
‘true supporters’” 

In all of the emotion that 
has flowed since then many 
questions have been raised 
which I will attempt to 
answer. 

On the demise of the 
Newcastle Breakers and 
Breakers Stadium. 

The Newcastle Breakers 
Football -Club Limited last 
week went into voluntary 
administration and with out- 
standing debts to local credi- 
tors of over $200,000 and 
the former consortium still 
owed over $1.25 million the 
decision by Soccer Australia 
(SA) to give them the flick 
appears warranted. 


As for Breakers Stadium 

Yes it is one of the best 
playing surfaces in the 
league but the owner of 
Newcastle United Con 
Constantine believes going 
to the ISC will be more 
financially viable. Secondly 
the ground is part of the 
assets of the Breakers and 
not Newcastle United. 

On Northem NSW Soccer 


the ‘rescue’. 

Had Bill Walker, Ken 
Kaiser and Neil Jameson not 
been prepared to broker an 
alternative to the financially 
embattled Breakers then 
soccer at national level 
would have gone forever. 

In July the federation sub- 
mitted an alternative propos- 
al atthe request of Soccer 
Australia’s NSL administra- 
tion but they (SA) took their 
time to consider the creden- 
tials of the federation bid 
and the Breakers application 
for continuance of their 
licence, 

All would agree it was 
protracted but ‘due 
diligence’ had to be 
completed. And then 
there was the block- 
ing of the federation 
by an SA commis- 
sioner who support- 

ed David Hall. 

On the Newcastle 
Knights, Marathon Stadium 
and the proposed redevelop- 
ment. 

The Newcastle Knights 
have rallied behind the new 
entity and have provided 
valuable assistance in kick 
starting the marketing struc- 
ture of the club by provid- 
ing, al a fee, the ticketing 


TOTO TO START 
IN HOME GAME 


By Bert Van Bedaf 


he Melbourne 

Knights are 

expected to 
include their overseas 
recruit, Toto Da Costa, 
in the line up against 
Parramatta Power at 
home on Sunday. 

De Costa suffered a 
slight hamstring injury in 
the Laurie Schwab 
memorial match a week 
before the start of the 
NSL season and was 
omitted from the side that 
beat Brisbane Strikers 2-1 
last Saturday. 


"We had control of the 
game. It was great to 
come home with a win," 
Knights coach Vlado 
Vanis said. 


Quietly 
confident. 


Tt was the first time in 
three seasons the Knights 
had won their opening 
match and it certainly 
made for a great start for 
the Knights, whose aver- 
age player age is just over 
21s 

The Knights have 
recruited frugally. The 
squad comprises several 


. Victorian Premier League 


players, some of who are 
rapidly proving them- 
selves. 

Former Bulleen and 
South Dandenong for- 
ward Xhezair Sulemani 
struck the winner for the 
Knights. Sulemani 
impressed pre-season and 
was on the short list of 
several VPL clubs before 


Vanis brought him to 
Sunshine. 

Other players standing 
out are Andy Vargas and 
Joel Porter. 

The Knights still have 
Ransford Banini and 
Adrian Cervinski to add 
to the defence and attack. 

It's therefore no sur- 
prise the Knights are qui- 
etly confident, they can 
be a top six power this 
season. 


Fa a 


oe 


Andy Vargas: Scored 
the opener against the 
Strikers 
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and corporate boxes etc, 
sponsorship approaches, 
media liaison and off-field 
administration. 

Most of this assistance is 
short term as Newcastle 
United FC evolves and their 
administrative team is put in 
place. The head office will 
be in ‘The Store’ building, 
owned by Mr Constantine, 
and is separate from the 
Knights, a tenant of Mr 
Constantine, 

For several years the 
Knights, a long-term tenant 
of the ISC Trust, have recog- 
nised the need to have a bet- 
ter facility for Rugby League 
and in having a better facili- 
ty for their game then 
Football will also reap the 
benefits as will the public. 

The ISC was built with 
public money, is owned by 
the public and is adminis- 
tered by the elected Trust 
members. 

Realistically the only way 
that that facility can and will 
be improved will be by the 
ISC Trust, the Knights and 
Newcastle United working 
together with the support of 
the local, state and federal 
politicians doing what they 
were elected to do and that is 
provide facilities for their 


On the Newcastle United 
players being ordered not to 
attend the Breakers wake. 

Lee Sterrey replied to this 
absurd rumour on the 
Breakers (web page) Forum 
and in part wrote on 

October 7: “We apologise 
for not being able to attend 
tomorrow, but as 1 know you 
will understand we are 
behind other NSL teams in 
our preparation because of 
the two weeks lost and there- 
fore we have to train tomor- 
tow afternoon following our 
friendly against Parramatta 
today. 

“As for my position as a 
Coach, I am still the same 
passionate person about the 
town of Newcastle as | was 
when I first arrived in 1998 
and feel there is so much 
more that I could do for the 
Newcastle team. 

“Tam obviously unable to 
respond to all postings for 
confidentiality reasons and 
my own reasons of trying to 
prepare a team that will rep- 
resent Newcastle as a pas- 
sionate football town.” 

Simmon Babage wrote in 
an email: “The article was 
just another pep up for the 
new team which appears to 
be the mood among the 
media in this town.” 

I can’t speak for my 
media colleagues in the 


By Bert Van Bedaf 


‘yo de Jesus is set to join Carlton and ready to take 
the striker's position against NSL titleholder 


Wollongong Wolves at Epping stadium on Sunday. 


Canberra Cosmos's top striker last season will be 
Carlton's second major recruit this season. Its other top sign- 


ing is Robbie Middleby from Auckland Kingz. 


De Jesus will come into the side to bolster the Carlton 
attack, depleted after the departure of Alex Moreira to 
Northern Spirit pre-season. Carlton has used Ange 
Motsiopouios virtually as its lone striker, with John 


Markovski on the bench. 


Retz 


Stuart Munro: “Ivo De Jesus wiil be a good 
addition to the Carlton squad.” 


Lee Sterrey: Passionate coach. 


Hunter but for me personally 
it has been a pleasure and 
long awaited desire to write 
something positive in rela- 
tion to soccer in the Hunter. 

The future of Football in 
the north is now in the hands 
of Mr Constantine and the 
ability of all around him to 


ensure the club survives 
financially. 

While most will gauge the 
club by the teamis success 
on the park it will be more of 
what they do off the park 
that ensures the longevity of 
an NSL side in Newcastle. 


Ivo De Jesus: Bolsters the Carlton attack. 


Ironically, the Blues beat Cosmos 2-1 in their opening 
match last Saturday with two goals by Archie Thompson. 

Thompson retumed after trialling with Sturm Graz in 
Austria. But the deal fell through, apparently because Graz 


believed the asking price was too much. 


Carlton coach Stuart Munro was pleased to snare De 
Jesus, who has had a stint in Portugal at Benfica. 

"He will be a good addition to our squad. He's a quality 
player,” Munro said. 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


PARRAMATTA POWER 
MARCONI STALLIONS 


By Vince Battiato 


he NSL kicked off last Friday night at the Parramatta 
Stadium where the home side were beaten 2-0 by Marconi 
after being reduced to 10 men right on the stroke of half-time. 

So much irony surrounded the game — the conditions were slippery, 
there were two goals in the match (last season 1-1) and there was even 
a send-off in both matches. 

The Power looked the better of the two sides early in the game and 
they could have taken the lead after as early as three minutes when Joel 
Griffiths got to a cross by Ahmed Elrich but was denied by Marconi 
keeper David Aceski. 

Griffiths, who had been so ili earlier in the day he was put on a drip 
by the team doctor, showed no signs of ill health as he tormented a 
Marconi defensive line still searching for a comfortable formula so early 
in the season. 

Parramatta should have gone ahead on 23 minutes when a Milan 
Blagojevic free-kick was floated into the box. Deceiving everyone the 
ball rebounded off Hamilton Thorp’s upper thigh and away from goal 
from two yards. 

Dominating the match but with no score on the board, Parramatta’s 
luck turned for the worse on the stroke of half-time. 


ADELAIDE CITY 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 


By Allan Crisp 


‘hen Micky Petersen recalls his first NSL coaching assign- 
ment, the former Australian international will be able to 


relate that his South Melbourne team defeated Adelaide 
City 3-1 on its home turf. 

While that was a meritorious start for the new chum, it was wily old 
fox Zoran Matic, in charge of his 400th NSL game, who sprang the sur- 
prises. 

Matic, fully aware of his team’s inexperience, attempted to balance 
the budget by unleashing a full throttle assault from the kick-off in the 
quest for an early breakthrough. 

Despite the best attacking efforts of Claudio Pelosi, Nathan Day, Nick 
Sabljak, Brad Hassell and the probing long passes of deputy captain Carl 
Veart, City was denied by the stubbom South defence. 

But, Petersen paid Matic the ultimate accolade by saying post game 
that it had been “a hard first 20 minutes” for his team. 

In the wash-up of a rainy October night, the big difference between 
the sides proved to be South’s ball-hungry Andy Vlahos, silky skipper 
Paul Trimboli and veteran defender Mehmet Durakovic. — 

The Force also had its heroes, principally the aforementioned players, 
who were well supported by young guns Lucas Pantelis and Louis 
Brain, until, as Matic put it, “Young Pantelis ran out of energy.” 

There was hope for the future also, with sterling performances from 
City’s new central defensive men, Ante Kovacevic and Fabrizio 
Bucciarelli. 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
PERTH GLORY 


By Otto Bader 


the two sides resulted in another draw, but this time no penal- 

ty shoot-out was ordered and just as well as the Wolves oth- 
erwise reliable hit-man Stuart Young missed the golden opportuni- 
ty to secure three points with the last kick of the game, the Perth 
keeper Jason Petkovic diving correctly to his right to collect the 
rather softly taken spot kick. 

Twice Wolves striker Sasho Petrovski hit the wood work of the Perth 
goal, another opportunity the same player tried to chip the ball over the 
Perth keeper forcing him to an excellent finger-tip save, giant defender 
David Cervinski was ruled off-side with the goal at his mercy, sweeper 
Ben Blake had a top shat just going wide. 

To be truthful Perth had two golden chances to make it count, one 
they did with a free-kick from Damian Mori in the 50th minute from 35 
metres out. No wall was put up by the Wolves as admitted afterwards by 
defender George Souris, proving fatal as Mori’s shot went in just scrap- 
ing the near post, even though Wolves keeper Daniel Beltrame got a 
hand to it, the shot was too strong and. went into the net. 

Nobody could fai! to notice that the Wolves continued their entertain- 
ing style of play from last season and the preparation of coach Ron 
Corry must have done the trick, the side showed team spirit, commit- 


T* eagerly awaited replay of the June Grand Final between 


Les Pogliacomi sent a long throw out to the left 
for Peter Bennett to chase. Skimming along the 
slippery surface it became a 50-50 ball between 
Bennett and Chad Gibson. Clashing heavily the 
pair ended up on the deck, Bennett eventually 
unleashing an elbow to break free. On the advice 
of linesman John Bowdler, the referee had no 
option but to show Bennett the red. 

Marconi came out a new side in the second 
half and took full advantage of the extra man. 

Ralph Bove, Norman Tome, John Maisano and 
Angelo Costanzo were all having great games for 
the Fairfielders and they should have gone ahead 
on the hour mark, 

Tome thread a ball through for Maisano who fF 
drew the keeper but missed the far post by cen- 
tremetres. 

Marconi didn’t have to wait much longer for a 
goal when just five minutes later they found the 
net through Chad Gibson. 

A Darren McDonald cross fell to Tome, who 
layed it back for John Gibson, Gibson in turn squared it to brother Chad 
who made no mistake, the ball taking a slight deflection off Alex Tobin. 

To their credit, although » man down, the Power went for the win and 
it wasn’t until two minutes into stoppage time that the victory was 
secure for Marconi when Chad Gibson curled a superb free-kick from 
outside the box into the top left-hand comer. 


Andy Viahos: Two goals and a red card. 


Vlahos threatened to turn the game into a one-man show by taking 
South’s nine comer kicks from both flanks and by hogging most of the 
free kicks. 

And it was Vlahos who seized the moment in the 66th minute when 


Stuart Young: Equaliser. 


Chad Gibson secures victory scoring from a free-kick to make it 2-0. 


To add some colour to the match and the beginning of a new season 
Chad celebrated with his brother John after revealing his humourous 
side with the message written on his white T-shirt under his playing 
strip. 

Obvious as it was, it was still very amusing. 


City was down to 10 men with Pelosi forced off the field with a groin 
injury that could sideline the ace striker for several weeks. 

That indeed was the turning point as Vlahos leapt the goalline fence 
to celebrate his success after accepting a pass from Trimboli to cut into 
the six metre area and rifle the ball past a ruck of defenders. 

Tt was 1-1 with 10 minutes left as Hassell angled a superb 25 metre 
screamer past Michael Petkovic in the South goal. 

Petersen admitted that, “My heart sank when Hassell scored that bril- 
liant goal.” 

Just three minutes later, Viahos restored Southis lead when he col- 
lected a pass from Steve losafidis to repeat his earlier effort. 

Unfortunately, Vlahos again celebrated beyond the pitch boundaries, 
prompting referee Con Diomis to exert the extreme letter of the law by 
issuing the striker with a red card. 

South’s Perth Glory recruit Vas Kalogeracos, who came off the bench 
to replace John Anastasiadis in the 61st minute, made it 3-1 when he 
swept into the centre to deliver the killer-punch to the Force team. 

During the earlier exchanges when City dominated, Day had a claim 
for hand ball against Durakovic disallowed after Pantelis had created the 
opening. 

The two founding members of the NSL looked headed for a scoreless 
draw after Sabljak had a shot blocked by Durakovic, before Day forced 
Petkovic into a diving save. 

City goalkeeper Adrian Cagalj then made a brilliant one-handed stop 
to deny Anastasiadis. 

Just before half time Vlahos showed no hint of his later accuracy 
when his first time drive put the corner flag under greater threat than the 
goal net. 

Perhaps the slippery surface contributed, but Kiwi international 
Vaughan Covney also had a sitter slip by blazing wide from close range. 


ment and fine soccer which was a delight to watch, 

The score at the break was 0-0 and perhaps the Wolves deserved to be 
ahead, Chances were missed, but that is football as both coaches stated 
afterwards, it happens, sometimes the ball goes into the net, other days 
nothing works. 

After Perth took the lead in the second half, just three minutes later 
the Wolves were awarded a penalty which looked rather soft and came 
a little bit to the surprise of striker Scott Chipperfield. Stuart Young 


‘made no mistake and equalised for the final score 1-1. 


The Wolves pressed for a result and had various attacks while Perth 
seemed to be satisfied to settle for one point. In the 93rd minute, the 
Wolves again were awarded a penalty, this time Chipperfield was 
fouled, but Stuart Young did not have the nerve to convert, the Perth 
keeper guessed the right way and saved a soft shot. 

Wolves coach Ron Corry said he was happy with the form displayed 
by all his players, but was critical of the surface. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


By Glenn Davis 


risbane Strikers’ proud home ground advantage crashed at 
B= first hurdle of the new season going down 2-1 to a new 

look Melbourne Knights at Suncorp Stadium on Saturday 
night. 

The Knights, fielding only six players from last year’s line-up, scored 
a goal in each half to deny the Strikers a repeat of their dream start last 
season when they were unbeaten at the top of the top table after nine 
rounds. 

The Strikers also were missing several keys players from last year 
including defender Glenn Gwynne, out for the season witha knee injury, 
suspended skipper Stu McLaren while keeper Clint Bolton and Chay 
Hews have moved on. 

Young midfield dynamo Wayne Srhoj, who is tossing up between an 
overseas contract and the Strikers, also was missing but the club is hope- 
ful he’ll re-sign this week, 

The-match, played before a poor crowd of only 2,349 spectators, had 
plenty of action, even before the kickoff when Strikers’ manager Jan 
Dalzell was banned from the players’ race by Sydney referee Brett Hugo 
because of alleged past indiscretions. 

Andy Vargas, one of the Knights’ gang of new boys, opened the scor- 
ing for the visitors in the 41st minute from an indirect free-kick which 
he curled around the Strikers’ defensive wall from 20 metres next to 


upright. 


CANBERRA COSMOS 
CARLTON SC 


By Graham Cooke 


ing leaving striker Archie Thompson out of the starting line- 
up for Saturday night’s game against Canberra Cosmos at 
Bruce Stadium, 

“He arrived back in the country two days ago and looked pretty tired, 
but in the end I decided I couldn’t afford to go without a player of his 
quality,” Munro said, 

It proved an inspired decision. Thompson sank the Cosmos with a 
goal in each half, and had clear opportunities for a couple more as the 
Victorians settled to their task after a hesitant opening and eventually 
won 2-1. 

He struck in the 14th minute when goalkeeper Barney Smith made his 
only mistake of the game — missing a comer by Lubo Lapsansky and 
allowing Thompson the opportunity to drive the ball home from close 
range. 

Smith had no chance with the second, three minutes after half time, 
although his colleagues in defence were at fault for not spotting 
Thompson drifting in for the kill as Craig Deans crossed. In the event he 
had all the time he needed to pick his spot, and strikers of Thompson’s 
quality rarely miss in those circumstances. 

Beaten twice, Smith also denied his tormentor a hat-trick in the 51st 
minute when he brought off a fine save from Thompson's diving head- 
er. 


Ca coach Stuart Munro admitted he had been consider- 


EASTERN PRIDE 1 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 1 


exciting NSL debut, in which he scored a great goal. 


Ne Roach almost stole the show on Saturday night with an 
Unfortunately for Eastern Pride fans it wasn’t enough as the 


Jeff Hopkins: Happy with a point, 


The — Strikers 
had their chances 
earlier with for- 
ward Peter Dwyer 
lofting a shot over 
the crossbar in the 
23rd minute while 
stand-in skipper 
Nick Meredith 
missed from the 
penalty spot after 
midfielder Jeromy 
Harris cut back a 
ball sharply from 
the byline. 

Vargas missed 
giving the Knights 
a two-goal buffer 
a minute into the 
second half when 
his shot from 
inside the penalty 
box hit the upright 
and rebounded to striker Joel Porter for an easy tap-in, 

However, Hugo disallowed Porter’s goal after ruling him offside. 

The Strikers still looked menacing despite trailing and coach John 
Kosmina’s 4-3-3 combination was dangerous on several occasions. 

Within a minute of Porter's disallowed goal, striker Paul Foster, 
glanced a header wide of the Knight’s goal and minutes later missed the 


Nick Meredith: Denied on numerous 
occasions. 


And in a dramatic night for the striker, he was lucky to escape being 
sent off when, after a bad tackle by Robbie Hooker, he retaliated by 
shoving an arm into the Cosmos captain's face. 

Hooker crashed to the turf and the small Canberra crowd called for a 
dismissal. Referee Jeremy Blaney disagreed, and showed both players a 
yellow card. 

Three minutes later new signing Marcus Phillips gave Canberra the 
goal that many thought would never come with a superb, curling shot 
which deceived goalkeeper Dean Anastasiadis. 

Munro later described it as “a wonder goal...it turned the game for 
them and gave us a very worrying last 15 minutes”, 

However his Cosmos opposite number, Tom Sermanni, said he could 
have no quarrel with the result. “Carlton deserved the points,” he said. 

“Having said that, there are a lot of positives for us. “We were well in 
the game until the second goal and then, of course, we conceded a sec- 
ond and took the pressure off them at a crucial stage. 

“We have to learn to make teams really work for the goals they score 
against us, Our goal put us on a roll and showed we have courage and 
character, 

“There are plenty of good things to work on.” 
Munro said points are always harder to gather at this stage of the sea- 
son. “You are generally not as fast and sharp as you can te, and 90 per 


~ cent of the teams you play against have made considerable changes from 


the previous season,” he said. 

“So obviously, we are happy to make this start.” 

He did not know how much longer he could keep Thompson at 
Carlton, 

“Tf clubs overseas put up good money for him we really can’t hold 
him back. 


game ended in a 1-1 draw against Newcastle United. 

The opening stanza of the first half clearly belonged to Pride, with 
Juan Nilo and Neville Roach continually upfront and threatening. 

Newcastle had to wait until 13 minutes into the game when John 
Buonovoglia threatened the goals with some speedy play and had two 
Opportunities to score, but was thwarted by the good work of Bojo 
Jevdjevic in goals. Esala Masi for Newscastle also threatened with some 
powerfully taken shots, but was off the target. 

Special mention must also go to Eastern Pride player Ante Deak who 
continually kept running hard at the Newcastle defence and was able to 
fire some powerful shots on goal. ‘ 

The score at half time was 0-0. 

Then came the Neville Roach show. He had already excited the crowd 
with excellent foot skills and one, two passing and back heeled passes. 

From a well taken John Hutchinson throw, Pride defender Paul 
Wearne headed the ball in close range of the goal, in stepped Roach at 
the 50 minute mark, with a superb shot on goal that rocked into the back 
of the net and set the Pride fans alight. 

He nearly scored 73 minutes into the game when he broke free and 
had a chance to beat the keeper on a tight angle, but good work by 
Newcastle Keeper Brad Swancott defied Roach his second goal of the 


Newcastle maintained its pressure on the Pride defence and was 
rewarded with a penalty when John Buonavoglia was infringed upon by 
a Pride defender, denying him access to the ball and referee Gerry 
Connelly awarded a penalty. 

Anthony Surjan stepped up to the spot and made no mistake. 
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simplest of chances from close range, again off a Harris cross. 

Knights’ keeper Martin John earned his wages on the night with a 
brilliant acrobatic save to deny Meredith an 18-metre piledriver in the 
56th minute. 

Eventually the Strikers grabbed the equaliser in the 58th minute when 
the Knights defence let a Meredith comer go, thinking it was going out. 

However, in a congested box, the ball appeared to rebound off the 
upright falling perfectly for Strikers’ midfielder Peter Grierson to blast 
home. 

With the match evenly poised, a disastrous mistake from Strikers’ 
central defender Matt Bell enabled the visitors to get back in front. 

Bell attempted a back-pass to keeper Daniel Duke , but Knights’ 
striker Xhezair Sulemani pounced for the intercept before coolly slotting 
home to give his side a 2-1 lead. 

The Knights could have extended their lead eight minutes later when 
defender Rod Vargas missed a simple header from close range off a 
Porter cross. 

Despite the defeat, Kosmina took plenty of positives from the match 
particularly the performaces from some of the younger brigade and his 
attacking system. 

“T played three up front and I was quite happy with the way things 
worked out,” Kosmina said. 

“The first half was fine and I was always confident we could drag a 
goal back. 

“Tt was a pity we gave away a silly goal in the second half.” 

Kosmina’s defence will undergo a minor re-shuffle for their next 
away game against Newcastle with skipper McLaren slotting in at the 
back. 


Archie Thompson: Match winner. 


Archie isa talent and he deserves a bigger stage. I think it will be only 
a matter of time before he does go.” 

And after Saturday's performance there will be many coaches in the 
NSL hoping the departure is before the Carlton fixture comes round. 


Both sides tried to clutch the winning goal with efforts from 
Newcastle's Masi and Pride’s Deak, both unable to score, and the game 
finished fittingly at a 1-1 draw. 


John Buonavoglia: Newcastle’s best. 


| NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


SYDNEY UNITED 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 


By Vince Battiato 


ydney United came from behind to score twice in the final 17 
minutes at the Sydney United Sports Centre on Sunday after 
falling behind after only five minutes. 

United’s hero was Zlatko Arambasic who netted twice for the home 
side giving Alan Hunter his first victory as United’s coach. 

After being outplayed in the match up to that point Arambasic got on 
the end of a Talevski cross down the right on 73 minutes. Flying into the 
box, his rocket header gave John Perosh in the Spirit goal no chance. 

The goal gave the home side momentum after they lacked it for most 
of the game. They weren’t helped by the loss of Brett Hughes to injury 
after only eight minutes. 

The Spirit who had dominated. the game and earlier taken the lead 
through a Matthew Langdon strike after only five minutes seemed rat- 
tled and paid dearly for not closing out the game before half-time which 
they probably deserved. 

The Spirit were caught square at the back on a number of occasions 
in the final 15 minutes and it cost them the points with just three min- 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
AUCKLAND KINGZ 


By John Economos 


proved sufficient to down an underdone Auckland Kingz 2-0 
last Sunday night at the Belmore Sports Ground. 

Goals by Olympic’s left midfielder Ante Moric (34th) and playmak- 
er Kresimir Marusic (78th), created the turbulence that finally torpedoed 
the ‘Auckland ship’. 

However Olympic’s chief navigator for destruction was dynamic 
teenage striker Nick Carle who terrorised the Kingz’ defenders with his 
twisting, unpredictable raids, and engineered Olympic’s second goal 12 
minutes from the bell. 

Carle, largely a bench player for most of last season, relished starting 
the match as the team’s only recognised striker who was partnered 
upfront with newly signed midfield teenager Greg Owens. 

Tt was Carle in the 12th minute that sliced his way up the left, cut back 
a lovely ball into the path of his skipper and sweeper Ante Juric who 
tocked the crossbar with his angled drive from the left 12 metres out. 

Eight minutes later Carle’s strike twin Owens shaved the upright from 
the edge of the box. 

With four minutes left before the break, Olympic’s central marker 
Scotty Baillie and with Owen in an apparent off-side position, galloped 
up the right flank past a heap of stunned Kingz’ defenders who had 
stopped for an ‘off-side’ play. The flag went up but the ref didn’t blow 
the whistle as Baillie kept forging ahead to whip in a flat cross allowing 
Moric to slot into the target from five metres. 


Se: Olympic scored a goal in each session that ultimately 


Marconi v Parramatta Power 
3—A. Costanzo (MS 

2— R. Bove (MS) 

1— J. Griffiths (PP) 


Brisbane v Melbourne Knights 


Alan Hunter: Thrifled. 


Olympic dominated almost the entire first session before the Kiwis 
tried to strike back in the second for an equaliser. 

The Kingz did score six minutes from the bell when left midfield 
debutant Aaron Lines headed a cross into the target for what looked to 
be a legitimate goal, but was disallowed for ‘off-side’. 

The Kingz understandably lacked fluency by fielding no less than six 
new signings plus later two new substitutes. Compounding the Kingz’ 
headaches was the fact they'd played few lead-up matches in the off sea- 
son. 

The New Zealand midfield quintet of Jonathan Perry, Andy Bluhm, 
skipper Harry Ngata, Chris Jackson and Aaran Lines, couldn’t hold their 
Olympic counterparts. 


With 12 minutes left, Olympic switched play wide to the left where - 


Carle coolly collected to again twist his way clear and whip infield a 
perfect cross, setting up Marusic who drilled the target. 

Previous poor finishing denied Olympic further goals, whilst on the 
other hand with more games together, plus the return to full fitness by 
veteran strikers Wynton Rufer and Freddie de Jong, the Kingz will 
rapidly improve. 

Outstanding performers for Olympic were teenage striker Nick Carle, 
tough midfield-marker Paul Kohler, captain and sweeper Ante Juric plus 
sturdy stopper Scotty Baillie. For the New Zealanders, captain and mid- 
fielder Harry Ngata, newly signed stopper Michael Cartwright and left 
midfielder Aaran Lines all did well, 

In the Kingz’ dressing rooms, co-coach Shane Rufer, stated to 
ABSW: “We lacked games in our preparations during the off season and 
today we felt it as I believe we were under-done by at least two match- 
es. We had many (seven) players today that were playing their first 
match for the Kingz. 

“With them they're not used to travelling before a game by air and 


ABSW (@} 


utes remaining. 

With an attack breaking down, Arambasic broke away from inside his 
own half, and although chased down by Paul Bilokapic, he did well to 
coolly slot past the advancing Perosh. 

The Spirit, with new Rangers owners looking on, could consider 
themselves unlucky. 

They had the better of the game and if not for some poor finishing 
could have wrapped up the match in the first half. 

Despite the loss coach Graham Arnold was pleased with his troops: 

“We played better today than we did in the whole of last season,” he 
said. 

“There was only one team out there for 75 minutes but that’s foot- 


-ball.” 


Amold was optimistic about his team’s chances this season: 

“Last season we won this match and were hopeless for the rest of the 
year. We lost today so maybe that’s a sign of better things to come. 

“The boys played extremely well today and we just have to build on 
that.” 

Understandably, United coach Hunter was thrilled with the victory: 

“Tt’s great,” he said, “We got on a roll and we went on with it. The 
boys got through a lot of work and although we didn’t get into the game 
until the second half, I’m happy to take the points early in the season.” 


g another small disruption was 
that we were forced for tele- 
vision to change again our 
strip before kick off. Al 
unsettling stuff. 

“Having said all this, I 
thought overall we were out- 
played by a good Sydney 

@ Olympic team which was out 

ja for revenge after we had 

q beaten them in both games 
last season. Two stupid 
errors cost us dearly. For the 
first goal we failed to play to 
the whistle, and we were 
unlucky to have a goal disal- 
lowed.” 

Meanwhile Olympic’s 
coach Branko Culina happily 
stated: “I thought our best 

Nick Carle: Olympic’s dynamle action was the lead up play to 

striker. the one involving 

MacAllister’s miss at goal, 

but overall I was delighted for the players as we’ ve had a lot of changes. 

With more luck I thought we could have doubled the score and it was 

good to see the referee (Mark Shields) enjoying himself with all the 

players. Today we used only three of the players who were regulars last 
season. We've still got a long way to go.” 


PROGRESSIVE POINTS AFTER 
KOUND ONE 


Adelaide City v South Melbourne 


) 


Canberra Cosmos v Cariton SC 


(Sydney United) 


(Wollongong Wolves) 
(Sydney Olympic) 
(Marconi Stallions) 
(Eastern Pride) 
(Carlton SC) 
(Melbourne Knights) 
(South Melbourne) 


3 — A. Vargas (MK) 
2— P. Grierson (BS) 
1 — J. Porter (MK) 


3— A. Thompson {C} 
2—L. Lapsansky (C) 
1—M. Phillips (CC) 


Eastern Pride v Newcastle United 
3—N. Roach (EP) 

2— J. Buonavoglia (NU) 

4.— J. Nilo (EP) 


Wollongong Wolves v Perth Glory 
3 — B. Blake (WW) 

2— D. Mori (PG) 

+ — S. Petrovski (WW) 


Sydney United v Northern Spirit 
3 — Z. Arambasic (SU) 

2— M. Langdon (NS) 

1—S. Tolios (SU) 


Sydney Olympic v Auckland Kingz 
3—N. Carle (SO) 
2 — H. Ngata (AK) 
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OLYMPIC IMPRESSIONS 


Two of the Matildas give us their impressions of competing at the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games 


eg 


n being an 
Olympian = =s_ / 
Competing at an 


Olympic Games... 

“Definitely the Olympics 
is one of those things - the 
whole experience - you can’t 
replace it with anything else. 
The Olympics is such a dif- 
ferent event which comes 
once or maybe twice in a 
lifetime. To be part of the 
Olympic family, you can’t 
beat it.” 


On life in the Olympic 
Village 

It was pretty cool. I think 
because we’re used to living 
at the Institute, it was like 
being at home, except with 
thousands more people. It 
was teally good, really 
enjoyable. Spotting the 
stars, and living next door to 
Pat Rafter and Lieyton 
Hewitt, the softball and the 
hockey girls. We were cap- 
tured in our own world, not 
just with other Australians, 
but with athletes from 
around the world, 


On coming so close to 
the Olympic semifinals 

It still haunts me, I’m still 
bitter when I think about it. I 
can deal with the German 
game because, .although we 
played great in the first half, 
I think we were outclassed in 
the second half. So I can 


deal with that because we -- 


gave it our best shot. 

Against Sweden and 
Brazil, it was our own errors 
that caused us to get into 
trouble. But especially 
against Brazil, 60 minutes in 
then we shot ourselves in the 
foot. We were so close, but 
in the end so far away. 

I think it was great for our 
team to come from 11th and 
compete against the top 
seven teams. I think it was 
always going to be difficult 
for us. We've improved 
immensely. The Sweden and 
Brazil games could have 
gone either way on the day. 


On the Matildas’ perfor- 


mance overall 
Our team has definitely 
improved in leaps and 


bounds in a short amount of 


time. The other teams have 
all had four years together to 
prepare. We've had just 12 
months under Chris’ influ- 
ence. He’s had one year to 
do what he has and I think 
he’s done an incredible job, 
seeing how close we came. 
Maybe if we'd had just one 
year more, or even four, 
we'd have got even better 
results. 

At the end of the day, we 
showed we could compete. 
We were 20 minutes away 
from making the semifinals. 


Your favourite Olympic 
memory? 

Walking out onto the 
Sydney Football Stadium, 
the reception of the crowd, 
The crowd was incredible - 
yelling, cheering, chanting. 
They were right behind us 
the whole game. It was fan- 
tastic knowing every single 
person was cheering for you. 

Also, the Opening and 
Closing Ceremonies were 
fantastic, 


Where to now? 
Tl be moving on to the 


Alison Forman: The Olympics was an amazing 
experience for her. 

next stage in my life - going 

back to Denmark to play pro- 


fessionally for Fortuna. 


Depending on who’s pick- 
ing the team, I'd still love to 
fepresent Australia. I think 1 


Now Extra Virgin 
Pure Olive Oil 


Available 
at all 
Delicatessens 
& Selective 


Super 
Markets 
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SYDNEY 
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4 Carrington Rd, Marrickville NSW 2204 
Fax: (02) 9558 8299 


MELBOURNE 


Delta Sales P/L 


17-21 Hodgson St, Brunswick Vic 3056 
Fax: (03) 9387 5693 
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BRYONY DUUS 


ed atthe time. I don't know to 
be honest ~ I can't ever begin 


We'd hoped to be amongst 
the medal chances, and really 
from a year ago, there's been 
ai entire transformation of our 
team, {think all we need is 2 
bit more belief in ourselves 
and that would really make @ 
difference. 


have the knowledge to pass 
on to the younger players, 
and would still like to keep 
playing. To see the team 
hopefully keep improving, 
and go up to the next level. 


On the crowds 

The crowds were fintastic, 
excellent, especially at the 
Brazil game | didn't know 
we'd get that much support ~ 
Sellout crowds every game. 

Just knowing my whole 
family . was © there wo 
Knowing that gave me 2 huge 
boost -They’ve been there 
throughout: my: whole career, 
and now they had the opportu- 
hity to see me atthe Olympics. 
it was giving something back 
to them, 


“mental value, 1 was proud snd | 
pleased I knew somebody else 


the Gold Coast: and’ Fraser 
island, Then there's the 
national league in November, 
1 plan to go back to 
Canberra and find a job, get on 
with my life and cam 4 
money. Then I'll probably go 
back to study next year. 


-™ 


Bryony Duus: Honoured to be part of the Sydney 
Olympic Games. 


ar me a fon to the vexed 
problem or reducing the number of 
teams in the NSL for next season 
(2001-2002) without legal proceed- 
ings and courtroom battles, 

Tt may not be flawless or perfect, 
but it goes as close to fixing the prob- 
Jem without litigation hassles, pro- 
vided the majority of the 16 clubs 
agree to this proposal. 

Firstly a two division NSL compe- 
tition with promotion and relegation 
has to be put in place for the 2001- 
2002 season. Once that's agreed 
upon, those that finish in the top 
eight on the ladder at the end of the 
season, go straight into First 
Division. 

To make it fair, another two will 
join them after the remaining cight 
teams play each other in a home and 
away round robin system during the 
off season to-make it a 10 team First 
Division comp. The remaining six 
form the nucleus of the Second 
Division with another four or six 
teuims added on. 

If Soccer Australia wants a 12 
{cam competition instead of 10 
(which I prefer) then the same princi- 
pal applies with the top 10 at the end 
of season forming the first or Premier 
Division, plus two more added on by 
qualifying in the off season between 
the remaining six teams. 

That way no one can complain of 
missing out in qualifying for the top 
division due to injuries and suspén- 
sions, once the round robin system ts 
played for those final two positions. 
In other words those that miss the 
initial cut, all get a second chance, 

Whichever way it goes, whether 
it’s 10 or 12 teams, we also need to 
have a longer domestic season for the 
players to remain in Australia long 
term. With a four-week break in mid- 


United boss Sir Alex Ferguson. 
In another twist to 


important upcoming fixtures. 


Rangers’ cross 
Glasgow Celtic. 


town 


has been outstanding this season. 


the 
Ferguson/Bosnich saga, Mark was 
blocked from the move because 
Ferguson wanted him to stay for 


Bozza’s agent, Steve Kutner, 
revealed that Mark was interested in 
a move up north even though he 
recently rejected a move to 
ivals, 


Many pundits believe Bosnich is 
still third in the pecking order at 
Manchester United, behind Fabien 
Barthez and Raimond Van der 
Gouw, even though neither keeper 


Italian giants AC Milan have 


season for international matches 
(Jan-Feb), 3. five-and-a-half month 
season for professional players. 

Not involved im finals matches in 
may and early June, is simply 0 
short a season to earn enough money 
to stay at home. 


Now that the Sydney Olympics are 
Over, this area can be addressed by 
starting the season at the beginning 
of August, in line with the-English 
and other European domestic compe- 
titions. By lengthening the season 
with an extra two-and-a-half months, 
you also reduce the number of mid- 
week games played in front of small 
crowds, that does nothing to help 
player payments or balance the 
books. 


Mark Bosnich: Another twist in 
his Manchester United saga. 


to go to three NSL games in cight 
days, even if they can find the time. 


36 rounds into eight playing months 
with only a few mid-week games. If 
it’s 12 teams, then 33 rounds can be 
accommodated without any mid- 
week 


Power have ground problems in 
August and September, then all their 
early season games can be played 
away from home. Now that should 
hot be too hard to work out, unless 
someone else has a better plan, If not, 
then let's just see if Soccer 
Australia’s administrators can fix up 
the local soccer scene (NSL) once 
and for all to everyone's satisfaction, 
and without too mitch negative pub- 
licity in the media. 


have a proper plan now, not near the 
end of this new season, or the middle 
of next year. 


sions now, then they don’t haye the 
local game at heart and should 
resign, and fet people who will do the 
job take their place. 


minister for the Olympics Michael 
Knight is available for the top job? I 
tell you what, with his record I would 
bet my house he wouldn't do any 
worse than this lot, We'll just have to 
wait and see what happens next year, 


You are right about one thing — the 
hard decisions do need to be made: ~ 
Ed. 


After all how many fans can afford 


Finally if it’s 10 teams, you can fit 


‘Also if clubs {ike Parramatta 


IF they want to succeed it has to 


If they don't make the hard deci- 


Before 1 go, 1 wonder if the ex- 


Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang QLD. 


Another interesting NSL scenario, 


shown interest in Olyroo Captain 
Brett Emerton after his sterling per- 
formance against Italy at the 
Olympic Games. 

Emerton is starting to establish 
his name at club Feyenoord and was 
flattered with being linked to one of 
the world’s strongest clubs. 

“AC Milan is one of the biggest 
clubs in the world, so you have to 
take that talk very seriously. It is a 
great honour that a club like Milan 
is showing interest,” he said. 

England: Premier League — 
Mark Viduka scored twice as Leeds 
United defeated Charlton Athletic 
3-1 on Saturday. 

Viduka scored both of his goals in 
the second half and has scored five 
times in his last three games. 

Jacob Bums also played a full 
game for Leeds, replacing the 
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Problem Solved |\zZZZEEZZAZZZ 
Not Impressed 


Dear Sir, 

Talways thought SBS was 
the number one soccer sta- 
tion, why did they not show 
the 
between 
Germany the last game to be 
played at Wembley 
NO” they would rather put 
on second rate soccer fixture 
between 


qualifying 
England 


game 
and 


“OH 


Australia and 


or 


E-mail: soceerweeklyGhotmail.com : 


or 
Fax: 9550 9332 


With Aevind ficken Did you know that there are over 100 Australian soccer players ply- 

ing their trade in many of the top leagues around the world? Every year new names emerge on 

the world stage, painting the picture of green and gold into a portrait of global recognition Aussie 
Around The Globe is our weekly look at the exploits of these players and their performance. 


ark Bosnich has been 
denied a loan move to 
Glasgow Rangers by 


injured Olivier Dacourt. 

It was his first start for Leeds. 
John Aloisi scored a goal as 
Coventry City beat Tottenham 
Hotspur 2-1 in a heated affair at 
Highfield Road. 

Danny Tiatto played a full game 
in Manchester City’s 2-0 win 
against Bradford. 

Germany: Paul Agostino played 
a full game as 1860 Munich were 
thrashed by FC Kaiserslautern 4-0. 

Where are they now: Emie 
Tapai plays in Singaporeis S- 
League and is regarded as one of 
Home Unitedis best players. 

Ross Aloisi (brother to John) 
plays in Austria’s Max Bundesliga 
with SW Bregenz. 

Ante Covic keeps for Greek team 
Kavala, while Josip Bacak plays for 
Dutch side Vitesse Amhem. 


ABsw (®} 


Korea which is of no interest 
to anybody. 

Not Impressed, 

“Hampton Park, VIC. 


I think you'll find the 
problem is one of not own- 
ing the rights to the match. 
I'm sure they would have 
loved to show it had they 
been allowed to. - Ed. 


3 No Wronder 


Dear Sir, ership issue, Soccer Australia’s pathetic han- 
It makes you wonder about the future of — dling of this matter and Soccer in this country 
Soccer in Australia, when an 
element(s) in the sport’s 
“Governing Body,” 

Soccer Australia deems it 
necessary to email a computer 
virus, in an apparent act of 
fetribution, to people who 
dared to speak their mind on 
the Newcastle Breakers own- 


LIBRIS IND UTE 
[i DUT DL 


Postal Addressed to: 
P.O. Box 155 Marrickville NSW 1475 


altogether. 


Signed Sad 
Brett Williams 
By e-mail 


Hard to comment on this one 
Brett. - Ed. 


@ 9564 1224 


Jacob Burns: Played his first full 
maich for Leeds United. 


5 


pes 


—_ 


Stadium Abbreviations 


BJS Bob Jane Stadium 

CSG Campbelltown Sports Ground 
ES Ericsson Stadium 

BS Bruce Stadium 

BSG Belmore Sports Ground 

MP Mobil Park 

HS Hindmarsh Stadium 


MS Marconi Stadium 

KS _ Knights Stadium 

COB Carrington Oval, 
Bathurst 


WINS WIN Stadium 
NSO Northern Sydney Oval 
OP Olympic Park 
PO Perth Oval 
PS Parramatta Stadium 
SMS = Suncorp Metway Stadium 
SUSC Sydney United 
Sports Centre 
NPS North Power Stadium, 
{Gosford) 
PEN Penrith Stadium 
MAR Marathon Stadium 


Round 6 (w/e 19 November) 


Adelaide City Force vs 
Newcastle vs 

Perth Glory vs 
Marconi Stallions - vs 
Parramatta Power vs 
South Melbourne vs. 
Melbourne Knights vs 
Carlton vs 


Parramatta Power 
Newcastle 
Wollongong Wolves 
Brisbane Strikers 
Canberra Cosmos 
Melbourne Knights 
South Melbourne 
Marconi Stallions 


GB&GRRE6 5 


Northern Spirit 
Newcastle 

Adelaide City Force 
Perth Glory 
Brisbane Strikers 
Marconi Stallions 
Melbourne Knights 
Carlton 


EEREEEEESE 


Round 12 (Fri 29/Sat 30 Dee) | 


Round 18 (w/e 


Northern Spirit HS 
Canberra Cosmos MAR 
Auckland Kingz PO 
Sydney Olympic MS 


Wollongong Wolves PS 
Brisbane Strikers BJS 
Sydney United KS 
Eastern Pride BIS 


Northern Spirit PS 
Sydney United MAR 
Eastern Pride WINS 
Adelaide City Force SMS 
Auckland Kingz BS 
Perth Glory KS 
Sydney Olympic BJS 
Carlton MS 


Eastern Pride NSO 
Auckland Kingz MAR 
Sydney Olympic HS 
Sydney United PO 


Parramatta Power SMS 
Wollongong Wolves MS 
Canberra Cosmos KS 
* South Melbourne BJS 


Round 24 (w/e 25 March) 


Newcastle 
Wollongong Wolves 
Canberra Cosmos 
Marconi Stallions 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights 
Parramatta Power 
Carlton 


GBESEEEEESE 


Perth Glory MAR 
South Melbourne WINS 
Sydney United BS 
Northern Spirit MS 
Eastern Pride SMS 
Auckland Kingz KS 
Sydney Olympic PS 


Adelaide City Force BUS 


Round 28 (w/e 22 April) | 


Newcastle 
Parramatta Power 
Wollongong Wolves 
Canberra Cosmos 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights 
South Melbourne 
Sydney United 


GEEREGEEEESE 


Marconi Stallions MAR 
Adleide City Force CSG 


Auckland Kingz WINS 
Northern Spirit BS 
Perth Glory SMS 
Carlton KS 
Eastern Pride BJS 
Sydney Olympic SUSC. 


| Round 1 (w/e 15 October) | 


Parramatta Power vs —- Marconi Stallions PS 
Adelaide City Force vs South Melbourne HS 
Brisbane Strikers vs Melbourne Knights SMS 
Wollongong Wolves vs Perth Glory WINS 
Eastern Pride vs Newcastle MP 
Canberra Cosmos vs = Carlton BS 
Sydney United vs —_ Northern Spirit SUSC 
Sydney Olympic vs Auckland Kingz BSG 
Round 7 (w/e 26 November) 
Northern Spirit vs Perth Glory NSO 
Adelaide City Force vs = Newcastle HS 
Auckland Kingz vs — Carlton ES 
Wollongong Wolves vs CanberraCosmos WINS 
Eastern Pride vs Marconi Stallions MP 
South Melbourne vs _— Parramatta Power BJS 
Sydney United vs Brisbane Strikers SUSC 
Sydney Olympic vs = Melbourne Knights BSG 


(w/e 7 Jan 2001) | 


Northern Spirit vs © Canberra Cosmos NPS 
Auckland Kingz vs ~~ Wollongong Wolves ES 
Adelaide City Force vs Parramatta Power HS 
Perth Glory vs Brisbane Strikers PO 
Eastern Pride vs South Melbourne MP 
Marconi Stallions vs Newcastle MS 
Sydney Olympic vs Sydney United BSG 
Carlton vs Melbourne Knights BJS 


Round 19 (w/e 18 February) | 


Auckland Kingz vs — Northern Spirit ES 
Canberra Cosmos vs _—_ Brisbane Strikers TBA 
Wollongong Wolves vs Melbourne Knights WINS 
Eastern Pride vs Adelaide City Force MP 
Parramatta Power vs Newcastle PS 
South Melbourne vs —- Marconi Stallions BJS 
Sydney United vs Carlton SUSC 
Sydney Olympic vs Perth Glory BSG 


| Round 25 (w/e 1 April) | 


Northern Spirit vs 


Melbourne Knights NSO 


Auckland Kingz vs __—_ Brisbane Strikers ES 
Adelaide City Force vs = Marconi Stallions HS 
Perth Glory vs Carlton PO 
Eastern Pride vs Parramatta Power MP 
South Melbourne vs Newcastle BJS 
Sydney United vs Wollongong Wolves SUSC 


Sydney Olympic vs Canberra Cosmos BSG 


| Round 29 (w/e 25 April) | 


Auckland Kingz vs © South Melbourne ES 
Eastern Pride vs Sydney United MP 
Sydney Olympic vs Newcastle BSG 
Northern Spirit vs Wollongong Wolves NSO 
Adelaide City Force vs Canberra Cosmos HS 
Perth Gloy vs Parramatta Power PO 
Carlton vs Brisbane Strikers BJS 

Marconi Stallions vs Melbourne Knights MS 


NSE ORAW aoge 


| Round 2 (w/e 22 October) 


Northern Spirit vs Sydney Olympic NSO 


Adelaide City Force vs Sydney United HS 
Newcastle vs Brisbane Strikers MAR 
Auckland Kingz vs Eastern Pride ES 
Perth Glory vs South Melbourne PO 
Marconi Stallions = vs Canberra Costnos MS 
Melbourne Knights vs Parramatta Power KS 


Carlton vs Wollongong Wolves BJS 


Round 8 (w/e 3 December) 


Parramatta Power vs Sydney United PS 
Newcastle vs Wollongong Wolves MAR 
Canberra Cosmos vs — South Melbourne BS 


Perth Glory vs 
Brisbane Strikers vs 


Adelaide City Force PO 
Sydney Olympic SMS 


Marconi Stallions vs ~ Auckland Kingz MS 
Melbourne Knights vs Eastern Pride KS 
Carlton vs Northern Spirit BJS 


ound 14 (w/e 14 January) 


ParramattaPower vs Perth Glory PS 
Newcastle vs Sydney Olympic MAR 
Canberra Cosmos vs Adelaide City Force BS 
Wollongong Wolves vs Northern Spirit WINS 
Brisbane Strikers vs Carlton SMS 
Melbourne Knights vs Marconi Stallions KS 
South Melbourne vs Auckland Kingz BJS 
Sydney United vs Eastern Pride SUSC 


| Round 20 (w/e 25 February) 
Evaohialiadbass ; 


Newcastle vs Northern Spirit MAR 

Adelaide City Force vs Auckland Kingz HS 
Canberra Cosmos vs Parramatta Power ES 
Perth Glory vs Eastern Pride PO 
Marconi Stallions vs Sydney United MS 
Brisbane Strikers vs Wollongong Wolves SMS 
Melbourne Knights vs South Melbourne KS 
Carlton vs Sydney Olympic TBA 


200] SSASoN 


Round 3 (w/e 29 October) 


Parramatta Power ys _ Brisbane Strikers PS 
Auckland Kingz vs Newcastle ES 
Canberra Cosmos vs Melbourne Knights BS 
Eastern Pride ys — Northern Spirit MP 
Jollongong Wolves ys_— Marconi Stallions WINS 
South Melbourne vs Carlton BJS 
Sydney United ys Perth Glory SUSC 


Sydney Olympic ys Adelaide City Force BSG 


Round 9 (w/e 10 December) 


Auckland Kingz vs —- Melbourne Knights ES 
Northern Spirit vs Marconi Stallions NSO 
delaide City Force vs Carlton HS 
Perth Glory vs Newcastle PO 
Eastern Pride vs _ Brisbane Strikers MP 
South Melbourne vs Wollongong Wolves = BUS 
Sydney United vs  CanberraCosmos SUSC 
Sydney Olympic vs _— Parramatta Power BSG 


Northern Spirit vs © South Melbourne NSO 
Newcastle ys Melbourne Knights MAR 
Auckland Kingz vs Sydney United ES 
delaide City Force vs Wollongong Wolves HS 
Perth Glory vs Canberra Cosmos PO 
Eastern Pride vs © Sydney Olympic MP 
Marconi Stallions vs —_ Brisbane Strikers MS 
Carlton vs Parramatta Power BJS 


Northern Spirit vs Adelaide City Force NSO 
Auckland Kingz vs Perth Glory ES 
Canberra Cosmos ys Newcastle BS 
ollongong Wolves vs = Parramatta Power = WINS 
Eastern Pride vs Carlton MP 
Brisbane Strikers vs South Melbourne SMS 
Sydney United vs Melbourne Knights SUSC 
Sydney Olympic vs = Marconi Stallions BSG 


Round 4 (w/e 5 November) 


Auckland Kingz NSO 
Eastern Pride HS 
Parramatta Power MAR 
Canberra Cosmos SMS 


Northern Spirit vs 
Adelaide City Force vs 
Newcastle vs 

Brisbane Strikers vs 


Perth Glory vs Sydney Olympic PO 
Marconi Stallions vs South Melbourne MS 
Melbourne Knights vs Wollongong Wolves KS 
Carlton vs Sydney United BJS 


Round 10 (w/e 17 December) 


Newcastle vs South Melbourne MAR 
Parramatta Power vs _ Eastern Pride COB 
Canberra Cosmos vs Sydney Olympic BS 

Brisbane Strikers vs Auckland Kingz SMS 

Wollongong Wolves vs Sydney United WINS. 

Marconi Stallions vs — Adelaide City Force MS 

Melbourne Knights vs _— Northern Spirit KS 
Carlton vs 


Perth Glory BJS 


Round 16 (w/e 28 January) 


Northern Spirit vs Sydney United NSO 
Newcastle vs Eastern Pride MAR 
Auckland Kingz vs Sydney Olympic ES 
Perth Glory vs Wollongong Wolves PO 
Marconi Stallions ys — Parramatta Power MS 
Carlton vs Canberra Cosmos BUS 

Melbourne Knights vs Brisbane Strikers KS 
South Melbourne vs Adelaide City Force BUS 


Round 22 (w/e 11 March) 


f 


Newcastle vs Adelaide City Force MAR 
Canberra Cosmos vs —_ Wollongong Wolves BS 
Perth Glory vs Northern Spirit PO 
Marconi Stallions vs —_ Eastern Pride MS 
Brisbane Strikers vs Sydney United SMS 
Melbourne Knights vs Sydney Olympic KS 
Parramatta Power vs South Melbourne PS 
Carlton vs Auckland Kingz TBA 


Round 26 (w/e 8 April) 


Parramatta Power vs Auckland Kingz PS 
Newcastle vs Carlton MAR 
Wollongong Wolves vs Sydney Olympic WINS 
Canberra Cosmos vs Eastern Pride BS 
Marcon! Stadium vs Perth Glory MS 
Brisbane Strikers vs Northern Spirit SMS 
Melbourne Knights vs Adelaide City Force KS 
South Melbourne vs Sydney United BJS 
Round 30 (w/e 29 April) 
Melbourne Knights vs § Newcastle KS 
Brisbane Strikers vs Marconi Stallions SMS 
Parramatta Power vs Carlton PS 
Canberra Cosmos vs _—_— Perth Glory BS 
Wollongong Wolves vs, Adelaide City Force WINS 
South Melbourne ys _— Northern Spirit BUS 
South United vs Auckland Kingz SUSC 
Sydney Olympic vs _ Eastern Pride BSG 


Round 5 (w/e 12 November) 


Auckland Kingz vs 
Northern Spirit vs 
Parramatta Power vs 
Wollongong Wolves vs 
Eastern Pride vs 


Adelaide City Force ES: 
Newcastle NPS. 
Canberra Cosmos PEN 
Brisbane Strikers WINS 
Perth Glory MP 
South Melbourne vs _— Melbourne Knights BJS 

Sydney United vs Marconi Stallions SUSC 
Sydney Olympic vs Carlton BSG 


Round 11 (Fri 22/Sat 23 Dec) 


Northern Spirit — vs Brisbane Strikers NSO 


Adelaide City Force ys Melbourne Knights HS 
Auckland Kingz vs Parramatta Power ES 
Perth Glory vs Marconi Stallions PO 
Eastern Pride vs Canberra Cosmos MP 
Sydney United vs South Melbourne SUSC 
Sydney Olympic vs Wollongong Wolves BSG 
Carlton vs Newcastle BJS 


Parramatta Power vs = Melbourne Knights PS 
Canberra Cosmos vs — Marconi Stallions BS 
Wollongong Wolves vs Carlton WINS 
Brisbnae Strikers vs Newcastle SMS 
Eastern Pride vs Auckland Kingz MP 
South Melbourne ys —_—Perth Glory BUS 
Sydney United vs Adelaide City Force SUSC 
Sydney Olympic vs — Northern Spirit BSG 


Round 23 (w/e 18 March) 
Northern Spirit vs Carlton NSO 
Auckland Kingz vs Marconi Stallions ES 

Adelaide City Force vs Perth Glory HS 
Wollongong Wolves vs = Newcastle WINS 
Eastern Pride vs © Melbourne Knights MP 
South Melbourne vs Canberra Cosmos BUS 
Sydney United vs Parramatta Power  SUSC 
Sydney Olympic vs —_ Brisbane Strikers BSG 
Round 27 (w/e 16 April) 
Auckland Kingz vs © Canberra Cosmos ES 
Northern Spirit vs Parramatta Power NPS 
Perth Glory ys Melbourne Knights PO 
Eastern Pride vs Wollongong Wolves MP 
Adelaide City Force vs —_ Brisbane Strikers HS 
Sydney Olympic vs South Melbourne BSG 
Carlton vs = Marcon! Stallions BJS 
Sydney United vs Newcastle SUSC 


 ~@ assw 


FAMOUS PHOTOS 


Have your photo taken with someone famous in soccer? 
Even if it happened years ago, you can have the photo 
published in ABSW. 

Send photos to — The Editor: 

Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 1475 
Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com or 
soccer@foreignlanguage.com.au 
. *All photos will be returned. 


JUNIOR SOCCER 


HAVE YOUR PHOTO OR A PHOTO OF YOUR SOCCER TEAM PUBLISHED IN THE 

AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH 

SOCCER WEEKLY. 
AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO SEND IN THEIR PHOTOS TOO. 
SEND PHOTOS TO:- 
THE EDITOR, AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY, 
P.O. BOX 115, 

MARRICKVILLE NSW 1475, 

OR E-MAIL PHOTOS IN JPEG FORMAT TO: 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com or 
soccer@foreignlanguage.com.au 
*All photos will be returned. 


SCHOOLS SOCCER 


HAVE YOUR PHOTO OR A PHOTO OF YOUR SOCCER TEAM PUBLISHED IN THE 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH 
SOCCER WEEKLY. 
AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO SEND IN THEIR PHOTOS TOO. 
SEND PHOTOS TO:- 
THE EDITOR, AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY, P.O. BOX 115;« 
MARRICKVILLE NSW 1475, 
OR E-MAIL -PHOTOS IN JPEG FORMAT TO: 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com or 
soccer @foreignlanguage.com.au 
*All photos will be returned. 
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TARS IN THE 


ABSW’s Mark Stavroulakis continues his weekly look at 
Junior Soccer in Australia. 


U13—Ul4 Sydney Olympic 
‘UIS —U16 — St George 
U7 —Syidney United Colts 
‘Spent 2 years at the NSWIS 
Age Started Playing Soccer: 8 


THE LOOK FORWARD 


Career Highlight To Date: Winning the U15’s 
‘National Tiles at Parklea against Victoria 2-1, also 
‘Spending two years al the NSWIS 

To play soccer as long as possible 

Words Of Advice: — “Do your best at training and 
always listen to advice, tnke in what you think is good” 
Best Advice Received: ‘Always do your best and 
never give up’ {Father, George) 


PERSONALITY INSIGHT 


Favourite Actor: 
Favourite Actress: ae sia 
Top 5 Movies: 
Scarface 
-Beverly Hills Cop 
Rocky IV 
-Blocdsport 
-Sixth Sense 
Favourite Comedian: Eddie Murphy 
If you could be a character from any movie whe 
would you Le? Sylvester Stallone in Rocky 
Best ever concert: Closing ceremony for the 2000 
Olympics at Homebush 
5 Cd's You Couldn’t Do Without? 
~Various Wild Fm Cd's 
~George Michaet — Greatest Hits 


Most Admired Australian Piayer (Local Based): 
| Bill Petrovski 
Most Admired Austratian Player (Overseas Based): 


Oi thing that is 

Oi from 

a young play- 
ers point of view is 
juggling school with 
soccer. 

One youngster who has 
defied all odds is young St 
George defender Alex Leris. 

Currently playing his football 
for NSW Super League club St 
George, Leris had both school 
and soccer to worry about, but 
through good time management, 
excelled in both activities. 

Alex was one of many young- 
sters who have passed though 
the NSWIS program, and it was 
from this program that helped 
Leris organise a good time man- 
agement program. “I spent two 
good years at the NSWIS where 
I was apart of a very profession- 
al setup. The staff at the Institute 
were of top quality especially 
coach Kelly Cross. He really 
gaye me good tips on how to 
improve my game. Facilities 
were awesome as having six 
pitches, a huge living headquar- 
ters, swimming pool and doctors 
and physio’s, —_ especially 
NSWIS’ Cheryl Burns who was 
a great help while I was there, at 
your doorstep, it made life that 
much easier,” said Alex. 

Leris was happy to be part of 
the successful U15’s NSW State 
squad in ‘95 where they took out 
the National titles against the 
Victorians. “Playing for NSW. 
was @ huge honour for me as it 
teally was a great feeling to put 
on a blue and white jersey.” 

In his final year at the 


Alex Leris: Juggling 
football with academia. 
Institute, ‘Aleko’ was faced with 
the tough task of not only play- 
ing week in week out with the 
NSWIS, but completing his 

HSC. 

“Tt was tough at first as at the 
Institute we trained 3-4 nights a 
week, that meant that I had to 
study more during the day. 
However, the Institute did help 
me a lot as they organized a spe- 
cial plan for me in organizing 
my time for study and soccer. It 
made it that much easier and [ 
tealized my goal when I had fin- 
ished both my HSC and my 
Institute career on a high,” said 
the 94.3 TER student. 

His remarkable result defied 
the theory of training and study 
do mix if players organize them- 
selves wisely. 

After the Institute, Alex 
chose to sign for NSW Super 
League club St George. “I chose 
to sign for the Saints and play 
Super League as 1 wanted to bal- 
ance my university studies and 
soccer. | knew that in Super 
League you have a bit more-free 


time, and that was beneficial for 
me as | use that in completing 
work for University. My contract 
is also flexible as it is a season to 
season contract, and they have 
been very good to me since I 
signed,” said the 20-year-old. 
The National League isn’t the 
only competition that’s about to 
stat, as the new NSW Super 
League is only weeks away. 
Under the ten-team rule, the 
competition will be that much 


5 

“We at St George have had a 
good pre-season so far, and with 
practically the same squad as 
last year, we all know each other 
very well, With the introduction 
of a couple of good new players, 
hopefully we do one better than 
last year and get a higher placing 
than fifth position. The new 
Super Summer League will be 
very tough this year, and with 
lesser sides, it will provide much 
more exciting results and will 
outlaw teams that are easy 
beats,” said the promising stop- 
per. 

Apart from soccer, Alex 
enjoys the odd bit of fishing and 
going out with his mates, but the 
UNSW student studying com- 
merce believes that with a good 
seeson this year anything can 
happen. 

“Hopefully with a good year 
this year, I can gain the attention 
of some National League clubs, 
but until then I just have to put in 
the hart yards, as that is what 
you need to get to the top,” 
ended Alex. 


ith the new National 
League starting, 
people seem to for- 


get that the National Youth 
League is in its prime as well. 

Sydney Olympic youth player 
Victor Fernandez is raring to go 
and all guns are blazing for this 
youngster who hails from his 
native country, Chile. 

A former Melita Eagles and 
Sydney Olympic youth player, 
“Vic’ spent two solid years at the 
NSWIS where he gained a lot of 
knowledge as a player. “The 
place itself is full professional, 
the facilities are great as well. 
One person who I felt helped me 
in my career so far is NSWIS 
coach Kelly Cross. 

He is the best developer in 
Australia as he brought out the 
best in me as a player Also, I 
was 15 at that time, so playing 
against older opponents was a 
real test for me,” said Victor. 

Big Victor was also privi- 
leged to have captained NSW in 
two Nationals, winning one as 
well. “Captaining the NSW 
UIS’s and U16's was a teal 
proud moment for me. It was the 
best feeling when we won the 
UIS’s Nationals in Adelaide as 
we beat the hosts 2-1. 
Unfortunately we couldn't 
repeat the performance the fol- 
lowing year when we lost in the 
finals teld at Canberra against 
Victori1, 3-1. It was a big 
responsibility and was happy to 
be a part of such good squads,” 
said Fernandez. 

Fernandez was also very 


close in making last year’s suc- 
cessful Joeys squad but encoun- 
tered a few problems with his 
passport. “I was selected to train 
with the Joeys in the early stages 
of the trial period. I had a prob- 
lem with my passport, and it was 
tough for me to get an Australian 
one in a matter of days and 
missed out on selection for the 


Victor Fernandez: All 
guns blazing. 


Oceania Qualifiers in Fiji. I did 
go with the squad to Brisbane 
and Newcastle playing a couple 
of friendly matches so in a way I 
benefited from that. 1 was also 
one year younger than the rest of 
the boys so it was a big experi- 
ence,” said ‘Vic’. 

Right now, Victor has signed 
a year's deal with the Sydney 
Olympic reserve side and hopes 
that he has a good season this 
year, and maybe attract the atten- 
tion of Branko Culina’s first 
grade side. “I’ve signed with 
Olympic for a year in the youth 
team, hopefully all goes well and 
I have a good season as | am 
working real hard for a first 


grade contract in the next couple 
of years,” said the tal! stopper, 

Victor’s first match is against 
his old club, NSWIS, but states 
that there are no hard feelings 
against his former club. “The 
NSWIS helped me a lot, I was 
surprised when we drew them 
first up, but that’s soccer for you. 
1 will be motivated however as I 
really want to do well with my 
new club. All pre-season work 
has to pay off now as it is crunch 
time and it all starts from now,” 
said the keen 17-year-old. 

The Westfields High student 
enjoyed much success at his 
school, winning major school 
tournaments. “While I was there, 
we took out the Bill Turner Cup 
in ‘96, and [ captained the side in 
‘97 to yet another title. We also 
won the ‘98 Commonwealth 
Bank Cup, it was great winning 
all these tournaments,” said 
Femandez. 

Although gaining a couple of 
offers to travel to his native 
country Chile, ‘Vic’ decided to 
stay put for a couple more years 
and try his best in gaining a good 
first grade contract here or possi- 
bly overseas. “I was offered to 
play in Chile but thought that it’s 
good to start here at the top level. 

My dream league is to play in 
Ttaly, as it is the best league 
around. To get to Italy though, I 
have to work really hard at my 
game and who knows what 
could happen in the future,” said 
the Sydney 


Olympic —young- 
a o 


AUSTRALIAN Gh) Lave) SOCCER WEEKLY - 


NG 


Victor Fernandez 


THE STATS &FACTS 


Clubs Played At: 
UB Melita Eagles 
Ul4 — 16 — Sydney Olympic 
Spent 2 years at the NSWIS 


| THE LOOK FORWARD 


Career Highlight To Date: Cuptaining the NSW state 
side in the UI5's and U16 fs, winning the Nationals in 
the UES's and being selected in various Joeys camps. 
Ambition: ‘To play overseas 
Words Of Advice: ‘Listen to what older and wiser 
people tell you" 
Just do it’ (coaches) 


PERSONALITY INSIGHT 


i 
| 
Al Pacino | 
\ 
H 


Best Advice Received: 


Favourite Actor; 

Favourite Actress; 
Top 5 Movies: H 
~Carlito's Way | 
Devils Advocate 
-Blood In Blood Out i 
Scary Movie i 

~-On Any Given Sunday 
Favourite Comedian: Eddie Murphy 
If you could be a character from any movie who 
would you be? Al Pacino in Carlito’s Way 
Best ever concert: Ministry of Sound tour in Australia 

$ Cd’s You enon Do Without? 
Wild Fm 11 
Ministry of Sound Annual 


Cameron Diaz 


World Soccer’ 
Homer Simpson 
Dinner Party Far 6, Who | Would You Invite? 


Cindy Crawford 
-Pamela Anderson 
~Gitlfriend 


Souvlaki 
Apple Crumble and Custard 


‘Most Admired Australian Player (Overseas Based): 


Harry Kewell 
Most Admired Defender: Pablo Contretas 
Most Admired Midfielder: Dayid Ginola 
Most Admired Striker: Salas and Zamorano 
Most Admired Goalkeeper: Jose Chilavert 


Hardest Opponent (Played): —_All opponents | play 


CLORER JW, oe Lb 
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lar \ | 
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Late goal 


gives 


iceland win 


Iceland 
Northern Ireland 


Jate goal from Thordur Gudjonsson gave 

Iceland a 1-0 win over Northern Ireland 

in their World Cup European group 
three qualifier last week. 

Las Palmas striker Gudjonsson scored in the 
89th minute after a mistake by goalkeeper Roy 
Carroll who misjudged a free kick from Helgi 
Sigurdsson. The ball flew over~ Carroll to 
Gudjonsson who made no mistake’ with an easy 
goal. 

In an entertaining match Gudjonsson was close 

} to opening the scoring early in the second half but 
Carroll made a dazzling save. 

But teams braved some rough weather and creat- 
ed chances at both ends and both Rikhardur 
Dadason and 

Eidur Gudjohnsen saw good shots saved by 
Carroll in the first half. 


Iceland celebrate their victory. 


Ipswich midfielder Jim Magilton also missed a 
sitter from three metres that would have given the 
irish the lead in the first half. 


Classy Portugal beat Dutch 


Portugal 2 
Netherlands 


convincing Portugal earned a 2-0 victory 

over a below-par Dutch side in their 

World Cup qualifier last week to go top of 
European group two. 

Portugal looked the more lively and more organ- 
ised of the two Euro 2000 semifinalists, although 
their first goal, in the 11th minute, surprised the 
Dutch defence as well as the 48,000 watching fans. 

A whistle from the crowd appeared to distract the 


Kluivert tangles with Portugal’s Secretario 
& Fernando Couto, 


Hungary thrash 
Lithuania 


iklos Feher hit a hat-trick as Hungary 
swamped Lithuania 6-1 in a World 
Cup European group eight game. 

Bela Iles missed’ a third minute: penalty but 
redeemed himself im the 24th when he converted a 
cross from the left wing. 

Feber wad On target in the 36th, 62nd and 72nd 

-} minutes, Ferenc Horvath added a fifth in the 66th 
minute and Krisztian Lisztes completed the hiding 
with an S4th minate-penalty. 

Litheania had Nerijus Radzius sent off in the 


20 


defenders, allowing Parma’s Sergio Conceicao to 
convert a pass from Pauleta, leaving Dutch goal- 
keeper Edwin van der Sar standing in shock. 

Portugal’s second goal was the result of a defen- 
sive mistake by the Dutch. 

Frank de Boer failed to control Michael 
Reiziger’s back-pass, sending the ball straight to 
Pauleta. The FC Bordeaux striker grabbed the 
opportunity to put the visitors two goals up a minute 
before the break. 

“We're happy not only with the victory but to go 
top of the group is psychologically very important,” 
said Portuguese coach Antonio Oliveira, who high- 
lighted the performances of Pauleta, Secretario and 
debutant Bino. 4 

“Tt doesn’t mean it’s easy now. We have to be 
even more focused. It's a long qualification 
process.” 

Disappointed Dutch coach Louis van Gaal 
acknowledged his side were often too slow or care- 
less against tough opposition but said the whistle 
from the stand had been a decisive factor in the first 
goal. 

“Portugal were a very well-organised team with a 
lot of individual class. But I don’t think we played a 
bad game and in the first half I think we were better, 
creating four chances,” he said, 

PSV Eindhoven’s Wilfred Bouma put through 
some useful crosses from the left, and Mario 
Melchiot, making his debut, did a solid job on the 
Tight. 

But striker Patrick Kluivert lacked support in the 
centre, and the Dutch failed to break through the 
tough Portuguese defence. 


Lithuanian keeper Padimanskas Is 
distrought after conceding another goal 
50th minute-and gamed a consolation goal through 

‘Orestas Buitkus in the 71st. 
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2002 WORLD CUP: The Qualifiers 


Impressive Israel too 
strong for Bosnia 


seven World Cup qualifier last week couldn’t 
have come at a better time for the home side. 

With the country much in need of a morale-boost- 
er, the victory reversed a trend of thought that Danish 
coach Richard Moeller Nielsen was undoing all the 
advances made by the side since Israel joined the 
European fold in 1992. 

Following a previous unconvincing 2-0 home win 
over group minnows Liechtenstein last month and a 
poor display in the 2-0 loss to Spain, the Israelis 
retumed to their home ground and put on a far better 
performance. 

They came into the match knowing that only a win 
would keep them on course for a high-place finish 
and they immediately took control of the midfield. 

The opening goal came in the 12th minute when 
striker Alon Mizrahi broke free along the byline and 
sent a cross into the area for, Eyal Berkovic to shoot 
low to the right of Bosnian goalkeeper Adnan Guso. 


[e= 3-1 victory over Bosnia in their group 


The Israelis slowly allowed Bosnia back into the 
match and the visitors equalised after 48 minutes 
when goalkeeper Nir Davidovich raced out to the 
edge of the area and headed away an innocuous cross 
by Bosnia’s Hasan Salihamidjic. 

The ball fell perfectly for a volley for Bruno 
Akrapovic, who lobbed the ball from 30 metres out 
and into the back of the Israeli net. 

Israel regained the lead when anchor midfielder 
Yossi Abuksis hit a rocket free kick from 30 meters 
into the back of Guso’s net after 62 minutes. 

Teenage substitute Yaniv Katan battled his way 
through Bosina’s defence and put the ball in the back 
of the net after 76 minutes as it took a deflection off 
the left upright. 

Bosnia did themselves no favours at the end when 
Salihamidjic was sent off for a second bookable 
offence by Dutch referee Dick Jol in the 89th minute 
by which time Nielsen had silenced his critics com- 
pletely. 

“We are lucky to have such a wonderful couragous 
group of men who fight for each other,” Nielsen said. 


Albania in historic 
win over Greece 


‘eaders by Alban Bushi and substitute 

Ervin Fakaj gave Albania a 2-0 victory 

Greece in « World Cup qualifier last 

week and their first ever win over the Greeks in 
an official match. . 

Bushi jumped higher than the Greek defence to 
head the ball home after a cross by Fatmir Vata in 
the 50th minute, : 

The Greek side, unable to field some of their best 

players, including defenders Grigoris Georgatos and 
Gicrgios Amanatidis, played a better tactical game 
in the first half but failed to turn three good chances 
into goals, 
Albatiian striker Igl Fare squandered his teara's 
best chance in the 30th minute when he was alone in 
front of the Greek goal but sent a lame shot into the 
hands of Antonis Nikopolidis. 

Despite three substitutions in the second half, the 
Gfeek team could not manage to stake the 
Albanians who were galvanised by the home crowd 
of about 20,000 and the promise of a $10,000 bonus 
each by Prime Minister ir Meta should they win. 

Fakaj sealed the Albanian victory with a header in 
the final moments, delighting the fans who headed 
for the streets to celebrate. 

Albanian Prime Minister Tir Meta, wearing the 
fational team colours, celebrated the victory with 
the team and members of his government at the 


Scots hold 
Croatia 


Croatia 1 

Scotland 1 
cotland battled their way to a 1-1 draw with 
favourites Croatia in their group six World 
Cup qualifier. 

Alen Boksic put Croatia in front after 16 minutes, 
deftly controlling a long ball with his left foot before 
rifling a right-foot shot past Scotland goalkeeper 
Neil Sullivan. 

But Kevin Gallacher tapped in a simple equaliser 
eight minutes later, steering home Colin Cameron's 


Albanian fans celebrate their historic win. 


squad hotel residence outside Tirana. 

“Thanks for the victory,” Meta told the players. 
You are the country’s best ambassadors. Albania 
necded this victory to raise national pride.” 

Albanian captain Rudi Vata said he was happy 
they had won the so-called “Balkan derby", espe- 
tially for those Albanians living and working as 
immigrants in Greece. 

“Twish it could bring duck to the future of (impov- 
erished} Albania,” said Vata. 


low cross after being 
left completely 
unmarked on the edge 
of the six-metre box. 
Croatian Robert 
Prosinecki hit the 
post with a long shot 
on the hour, while 
Scotland had coach 
Craig Brown “sent 
off” from the dugout |) 
minutes lafer for 
protesting to the ref- | ~ 
eree about the F » 
Croatian tackling. E 


Brown said: “I did- sconand'’s Naysmith in 


n't say anything to the action with Croatia's 
ref, I just gesticulated.” Kovacs. 


C2 


Del Piero 


penalties 


seal Italy win 


Ital 2 
Georgia 0 


wo second-half penalties from Alessandro 
| Del Piero gave Italy a 2-0 win over 
Georgia in their World Cup European 

group eight qualifier last week. 
f Italy were pushed all the way by an enterprising 
Georgian side who would be justified in feeling 
they deserved at least a point from an evenly bal- 

anced match. 

Italy coach Giovanni Trapattoni was clearly 
pleased to have picked up another win after the 3-0 
victory of Romania but admitted his side needed to 
thank their goalkeeper Francesco Toldo for two 
Vital first-half saves. 

“Georgia really made us suffer in the first half 
and twice Toldo had to save us. But we started to 
improve in midfield and in the end I think it was a 
fair result. But I think that Georgia showed tonight 
that they can be our most dangerous rivals in this 
group,” said Trapattoni. 

Italy could have opened the scoring in the eighth 
minute when Stefano Fiore set up Marco 
Delvecchio but the Roma striker shot weakly at 
Georgia ‘keeper David Gvaramadze. 

But it was clear from the start that unlike the win 
over Romania, Italy were up against determined 
and dangerous opponents. 

Giorgi Nemsadze forced a good save from Toldo 
in the 12th minute and then Archil Arveladze cut in 


from the left and went close with a low drive which 
hit the side-netting. 

Italy struggled to gain control in a midfield dom- 
inated by the energetic and incisive work of Temuri 
Ketsbaia, but Del Piero, recalled in place of influen- 
za victim Filippo Inzaghi, brought Gvaramadze to 
full stretch with a right-foot shot in the 18th minute. 

The best effort of an entertaining first half came 
a minute later when Ketsbaia burst out of midfield, 
raced into the Italian penalty area and unleashed a 
fierce drive which Toldo superbly partied. 

Two minutes after the break Italy had the lead 
when Francesco Totti was judged to have been 
tripped in the area by Alexander Rekhviashvili and 
Del Piero coolly converted the penalty. 

Trapattoni promptly replaced striker Delvecchio 
with the battling midfielder Gennaro Gattuso and 
the extra man in the centre of the field succeeded in 
reducing the influence of Ketsbaia. 

Georgia went close to an equaliser 10 minutes 
from the end when Toldo failed to hold a stinging 
long-range effort from substitute Jamarauli, but the 
ball was scrambled clear by Alessandro Nesta. 

Italy made sure of the points two minutes from 
the end when Del Piero went down as he rounded 
Gvaramadze and despite protests from the Georgian 
defenders the Juventus striker rose to slot home the 
spot kick. 

“It went well for Del Piero tonight but above all 
this was a victory that showed the need for collec- 
tive hard work and determination even when things 
are not going so well,” said Trapattoni. 


Alessandro Del Pierro: Two spot-kicks sealed Georgia’s fate. 


Austria hold Spain 


pain were held to a surprise 1-1 draw by 
Austria in their World Cup qualifier last 
week but continue to head European qual- 
ifying group seven ahead of Israel. 
‘The result was something of a tnumph for 
Austria who were thrashed 9) by Spain in a Euro 
2000 qualifier in Valencia fast year and lost the 
home leg six months fater 3-1, 
Austria opening the scoring in the 2)st minute 
when a comer taken by Andreas Herzog just 
touched Michael Batic’s foot before going in: 
Ruben Baraja took advantage of an error in the 
Austrian defence six minutes later to equalise with 
& header at acomer. 
| Spain missed many scoring opportunitics 
} including one in the S6th minute by Baraja, whose 
| header bounced off Austrian eper ‘Franz 

Woblfahrt and landed back at his feet, His second 


Alfempt hit the bar. 


Austria also had their chances in the second half 
with Christian Mayrieh missing in the 61st and 
Roland Kirchler failing to net two minutes into 
injury time, 

Spanish. coach Jose Antonio Camacho, whose 
team beat Bosnia and Israel in earlier qualifiers, 
said: “We have not lost a qualifying match so far. 
We are content with the result. 

“We wanted to win but this time Austria kne! 
exactly how to play against a strong team like ours. 
It was a fough match although we were the better 
side.” 

Otto Banc, who took’ over from Herbert 
Prohaska as Austrian coach after the 9-0 defeat in 
Spain, said; “This draw was very important for us 
as neither Bosnia nor Israel were able to cam 
poitits in their matches with Spain. 

“We played well, I’m pleased with the teant but 
Tam stil! Jooking for a strong squad.” 


Ten-man 


2002. WORLD CUP: The Qualifiers 


Nigerian-born 
, was limited to the last 15 


Slovenia 


draw with Swiss 


Sloven 2 
Switzerlan 2 


en-man Slovenia forced a 2-2 draw 
with Switzerland in a World Cup 
European group one qualifier last 


week. 
Midfielder Amir Karic was dismissed in the 


] 38th minute for a second bookable offence. 


Kubilay Turkyilmaz put the Swiss ahead in 
the 20th minute when his free kick from about 
30 metres slipped by goalkeeper Mladen 
Dabanovic. 

Slovenian hopes were revived in the 44th 
minute when Ermin Siljak levelled with a sim- 
ple header from a pass by Valencia’s Zlatko 
Zahovic. 

Turkyilmaz doubled his tally in the 66th 
minute when he benefited from another fum- 
ble by Dabanovic. 

Milenko Acimovic went on in the 69th 
minute and netted an unstoppable equaliser 
from 25 metres nine minutes later. 


Action from the Slovenia — Switzerland 
match. 


Swedes and Slovaks 
remain unbeaten 


Slovakia 
Sweden 


lovakia and Sweden both remained 
S undefeated when they drew 0-0 in a 

World Cup group four qualifer which 
was not an ideal result for either side. 

The point took Slovakia’s tally to seven from 
three matches, the same as Turkey, while Sweden 
moved on to five points from their three matches. 
Turkey overtook Slovakia at the top of the group 
having scored four goals to Slovakia’s three. 


The game was a closely fought one with the 
Slovaks having more scoring opportunities than } 
the Swedes. 

Sweden went close to taking the lead after 15 
minutes when Anders Svensson fired in a power- 
ful shot which Slovak goalie Miroslav Konig just 
managed to block with his right foot. 

In the 74th minute, Slovak midfielder 
Lubomirr Meszaros had possibly the best chance 
of the match when he fired a point-blank shot that 
was just blocked by Swedish keeper Magnus 
Hedman. 
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LECCE 0 


AS ROMA 4 
abriel Batistuta scored his 
first goal for Roma in the 
42nd minute with a firm 

header from a Cafu cross. * 

Damiano Tomassi added the sec- 
ond three minutes after the re-start 
before Batistuta struck again, blast- 
ing home a left-foot drive from a nar- 
row angle. 

Francesco Totti wrapped up the 
game with a penalty in the final 
minute after Marco Delvecchio had 
been pulled down by Lecce defender 
Alberto Savino. 


BOLOGNA 2 
AC MILAN 1 


long range volley by mid- 
At Giovanni Piacentini 
five minutes into injury 
time gave Bologna victory. 
Bologna had taken the lead in the 
first half through defender Giovanni 
Bia before Ukranian international 
Andriy Shevchenko equalised for AC 
Milan with a second-half header. 
Fifteen minutes from time AC Milan 
had Federico Giunti sent off for his 
second offence. 


BRESCIA 0 
PARMA 0 


nly 12,000 were on hand in 
pouring rain. An in-form 
Roberto Baggio led Brescia 
while Diego Fuser almost snatched 
a win for Parma with a shot just 
wide in the closing minutes, 
It was Brescia’s first point of the 
season. 


FIORENTINA 2 
REGGINA 1 


T= goals in three minutes by 
Portuguese striker Nuno 
Gomes and Brazilian for- 
ward Leandro gave Fiorentina a 
come-from-behind victory against 
Reggina. 

After attacking for most of the 
match, Fiorentina fell behind to a 
header by Reggina’s Massimo 


Lazio’s Pavel Nedved Is tripped by Perugia’s Marco Materazzi during Lazio’s 3-0 win at Rome’s 


Marazzina in the 69th minute before 
mounting a furious rally to save the 
day for Fiorentina manager Fatih 
Terim. 


JUVENTUS 2 
BARI 0 


ugoslav international 

Darko Kovacevic got 

Juventus off to a quick lead 
with a close-range strike after two 
minutes, 

Manager Carlo Ancelotti was 
forced to use Kovacevic and reserve 
forward David Trezeguet in place of 
the flu-stricken Alessandro Del Piero 
and Filippo Inzaghi. 

Zinedine Zidane scored a penalty 
in injury time to close out the scoring 
for Juventus after Antonio Conte was 
brought down in the box. 


Juventus derancer pe, Tacchinardi clears the ball mise: ofa 
Bari player during Juve’s 2-0 win at the Stadio Delle Alpi in Turin. 


Olympic Stadium. 


VERONA 1 
UDINESE 1 


| Jeet striker Roberto 

Muzzi scored a vital away 

goal giving his side a draw 
at Verona. 

After rain delayed the start of the 
second half, Verona’s young forward 
Albeto Gilardino put his side ahead 
with a nice chip before Muzzi 
equalised for Udinese in the 65th 
minute. 


VICENZA 1 
ATALANTA 2 


talanta came away with a 
controversial victory at 
Vicenza. 

After falling behind to a Luca Toni 
strike early in the second half, 
Atalanta began to counter-attack and 
equalised through midfielder 
Cristiano Doniin in the 65th. 

In the 77th, with Vicenza defender 
Giuseppe Cardone injured on the 
ground, forward Fausto Rossini con- 
tinued play and found the back of the 
net. 

Vicenza have yet to eam a point 
after two matches. 


INTER MILAN 3 
NAPOLI 1 


arco Tardelli's reign as 
Inter Milan coach got off 
to a promising start with 


a 3-1 Serie A win over Napoli over 
the weekend. 

Inter, who sacked coach Marcello 
Lippi after their opening day defeat 
by Reggina, took the lead in the 10th 
minute when Luigi Di Biagio rose 
well to head home a Clarence 
Seedorf corner. 

Their lead was extended in the 
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38th minute when Ivan Zamorano 
pounced to drive home a loose ball. 

Former France _ international 
Laurent Blanc added the third on the 
stroke of half-time with an outstand- 
ing individual goal. 

Napoli pulled a goal back on the 
hour when David Sesa’s free-kick 
deflected off Clarence Seedorf and 
beat wrong-footed Inter ‘keeper 
Sebastien Frey. 


LAZIO 3 


PERUGIA 0 
hampions Lazio claimed 
( their first win of the season 
after scoring an impressive 
3-0 victory over lowly Perugia. 
Argentine Heman Crespo gave 
Lazio the lead just before half-time 
before Sinisa Mihajlovic put the issue 
beyond doubt with a penalty after 68 
minutes. 
Simone Inzaghi rounded the scor- 
ing 12 minutes from time. 


Leece’s Alessandro 
Conticchio is followed by 
Roma's Francesco Totti during 
their match at the Via Del Mare 
Stadium in Lecce. 


RUSSO WRITES 


By Joe Russo 


taly’s-recent matches in the World Cup qualifiers were 
inly a ‘mixed bag” of results, albeit that both match- 
es were wins. 

In Milan, in the 3-0 win over Romania they played some 
great football but in Ancona four days later, it was hardly 
“impressive staff as they beat Georgia 2-0. 

‘Against Romania their brand of football was highly 
satel bot against Georgia, they hardly got out of 


Gr erie aces erect lice in that they 
up the tempo. against the better teams yet cruise along 
against the ‘minnows’. 

However, such a variation of form in such a short space 
‘of time must be worrying to coach Giovanni Trapattoni. 
Furthermore, Alex Del Piero is still a worry despite scor- 
ing both of Italy's goals against Georgia on penalties. 

Irmay be necessary fo give him a break from the nation- 
al team and give more match time to say Roma's Vincenzo 
Montella. ‘This is just oné of the headaches that Trapattoni 
faces in future. games. 

In a press conference the day after, Trapattoni was still 
the star, His quick wit and flamboyance make him the “dar- 
Jing’ of the Italian media. 

Ironically, Trapattoni said that he didn’t want to turn this 
press conference into another “Trapattoni Show’ but that is 
exactly what it tumed out to be. 

Unfortunately he can’ help himself and he is great for 
the game - football in Italy certainly needs a lot more char- 
acters like Trapattoni. 

+4+4 
rescia could well be an interesting Serie A team to fol- 
low this year for two reasons. Firstly, and obviously, 
because they have purchased Roberto Baggio. He is still a 
player with a lot to offer and is one of the true greats of the 
modern era. 

‘And secondly, because they are coached by Carletto 
Mazzone. 

Mazzone is a veteran of the Serie A and a veteran at 
many clubs including Cagliari (twice), Ascoli, Roma, 
Bologna, Fiorentina and Perugia to name a few. He has 
never won # league championship (Scudetto) and is cer- 
tainly not likely to either at Brescia. However, wherever he 
has gone he has been loved and left a memorable impres- 
sion on all the supporters of cach. This in Italy is no mean 
feat! 

Mazzone is 2 pupil of the game in. every sense. He is an 
astute tactician und works hard to keep his often-small 
teams competitive against the giants of the Serie ‘A. 

He is not afraid to speak his mind and this hasn't always 
endeared him to officialdom over the years. Many of the 
larger clubs, for this reason, have been too afraid to take 
him on board as coach. 

Mazzone thrives on being a ‘small team coach’. 

Itwas because he was coach that Baggio signed and itis, 
also hecause he is at the helm that Brescia will be ‘no: 
pushovers this season. 

+o+4 
| Pfs: eon! oar ale enpeoeed 
other than Claudio Gentile. As we know Tardelli 
has taken over the reigns at Inter and Gentile has stepped 
in to fill his shoes with the junior national team. 

Gentile and Tardelli were teammates for many years at 
both Juventus and at national level. They played together 
in ftaly’s 3-1, 1982 World Cup win over West Germany in 
"Madrid. 

Gentile was truly one of the great defenders of any era 
He was as hard as they come - just ask Diego Maradona 
‘about that 1982 World Cup match between Italy and 
Argentina where Gentile completely marked him out the 

ic. 

If his team does only one thing good, then it will defi- 
nitely be defending; that’s if he couches the same way that 
he played. 

In his playing.days his. defensive twin murker partner 
was Antonio Cabrini and sweeping behind them was the 
late, Gaetano Scirea. Juventus and Italy have never seen 
anything like them since! 

Gentile has never coached in the Sere A but was recent- 
ly Trapattoni’s ussistant at senior national level. He leaves 
this post to take up his new position, 


DERBY 0 
LIVERPOOL 4 


triker Emile Heskey compen- 

sated for the loss of injury-vic- 
tim Michael Owen with his first 
hat-trick in Liverpool’s 4-0 win 
over bottom side Derby County. 

The win, Liverpool's first in all 
competitions in five matches, lifted 
the Anfield club five places into 
fourth position in the Premier 
League. 

Owen was taken to hospital for 
precautionary x-rays after showing 
signs of concussion following a colli- 
sion with Derby defender Chris 
Riggot in the 17th minute. 

Heskey accepted Liverpool’s 
goalscoring responsibilities in the 
absence of his England scoring after 
17, 53 and 66 minutes. 

Patrik Berger added the fourth 
after hammering a 25-yard, swerving 
shot into the Derby net. 


ARSENAL 1 
ASTON VILLA 0 


he international striker 
Thierry Henry conjured up 
Arsenal’s matchwinner, collecting 
the ball on the edge of the area and 
driving home, 

Three minutes later, Villa had Lee 
Hendrie sent off and Arsenal missed 
a clear chance to win 2-0 when a sit- 
ter for Dutchman Dennis Bergkamp 
was cleared off the line by defender 
Gareth Southgate. 


COVENTRY 2 
TOTTENHAM 1 


oventry took a 12th minute 

lead with a move that was 
started by John Aloisi and finished 
by the Australian striker with an 
unstoppable 25-metre strike. 


Manchester United striker Teddy Sheringham celebrates after scoring the opening goal in the week- 
end win over Leicester City at Filbert Street. 


Aloisi’s flick also led to City’s sec- 
ond, converted by John Eustace in the 
26th minute. 

Ukrainian Serhiy Rebroy pulled 
one back for Spurs with a first-time 
shot on the break in the 53rd minute 
and City had Carlton Palmer sent off 
in the 72nd minute. But the Sky Blues 
held on for their first home win of the 
Season. 


EVERTON 1 
SOUTHAMPTON 1 


outhampton’s revival looked set 

to continue when Jason Dodd 
scored in the 76th minute. 

But Glenn Hoddle’s side had to 
settle for a share of the points at 
Goodison Park after conceding an 
81st minute penalty, converted by 


Michael Ball. 


IPSWICH 1 
WEST HAM 1 


arcus Stewart headed 

ipswich into a fifth minute 
Tead but West Ham’s Italian striker 
Paolo di Canio popped up to earn 
the Hammers a precious away 
point in the 72nd minute. 


LEEDS 3 


CHARLTON 1 
lan Smith fired Leeds’ first 
through a crowded area in the 
38th minute after a well-worked 
move by David O’Leary’s side, who 
had dominated play. 
Smith also provided the pass 


Leeds striker Mark Viduka is swamped by teammates after Scoring in his sides 3-1 defeat of 


Charlton Athletic at Elland Road. 


which Australian striker Mark 
Viduka knocked home for his first 
goal of the aftemoon. 

Leeds lost goalkeeper Nigel 
Martyn to injury and Chariton pulled 
one back with Claus Jensen's fierce 
shot in the 84th minute. 

But Viduka put the result beyond 
doubt in the 90th minute, flicking 
home a pass from strike partner 
Smith. 


MAN CITY 2 
BRADFORD 0 


aul Dickoy cracked home 
Manchester City’s opener on 


the half-hour after fine work by. 


Mark Kennedy and Alfie Inge 
Haaland notched the second in the 
45th minute. 


SUNDERLAND 1 
CHELSEA O 


ihe kick-off may have been 

delayed by 45 minutes, due toa 
power failure, but Kevin Phillips 
was on time for the home side — 
converting a 63rd minute penalty 
for his fourth league goal of the 
season. 

Sunderland’s Kevin Kilbane and 
Chelsea’s Graeme Le Saux were sent 
off three minutes later after a flare- 
up, while Chelsea fans called for the 
teturn of sacked coach Gianluca 
Vialli. 


LEICESTER ITY 0 
MAN UTD 3 


oi aa goals from England for- 
ward Teddy Sheringham took 
champions Manchester United 
back to the top of the premier 
league after a 3-0 victory at 
overnight leaders Leicester City. 

Sheringham scored in each half, 
the first on 37 minutes and the second 
55th minute before Norwegian striker 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer bagged a late 
third after beating Leicester keeper 
Tim Flowers with an angled shot in 
the 90th minute. 


MURPRNAS LA 


By Jolian Murphy 


goals, no wins and dead arse last in their 

qualifying group. Things can’t get much 

worse for England's national football side. 
But probably will, or at least it’s going to be a 
long time before there is much improvement. Ray 
Parlour’s late shot against Finland may have crossed 
over the line but an England victory would have been 
a rather hollow one. 

{t may not haye been such a bad thing that the game in 
Helsinki ended a scoreless draw, Perhaps now the excus- 
€s will finally stop and the FA will shake that etch-a- 
skeich and start afresh, It would not be wise to expect too 
much as many people have been calling for a complete 
overhaul of the national setup since the sputtering quali- 
fying campaign for Euro 2000. 

Undoubtedly the biggest problem is to find the right 
person to take charge of the team, In past years just about 
any English football manager would have jumped at the 
chance to take the reigns but this is not the case any 
more. The answer from almost every coach with the 
appropriate credentials, and quite a few without, has been 


no. 
In the last week the names of several top coaches 
throughout Europe have been linked with the position. If 
this isn’t bad enough for traditionalists like Bobby 
Charlton, most of them have, wisely it would seem, 
quickly ruled themselves aut of contention. No one wants 
the poisoned chalice. 

Sven Goran Eriksson of Lazio and Arsenal's Arsene 
‘Wenger have both said they are happy to finish their club 
commitments before considering any other appointment, 
Peter Taylor and Peter Reid both appear a little frightened 
by the enormity of the task and all it encompasses and 
that is fair enough. 


Middlesborough boss Bryan Robson doesn't seem 
interested and he is probably eyeing a retum to Old 
Trafford to take the job that Alex Ferguson will be vacat- 
ing at the end of next season, Neither World Cup winner 
Aime Jacquet or sacked Inter Milan manager Marcello 
Lippi speak enough English. 

The list just goes on and on. Fabio Capello, coach of 
the-all conquering AC Milan sides of the 90’s, has also 
been mentioned as has Dick Advocaat from Rangers. 
However, cach day it seems more and more likely that 
the English FA will look to the past in order to sort out 
the future. Terry Venables is both the public's and the 
bookie's choice and the manager from 1982-1990, 
Bobby Robson, could well be involved in some sart of 
advisory position. 

Now for the $64 million dollar question. What should 
‘be done? One commentator has called for everyone in the 
England squad over the age of 22 to be thrown out with 
the exception of David Beckham, Steve McManaman 
and, forthe short term, Nigel Martyn. Others believe that 
plans to qualify for the 2002 World Cup should take a 
back seat to the development of young players with more 
emphasis being placed on Euro 2004 and the World Cup 
in 2006. 


The retum of the Premier League over the weekend 
may help some fans forget about their national teams 
Woes but it’s still not helping the future of the English 
game. Chelsea (surprise, surprise) have signed another 
foreigner, Croatian intemational Stavisa Jokanovic, from 
Deportivo La Coruna to cover for injured Roberto di 
Matteo. By the way, Jokanovic is 32. Liverpool have also 
signed a Croatian, Igor Biscan from Dynamo Zagreb and 
Middlesborough are trying to tempt a third, AC Milan's 
Zvonimir Boban, to the Riverside. 

Nothing seems to change and it all continues to make 
it hard for the young up and comers if they are continu- 
ously denied first team action by overseas signings. 
Young players such as Jon Harley, Michael Carrick and 
Carl Cort as well as those on the fringe of the England 
Side have many people believing there is light at the end 
of the tunnel, But that could well be an express train. 
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rsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger was handed a 12- 
match touchline ban and 
fined four weeks wages by the 
Football Association last week 
after a post-match incident in 
August. 
The club were quick to respond, 
announcing on their Web site they 


Kluivert injury blow 


would be appealing. 
Wenger had been charged with 


bringing the game into disrepute after 
Arsenal's 1-0 defeat at Sunderland on 


Peter Taylor in the players’ tunnel at 
the Stadium of Light. 

The incident followed the last- 
minute sending-off of Wenger's 


far worse incident” involving 
Sunderland’s Darren Williams and 
Arsenal's French striker Thierry 
Henry. 


the opening day of the Premier French compatriot, Arsenal midfield- But the FA decided on disciplinary 
League season. er Patrick Vieira. action it described as being “in line 
Wenger pleaded not guilty to using The FA said that “Wenger insisted with the minimum punishment con- 
“threatening behaviour and physical — to the (Disciplinary) Commission his tained in the new disciplinary guide- 
intimidation” towards fourth official behaviour was aimed at preventing a _ lines introduced this season.” 


GASPART CALLS FOR CIVIL 


Arsene Wenger: Banned. 


Patrick Klulvert 


arcelona’s Dutch striker Patrick 
Kinivert is likely to be out for at 
least two weeks becanse of a leg 
mmecle tear, the club said last week. 
On a bleak day of injury news for the 
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Catalan club, fellow Dutch intemationals 
Marc Overmars and Phillip Cocu also suf- 
fered problems in the World Cup qualifier 
defeat to Portugal and are doubtful for the 
club’s next match. 

“Tt's a serious injury,” Barcelona doctor 
Ricard Prana said of Kiuivert. “It’s an injury 
that could keep him out for three or four 
weeks but battling hard he could be back in 
two." 

Overmars and Cocu have less serious 
problems and have not been ruled out for the 
start of a crucial four-game spell for 
Barcelona. 

After the trip to San Sebastian, Barcelona 
will play for their Champions League future 
away at AC Milan and Leeds United, cither 
side of a big league game at home to Real 
Madrid. 

Barcelona already have a threadbare look 
Boudewijn Zenden also on the sick list. 


REACTION TO FIGO RETURN 


arcelona president Joan Gaspart called for the 

club's supporters to show they are “genuine fans” 

when Luis Figo returns to the Nou Camp in a 
Real Madrid shirt later this month. 

Figo’s $96.1 million move between two of the 
tivals in the world game led to bitter rese 
Barcelona fans and the Porto: intemational is 
toreceive an angry reception when Real travel to play Barca 
in the Spanish league on October 21 

Nothing Gaspart can say of do will stop Figo being whis- 
tied by 2 98,000 full house throughout f ne on the pitch 
but the Barcelona president is anxious that the fans do not 
20 100 far. 

“The-supporters should do w ey believe they have to |] 
do but there is no need for them to organise anything in par- 
Ucular for the match,” said Gaspar. 

“They should be genuine fans, as they always have been. 
The reaction (to Figo) must be within the limits of civility 
and politeness that the fans have always shown.” 


ngland star David Galatasaray $45,000 for duringaChampions League It also suspended 
Beckham has been handing out hundreds of toi- match against Rangers last Chelsea’s Dutch striker 
fimed almost 4,000 let rolls for fans to throw month. Jimmy ‘Floyd Hasselbaink 
pounds ($10,000) for spit- and Freach defender Frank 
theg at a referee during a Leboeuf for two Enropean 
Manchester United match. matches for insulting the ref- 
UEFA imposed the eree during the English 
10,000 Swiss francs (3,850) club’s shock UEFA Cup first 
penalty for Beckham’s round defeat by Swiss cham- 
“clear dissent” during a pions St Gallen. 
Champions League clash And Galatasaray’s Haziz 
against PSV Eindhoven. Ustel was fined 5,000 Swiss 
Beckham, who missed francs for making offensive 
England’s 0-0 World Cup statements to the media after 
qualifying draw in Finland UEFA decided to suspend 
came on a6 a substitute in the midfielder Georghe Hagi for 
70th minote of United’s ‘onsporting behaviour. 
game in Eindhoven, which Russia’s CSKA Moscow 
United lost 3-1. were fined 20,000 france 
Despite the fine, the mid- because of the behaviour of 
fielder was given some good some 20 supporters who 
news when he found out he travelled to Denmark for a 
Will not need an operation on UBFA Cup match against 
his left knee and should be Viborg. 
fit to play against PSV again UEFA eaid the fans set off 
next week. firecrackers and flares and 
I In several other rulings, (Ss pe ems 
UEFA, soccer’s European 5 
body, fined Torkish cinb cia ale rr al sg 


million pounds ($14.4m) 
paid by Celtic to West Ham 
United for Eyal Berkovic in 
Taly 1999. 


utch coach Louis 

van Gaal was the 

main target for 
blame after the 
Netherlands were out- 
classed 2-0 at home by 
Portugal, putting their 
hopes of qualifying for the 
2002 World Cup in seri- 
ous doubt. 

The loss leaves the 
Dutch fourth in European 
group two, having bagged 
just one point from two 

home games. 
| “After the adventure 
against Ireland led to a 2-2 
damp squib, the blow dealt 
by Portugal came down like 
a sledgehammer,” said pop- 
ular daily De Telegraaf. 

The domestic media, 
normally friendly towards 
Van Gaal, attacked the new 
coach's experimental selec- 
tion. 

“Tactical mistakes by 
national coach Van Gaal 
| and unnecessary risks led to 
an utterly painful and dis- 
} graceful defeat,” said De 
Volkskrant. 
| "He played with fire and, 

to Portugal’s delight, gave 
them an ample headsturt for 
2002." 

Van Gaal had little 
choice but to make changes 
after being hit by a spate of 
injuries, and he brought in 
several inexperienced play- 
ers for a clash between the 


losing semi-finalists at Euro 
2000. 

But his decision to move 
Mare Overmars to the right 
flank with relative new- 
comer Wilfred Bouma tak- 
ing his place on the left was 
deemed much too risky 
against such classy opposi- 
tion. 


Louls van Gaal: Under pressure. 


As was giving Chelsea's 
Mario Meichiot his debut 
and playing 

Mare van Bommel, earn- 
ing only his second cap, 


Van Gaal under fire 
after Dutch defeat 


beside Edgar Davids -and 
behind Clarence Seedorf in 
midfield. 

“Van Gaal’s gamble 
backfired,” complained the 
Algemeen Dagblad. “It was 
8 cold shower for the new- 
But it wasn't only the 
new boys who came in for 


criticism. 

Michael Reiziger's shod- 
dy back pass to Frank de 
Boer was the low point in a 
game littered with defen- 


sive blunders. The Dutch 
clearly missed injured 
defenders Jaap Stam and 
Arthur Numan aswell as 
midfielders Ronald de Boer 
and = Giovanni = Van 
Bronckhorst. 

Van Gaal, formerly of 
Barcelona, is aware of the 
task ahead. 


“It means we now have 
to go and win the away 


us," he said, 


Hestin O'Neil: Woriing his eharm, 


ost coaches can talk a good 
game and no one does it better 
than Celtic’s Martin O’Neill. 

But where others’ actions often fail to 
match their words, O'Neill invariably trans- 
lates his eloquence into something mean- 
ingful on the pitch. 

“His man-management is outstanding,” 
says midfielder Paul Lambert of his fifth 
coach at Celtic in three years. 

“He has taken some players aside and 
given them confidence that they lacked. But 
he is also tough - he left us under no illusion 
after a pre-season defeat in Germany that 
we do what he tells us.” Celtic have enjoyed 
a rapid rejuvenation since the arrival of the 
amiable yet intense O'Neill from Leicester 
City in the close season. 

They sit two points clear of second- 
placed Hibernian and three in front of 
champions and bitter rivals Rangers, whom 
they humiliated 6-2 in August in an Old 
Firm derby, 

O'Neill has barely put a foot wrong or 
said a word out of place, winning over the 
media, the club’s huge following and the 
players with an unforced charm offensive. 

The squad, often sullen and prickly 
under his predecessors John Bares and 
Kenny Dalglish, has been visibly trans- 
formed by his persuasive coaxing. 

In the annual two-horse race that is the 
Scottish championship, former European 
Cup winners Celtic were in danger of 
becoming # laughing stock as they finished 
21 points behind Rangers last season. 

Elimination from the Scottish Cup on 
their own turf by lowly Inverness 
Caledonian Thistle only increased the 
hoots of laughter in the Rangers half of 
Glasgow. 

Team morale was also shaken when 
Australian striker Mark Viduka - now with 
Leeds United - was involved in a dressing 
room bust-up. Relations with the press were 
strained to snapping point under the taci- 
tum, suspicious Dalglish. 

But O'Neill’s bubbly volubility has lifted 
the gioom. 

O'Neill's magic is nowhere more appar- 
ent than in the case of striker Chris Sutton, 
dubbed a failure at Chelsea after scoring 
just one goal following a 10 million pounds 


($25m) move from Blackbum Rovers. 

The former England international has 
already scored six for Celtic, including two 
in the rout of Rangers, helping supporters 
forget the departure of top scorer Viduka. 

“T've always liked Sutton,” declares 
O'Neill, “I think he is one of the best strik- 
ers in Britain. I had faith that, given the 
Tight service, he could get goals here.” 

That service has come from Dutchman 
Bobby Petta, whose form was so bad last 
year that he became a figure of ridicule and 
was eventually left out of the side, 

Sutton’s strike partner Henrik Larsson, 
who played with Dutchman Petta at 
Feyenoord, says; “You can sce the confi- 
dence now in Bobby. The manager has 
encouraged him and been patient with 
him.” 

Another revelation has been Bulgarian 
midfielder Stilian Petrov who now looks 
worth the 2.8 million pounds ($7m) Celtic 
paid CSKA Sofia for him. The 20-year-old 
has scored five goals, including valuable 
match-winners against Motherwell and 
Dundee. 

“I had only seen him on the video tapes 
of last season's games,” explains O’Neill. 
“T told him that any team that aspires to be 
a good side must have goals from midfield, 
and he had to get forward more. 

“T've given him licence to do that.” 

The 48-year-old O'Neill also focused his 
attention on the media, organising a special 
pre-season lunch to forge new relationships. 
His mischievous humour bas proved a win- 
ner for newspapers and television. 

On one occasion, fed up with daily spec- 
ulation linking him with Neil Lennon, his 
former player at Leicester, he joked: “I’ve 
just taken a call from Bill Clinton. He's just 
got out of the Middle East peace talks and 
wanted to know if we had signed Neil 
Lennon yet.” 

However, he"is deadly serious about his 
commitment to the club. This was under- 
lined when he dismissed speculation link- 
ing him with the Englund managerial 
vacancy. 

“The Celtic job is all-consuming and one 
of the biggest in Europe,” he said. “I have 
only just started and I want to make a suc- 
cess of this.” <~ 
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SE 


LEAGUE, 


Sparta Prague 

Shakhtar Donetsk 

Arsenal Shakhtar Donetsk 2 
Lazio Sparta Prague 0 


Arsenal Lazio © 
Ljungberg 43, 56 


Sparta Prague Shakhtar Donetsk 2 
Sparta Rosicky 54, Zubov 56, 

Hornak 73, Abramov 84 

Jarosik 82 


Arsenal 

Lazio 

Sparta Prague 
Shakhtar Donetsk 


REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Tuesday, October 17 
Lazio v Arsenal 
Shakhtar Donetsk v Sparta Prague 


Wednesday, October 25 
Arsenal v Sparta Prague 
Lazio v Shakhtar Donetsk 


Real Madrid v Sporting Lisbon 
Olympique Lyon v Olymplakos 


Tuesday, November 7 Tuesday, November 7 
Spartak Moscow v Real Madrid Sparta Prague v Lazio 
Sporting v Bayer Leverkusen Shakhtar Donetsk v Arsenal 


Hamburg SV 4 Juventus 4 
Panathinaikos 1 Deportivo Coruna 1 
1 
1 


PSV Elndhoven Dynamo Kiev 
Manchester United Anderlecht 
Anderiecht PSv Elndhoven 
Dynamo Kiev Manchester Utd 


Juventus 2 Panathinaikos 
Deportivo Coruna 2 Hamburg SV 
Juventus © Deportivo Coruna 0 Dynamo Kiev Andertecht 
Husin 52, 


Hamburg SV 0 Panathinalkos Shatskikh 80, 
Nassiopoulos 37 Demetradze 89, 90 
Johnsen 20, 29 & 78, 
Table Strand 50, 54, PSV Elndhoven Manchester Utd 
Juventus oot 2 OSS 8 Johansen 640g. Bouma 17, Scholes 3pen 
Deportivo Coruna 3 120 3 2 5 van Bommel 38, 
Panathinaikos 3.01! Ae Paes) 8 Kezman 64 
Hamburg SV 8) On A DSi fk 
REMAINING FIXTURES: PSV Eindhoven 
Wednesday, October 18 Dynamo Kiev 
Deportivo Coruna v Juventus Manchester United 


Panathinaikos v Hamburg SV Anderlecht 


Tuesday, October 24 
Juventus v Hamburg SV 
Deportivo Coruna v Panathinaikos 


REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Wednesday, October 18 
Anderlecht v Dynamo Kiev 
Manchester United v PSV Eindhoven 


Wednesday, November 8 
Hamburg SV v Deportivo Coruna 
Panathinaikos v Juventus 


Tuesday, October 24 
Dynamo Kiev v PSV Eindhoven 
Anderlecht v Manchester United 


Wednesday, November 8 
PSV Eindhoven v Anderlecht 
Manchester United v Dynamo Kiev 


SECOND ROUND QUARTER-FINAL SEMI-FINAL 
First Leq — April 3/4 First Leg — May 1/2 


Four Groups of Four Second Leg — April 17/18 Second Leq — May 8/9 
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2. EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE . © “s 


Galatasaray 3 Monaco 2 
Rangers 5 Sturm Graz 0 
Sturm Graz 3 Galatasaray 0 
Monaco © Rangers 1 


Monaco 5S Sturm Graz ° 
Simone 13, 38, 41, 

Farnerud 76, 

Nonda 84 


Galatasaray Rangers 2 
Akin 52, Kanchelskis 72 
Unsal 57, van Bronckhorst 90 


Jardel 70 


Table 
Galatasaray SOQ 1K ehe7 8 
Rangers 3) Deo moceveses6 
Monaco 3402 aha S 
Sturm Graz Bet Oy 2 Se 10 Ss 
REMAINING FIXTURES: 


LEAGUE, 


Tuesday, October 17 
Sturm Graz v Monaco 
Rangers v Galatasaray 


Wednesday, October 25 
Monaco v Galatasaray 
Sturm Graz v Rangers 


Tuesday, November 7 
Galatasaray v Sturm Graz 
Rangers v Monaco 


Wednesday, May 23 
In Milan 


FI 


World Rankings 


(Valid until November 15) 


proposal to restrict the num- 
ber of foreign players in Serie 


4 Brazil 7i= Estonia 

2 France 7i= Lithuania A has been rejected-by the 
3 Argentina 73 Burkina Faso president of the Italian Football 
4 Czech Republic 74 + Kuwait MEETS Ue ovo ; 

5 Spain 75 Cuba Ttaly coach Giovanni ‘Trapattoni and 
Ss ttaly 76 Guinea Football Federation president Luciano 
7 Portugal 77 China PR Nizzola had suggested clubs could find 
8 Germany 78° Bosnia: a way around European Union (EU) 
9 4 law by entering into a “gentleman's 


agreement" to limit teams to five non- 
Italian players. 

But Football League president 
Franco Carraro dismissed the idea of a 
pact between clubs. 

“Football is not like a bowling club 
or a chess circle, where no one would 
think of tuming to a court," Carraro 
told the daily Gazzetta dello Sport. 

“We have football clubs that are 
businesses. They are quoted on the 
stock market and they invest millions 
and they need to have written rules that 
are clear and precise for all.” 


Italian League reje 
pact to limit foreigners 


Following the landmark Bosman 
tuling, EU regulations forbid leagues 
to limit the number of foreign players 
who hold EU citizenship. 


Giovanni Trapattoni: Looking 
for solutions. 


Trapattoni has complained that too 
many clubs restricted the chances for 
young Italian players to develop by 
filling their squads with imports. 


Inter Milan recently played an 
Italian Cup match with just one Italian 
player in their starting line-up while 
champions Lazio’s first choice line-up 
features seven foreign-born players. 

In contrast AC Milan's midfield 
consists of four Italians, including 
young players such as Gennaro 
Gattuso and Francesco Coco who have 
recently been promoted to Trapattoni's 
squad. 

"I think our policy of the last three 
years is clear to see," said Milan vice- 
president Adriano Galliani. "We will 
continue to look to young Italian tal- 
ent.” 

But Juventus general manager 
Luciano Moggi said the club's habits 
could not change overnight, 

“It is a proposal that is in the inter- 
ests of Italy. But at. the moment there 
are teams that line up with 10 foreign- 
ers, so the process needs to be long and 
gradual,” said Moggi. 


Greek League shut down 


he Greek Football 
ssociation announced a 


t week stoppage in 
domestic fixtures last week in a 
clash with the national sports 
ministry 

There will bé no first or second 


ireland Republic division matches on the week- 


39 Austria 108= Mozambique 176 Central African ends of October 14-15 and 21- 
40° Ukraine 108= Wales Rep, 22, both of which were scheduled 
41 Pen 110 Vietnam SR 177 (Niger for a full round of fixtures. 

42 Jamaica 411 Lebanon 178 Bahamas Sports Minister George Floridis 
43 Iran 4112. Oman 179 Macao had succeeded earlier after two 
44 Korea Republic 113 Azerbaijan 480 Sao Tomee failed attempts, in passing a bill 
45 Zambia 114 Malawi Principe prohibiting convicted or suspect- 


ed felons from holding senior 
office in sports administration. 
This means current leaque 
president and FA vice-president 
Victor Mitropoulos faces possi- 
ble exclusion because of an open 
embezzlement case against him 
dating back to 1993 when he was 
president of league club Aegaleo. 
Mitropoulos was accused of 
pocketing the money when 


Daum 


Ts German Football 
Federation (DFB) said last 
week it would host a meeting in 
a bid to end a row between German 
coach-elect Christoph Daum and 
Bayern Munich manager Uli 
Hoeness. 

The dispute between two of German 
soccer's leading figures over personal 
allegations against Daum has rocked the 
country's football establishment and the 
DFB is keen to end the dispute before it 
goes any further, 


Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 
played yet to do not appear in the table. 


Aegaleo were granted 42 million 
drachmas ($107,100) to upgrade 
facilities at their ground. 

He was subsequently charged 
and convicted of embezzlement 
by a sports court but after an ini- 
tial appeal hearing broke down 
the case remained open. 

The Greek FA (EPO) said they 
had taken action because of “the 
patent unwillingness to cooper- 
ate on the part of the sports min- 
istry". 

In a press statement, the Greek 
FA accused the government of a 
catalogue of injustices, including 
$5million in outstanding debts 
and a failure to support them in 
their effort to campaign against 
European Union reform of soccer 
transfer laws. 

The statement also condemned 
"the continued efforts of the 
sports minister George Floridis, 
with no regard for democratic 
means, to undermine the legally 


DFB to hold meeting to end 


— Hoeness row 


Christoph Daum 


for two weeks 


elected governing board of 
EPO". 

Speaking on state, radio, 
Floridis attacked the Greek FA's 
decision for showing an 
“unprecedented Jack of respect 
to the Greek parliament". 

He said the bill had been 
passed in a rare display of parlia- 
mentary unanimity, with only the 
communist deputies voting 
against the legislation. 

Mitropoulos told Greek radio 
he was ready to take the matter 
to the European parliament, say- 
ing it contravened EU employ- 
ment laws. 

Floridis, speaking to private 
radio station Sport FM on the 
eve of the parliamentary session, 
had warned that the government 
was prepared to withdraw access 
to public stadia if the football 
authorities failed to stand by the 
decision of the parliament. & 


The meeting will take place at DFB 
headquarters in Frankfurt and will be 
attended by DFB members and repre- 
sentatives of Daum's club Bayer 
Leverkusen and Bayern Munich. 

A direct confrontation between 
Daum and Hoeness is not expected, 

The DFB representation will include 
Germanny caretaker coach Rudi Voeller 
and DFB president-designate Gerhard 
Mayer-Vorfelder, the DFB said. 


“x 


wy 
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T= shortlist of candidates for the 
toughest job in English soccer 
got ever shorter last week as 
potential managers of the national side 
ran for cover. 

Several high-profile names were 
bandied about immediately after Kevin 
Keegan resigned following the dismal 1-0 
defeat by Germany in a World Cup quali- 
fier at Wembley. 

The search for a new manager had 
become a roll call of the unavailable, the 
unattainable and the simply unacceptable 
— with Howard Wilkinson likely to 
remain as caretaker for some time. 

Frenchmen Aime Jacquet, Gerard 
Houllier, Arsene Wenger and Jean Tigana, 
Sweden’s Sven-Goran Eriksson and 


Italians Fabio Capello and Marcellé Lippi - 


were seen as possible candidates. 

All were fantasy football choices rather 
than serious contenders. 

None, with the exception of Lippi who 
said he was “gratified” to be thought of, 


expressed any interest in what the English 
Football Association sees as a “dream job” 
but most others in soccer consider a poi- 
soned chalice. 

. The Mirror ran nine managerial pho- 
tographs, each with the word “No” written 
undemeath. 

The popular favourite remains Terry 
Venables, the former manager who led 
England to the semifinals of Euro ‘96 and 
has the international experience coupled 
with the tactical acumen that Keegan 
admitted he lacked. 

Venables is the bookmakers’ 2-1 tip 
but, unless certain people draw a line in 
the sand and forget the past, is also seen as 
unacceptable to the FA because of his 
business dealings. 

The former Barcelona and Tottenham 
Hotspur boss said in June, after England’s 
early exit from Euro 2000, that he would 
return if he had the full backing of the FA 
and suggested a referendum to decide who 


. shouldreplace Keegan. 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 


MISCHIEF MAKING 

An FA official was quoted the follow- 
ing day accusing Venables of “inappropri- 
ate opportunism” and “mischief-making” 
and his main opponent Noel White, who 
chairs the FA’s executive committee, 
appeared unlikely to accept him back. 

If Venables is unacceptable to the FA, 
then the various non-English names sug- 
gested in the media may prove unpalatable 
to the more traditionally-minded. 

The possibility of England being 
coached for the first time by a foreigner is 
an explosive issue in a country where boo- 
ing the national anthem of the opposition 
remains a normal occurrence at interna- 
tionals. 

Bobby Charlton, who won the World 
Cup in 1966 and played 106 times for his 
country, said appointing a non-English 
manager would be a disgrace and an insult 
to national pride, 

“Tt is a huge honour to lead your coun- 
try and it can never mean as much to 


someone who is not English,” he said. 

But he knows better than anyone that 
the market is not exactly overcrowded 
with English candidates especially as the 
fife cycle of the England coach can be bru- 
tally brief, 

Keegan took over from Glenn Hoddle 
in February 1999 after Hoddle, in the job 
for 2-1/2 years, was forced to resign over 
newspaper comments about the disabled. 


ROBSON 
RULED OUT 


Former manager Bobby Robson 
expressed a patriotic interest but 
Newcastle United chairman Freddy 
Shepherd cut short any suggestion of him 
taking over. “We could not contemplate 
his release, neither in the short term nor 
long term,” he said. 

Former England captain Bryan Robson, 
now Middlesbrough manager, ruled him- 
self out, saying: “My name is not in the 
hat.” 


(hose must Ba| 


The English job nobody wants 


Peter Taylor, the successful England 
under-21 coach who lost his job to 
Wilkinson and has since taken Leicester 
City to the top of the premiership, was in 
no hurry to return. 

“It’s not for me at the moment,” he said. 
Sunderland chairman Bob Murray ruled 
out Peter Reid, previously involved with 
the England set-up, while former 
Blackbum Rovers and Inter Milan boss 
Roy Hodgson was quoted as saying he 
was not interested in the job. 

Charlton Athletic’s Alan Curbishley 
and Aston Villa’s John Gregory, both also 
prominent in the bookmakers’ lists, lack 
success or international experience. 

Arsenal chairman Peter Hill-Wood was 
alone voice willing to give permission for 
his manager, Arsene Wenger, to speak to 
the FA. But he was confident of the out- 
come. 

“He would be crazy to take it,” said 
Hill-Wood. 

“And Arsene Wenger is not crazy.” 


Gharkon 


SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


NAN 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 
You wilt uot be disappointed 
RING NOW 


‘he would not cope as # manager at intemma- 
tonal level,” he was quoted as saying, 
“He should have gone after Euro 2000, 
‘The FA. shouldn't haye waited for this sit- 
wation to develop,” Charlton, who was 
reported la 3 knighted for services to football, added. 

Chariton, whe won the World Cup with : 
England in 1966 and played 106 times for 
his country, was responding to statements 
by FA. 

officials that they would consider for- 
eign candidates for the job left vacant by 
Kevin Keegan's surprise resignation. 

“ft would be an insult to our national 
pride,” The Daily Mail reported Chariton 

‘as saying. “It is a hage honour to lead your 

country and it can never mean as much to 
| someone who is not English. 

“Icis incredible how the FA. constantly 
fails to draw upon the knowledge and expe- 
rience of the biggest names that English 
football has produced. There are mea here 
who know what is involyed with a success- 
ful England team,” he added. 

Charlton ‘aiso condemned Keegan's 


appointment as England: coach and the ititaat 
manner of his departure after England's oe 
02 9558 2 0 Soca amar sme 
2 2 World Cup qualifying match. English. 
“They shouldn't have appointed Kevin “Kevin has now left England in 2 posi- 


tion where it will be difficult 10 qualify for 


and he shouldn't have accepted the job, 
the next World Cup,” he said. 


Kevin knew his own limitations and knew 


Chelsea sign Jokanovic 


Madrid. 
Jokanovic, 32, has more 


Ss > 


HEAD OFFICE: 
236A Illawarra Road, 
MARRICKVILLE NSW 2204 
PH; (02) 9558 2202 

mA FAX: (02) 9559 2551 


helsea have signed 
Yugoslav midfield- 
er Slavisa 
Jokanovic from Spanish 


Jokanovic, the first sign- 
ing by Chelsea’s new 
Italian coach Claudio 


Ranieri, has agreed a two- than 50 international caps 


champions Deportivo year deal, Chelsea’s Web and will shore up a Chelsea 
Coruna for 1.7 million _ site said, Ranieri joined the — jpidfield that has just lost 
pounds ($4.75m), the Blues Jast month after three ; es 


Italian Roberto Di Matteo 
with a broken leg. 


Premier League club 
announced last week. 


years in Spanish football 
with Valencia and Atletico 
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Referee abandons 


Peruvian matc 


Peruvian championship 

match was abandoned in 

the first half last week 
when protesting players besieged 
the referee. 

Universidad Catolica extended 
their lead in the Chilean champi- 
onship to nine points while Romario 
was on target again in Brazil. 

The match between Sport Boys 
and Union Minas was called off one 


Pubs slam 


he Whitbread chain was 
: furious last week that 
dozens of its pubs were left 
with no television coverage of the 
Finland-England World Cup 
qualifier after a technical fault. 
Whitbread said broadcasting 
company u>direct, which bought 
the rights to the game from the 
Finnish Football Association, had 
failed to provide the match to at 
least 50 of the more than 400 
Whitbread pubs which paid 140 
pounds ($350) each for the service. 
Fans had to be placated with free 
drinks and were said by Whitbread 
tohave been “very, very disappoint- 
ed” when an unexplained fault pre- 
vented them from watching the 
match. 


minute before halftime following 
vehement protests from the away 
team over a twice-taken penalty. 

Sport Boys goalkeeper Johnny 
Vegas, his team’s regular penalty 
taker, saw his effort saved by his 
opposite number Luis Zanabria but 
trouble broke out when the referee 
ordered it to be retaken. 

The furious Union Minas team 
surrounded the official and in the 


The game, a drab 0-0 draw, was 
the first England soccer internation- 
al to be made available only on a 
Pay-per-view basis. 

Other fans 
packed into bars 
and pubs to watch a 
game whose signifi- 
cance had soared 
following the shock 
tesignation of coach 
Kevin Keegan after 
the national side’s 
1-0 home defeat at 
the hands of arch- 
rivals Germany. 

Chris Emmel, a Whitbread 
pubs director, was scathing about 
the breakdown in the u>direct ser- 


confusion that followed, three of 
their players were shown the red 
card. At that point, the team walked 
off the pitch. 

Union returned 15 minutes later 
but the referee and his assistants 
refused to come back, declaring the 
match abandoned due to what he 
described as “collective rebellion.” 
The score was 1-1 at the time. 

Union, a small team from the 


England-Finland soccer broadcast 


“These people have obviously 


been spending all their time and 
efforts on holding the nation’s soc- 
cer fans to ransom, instead of mak- 


ing sure that its cus- 
tomers get what they 
pay through the nose 
for, 

“They priced this 
match out of the 
teach of many foot- 
ball fans, so the only 
place they could see 
it was their local pub. 
Yet despite the huge 
fees being charged, they 
let England supporters down in 


a big way. 


“They should try having to 


vice. explain to a pub full of fans that 


Andean mining town of Cerro de 
Pasco who play their home matches 
at 4,300 metres above sea level, 
remained fourth in the second stage 
of the tournament. 

“Everyone knows that Union is a 
small club, but now we are in the top 
four, they are always sending off our 
players, I don’t know why they don’t 
let us progress,” said coach Jose 
Torres. 


technical problems have blown the 
whistle on their night's entertain- 
ment.” 

He said it was time that the 
“stranglehold” which companies 
such as u>direct had on top match- 
es was reviewed. 

A spokeswoman for u>direct 
said the company did not yet know 
what had gone wrong. “We are in 
discussion with Whitbread and we 
are trying to find out what hap- 
pened,” she said. 

But those pubs which had not 
received the match would not be 
charged. “We are a pay-per-view 
company and you only pay if you 
view,” she said, 


Dutch striker Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink 
and French defender Frank Leboouf were sus- 
pended for two matches by UEFA last week for 

insulting the referee at a UEFA Cup match against St 
Gallen, : 


lormer Liverpool 
player John 
Toshack has vowed 


to tighten St Etienne’s 
defence as he bids to save 
one of France’s most 
famous clubs from relega- 
tion. 

The former Real Madrid 
manager took control of the 
10 times French champions 
last week and he faced his 
first match in charge — 
away to Sedan, unbeaten at 
home this season. 

The Welshman freely 
admits his knowledge of the 
French league is limited, but 
he is aware that St Etienne’s 
place in the bottom three 
owes much to their defen- 
sive frailties. 

“This team has conceded 
20 goals in 10 league 
matches and that tells me 
plenty,” said Toshack, “That 
Statistic means we need to 
score three times to win 
every game. 

The solution is to con- 
cede less goals.” 

Toshack has been unem- 
ployed since being axed by 


Real Madrid last November. 

He has signed a deal with 
St Etienne only until the end 
of the season but is hoping 
his reputation as a formida- 
ble competitor wilt rub off 
on his new charges, who 
have managed only two vic- 
tories all season. 

“I know one thing,” 
Toshack said. “We need to 
win against Sedan. Then the 
next match, and then the 
next one. My overall goal is 
simple — to do whatever is 
necessary to get St Etienne 
back to resembling the side 
I played against when I was 
with Liverpool.” 

Toshack, 51, has replaced 
Robert Nouzaret, sacked 
two weeks ago, in the hot 
seat at St Etienne, 

Nouzaret, now in charge 
at Toulouse, led St Etienne 
to promotion two seasons 
ago and a sixth-place finish 
last year before things 
began to.unravel. 

A 2-0 home loss against 
Stade Rennes two weeks 
ago saw the club’s directors 
lose patience. Argentine 


coach Oswaldo Piazza was 
St Etienne’s first choice as a 
replacement but he was 
unable to secure a release 
from Independiente. 

When Piazza became 
unavailable, club president 
Alain Bompard turned to 
Toshack, 

“I may not know a-lot 
about the team at the 
moment, but I have a good 
idea of the style of play I 
want to put in place,” 
Toshack said. 

The Welshman said one 
of the most vivid memories 
of his playing career was for 
Liverpool against St Etienne 
in the 1977 European Cup 
quarter-finals. Liverpool 
lost 1-0 in France before 
winning the return leg 3-1. 

“I remember how great 
the St Etienne crowd was,” 
Toshack said. “It was like 
playing against 12 men. I 
know there is a lot of pas- 
sion at this club and the 
potential is fantastic.” 


a 


7] 


Standard Summer Time 


Optus (ESPN) 
1am —10.30am 
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Russia 
Luxembourg 


long-range attempt just missed in the 37th minute, 

“The Luxembourg team has improved a great 
deal in the last couple of years and it wasn’t easy 
for us to break down their defences,” said Russia 


Moldova 


Macedonia 


‘oldova and Macedonia battled to a 0-0 


ussia maintained their 100 percent start coach Oleg Romantsev. draw in a World Cup qualifier last 
to their World Cup qualifying cam- “In my opinion, it was an even game in the first week, doing little to change their status 
ign when they beat Luxembourg 3-0 — palf.” as outsiders in European group four. 


The Moldovans, without a win in a World Cup tie 
since 1995, seemed to be gaining the advantage in 
the first half but had to wait for the second 45 min- 
utes before coming close to scoring. 


in a group one match last week. 

Russia, as would be expected bearing in mind 
the relative size of the two countries, chalked up 
their fifth successive win over their visitors after 
they had been drawn in the same qualifying group 
for the third straight World Cup. 

Maxim Buznikin put the home side ahead with 
a diving header in the 19th minute when he met an 
Alexander Mostovoi free kick at the far post. 

However, Russia had trouble penetrating a 
packed Luxembourg defence for much of the first 
| half. 

The visitors were content to stay back and had 
only one shot in the first period as Luc Holtz’s 


But the Russians found the target twice more 
after the interval through Dmitry Khokhlov and 
Yegor Titov. 

Khokhloy, left unmarked in front of the 
Luxembourg goal, made it 2-0, slotting home a 
nice pass by Dmitry Khlestov 12 minutes after the 
break. 

Titov added a third with another diving header 
as he redirected a Khlestoy cross into a far corner 
of the net in the final minute. 

“We played a good first half, but our players got 
tired towards the end as we had had a tough game 
against Slovenia just three days ago,” said 
Luxembourg coach Philipp Paul. 


Bulgaria 


|, Denmark 
| ulgaria had Dimitar Berbatov to thank for 
B alucky 1-1 draw in their World Cup quali- 
fier against Denmark last week. 

Berbatov equalised from Bulgaria's only real 
chance eight minutes from the end of a group three 

match dominated by the Danes. 
) Denmark had gone ahead through Ebbe Sand in 
the 73rd minute after wasting half a dozen opportu- 
nities and being denied what looked an obvious 
penalty. 5 

The Schalke striker ran on to a superb pass from 
Claus Jensen and his low shot from 15 metres went 
inside the near post. 

Eleven minutes earlier, Bulgarian goalkeeper 
| Zdravko Zdravkov made an excellent save from a 
fierce header by Jan Michaelsen then Dennis 
f Rommedahl shot over the bar with the goal at his 
mercy. 

Bulgaria levelled when playmaker Krassimir 
Balakoy, nearly invisible earlier, hit a precise cross 
from the right and substitute striker Berbatov beat 
defender Thomas Helveg and veteran goalkeeper 
Peter Schmeichel with a hard volley from eight 
metres. 


Controversy 


ss 


Thomas Helveg (right) & Kresimir Balakov 
(left) in action, 

Turkish referee Oguz Sarvan denied the Danes a 
penalty in the 70th minute after substitute defender 
Georgi Peev appeared to pull down Rommedahl from 
behind. 

“We had three or four 100 percent chances and we 
should absolutely have had that penalty,” said 
Denmark head coach Morten Olsen. “They had one 
chance in the whole match.” 


England 


ngland’s hopes of qualifying for the 2002 
World Cup have sufferedanother body- 
blow after a controversial 0-0 draw with 
Finland in a group nine qualifier. 

England, beaten 1-0 by Germany in their cam- 
paign opener and under caretaker coach Howard 
Wilkinson after the resignation of Kevin Keegan, 
needed a win to have any realistic hope of qualifying 
for the finals as group winners. 

But they were denied all three points after a con- 
troversial decision by French referee Alain Sars in 
) the 87th minute. 

After a period of sustained England pressure, a 
Ray Parlour shot from eight metres out hit the bar 
and appeared to bounce down over the goal line — 
|| but the goal was not given. 

“Clearly the team thought they were denied a vic- 
tory,” Wilkinson said. 

Parlour later told Sky Sport: “It looked over the 
line from where I was I’m very disappointed not just 
for myself but for the team as well. Tt would have 
been a great result for us.” 

England defender Phil Neville added: “You work 
that hard, you probably win the game’ with the goa- 
land it gets taken away from you. That’s disappoint- 
ing.” 

The result left England propping up their group 
and needing a marked improvement in form if they 
are to even reach the play-offs for a World Cup 
place. 

“Clearly I'd rather be in (German coach) Rudi 
Voeller’s shoes than the ones England are in,” 


| fier Norway last week; upsetting. 
home side who dominated long stretches of 


game. 

The AG Milan striker chested down a pass fro 
Andriy Vorobei in the 49h minute and swept itlow — %) 
past Norwegian goalkeeper Frode Olsen from close 
range. The goal raised bis tally to. four from 
Ukraine's opening three qualifying games. 

“Tm tertibly ¢ both for the players and 
for the crowd,” Norwegian coach Nils Johan Semb 


said 

“All hope (of qualifying for the World Cup) has 
fot ee but we're really lag We're 
struggling. We don’t score and tose even though we 
create most chances.” he said. ; 


io scoring several times, includ- 
the ball just over the bar 2 few 
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overpower | Moldova, Macedonia 
fight to 0-0 draw 


flares as England 
draw with determined Finland 


Substitute Sergei Epureanu hit the post after 50 
minutes. 

Five minutes from time midfielder lon 
Testemistanu also struck the woodwork. 

The Macedonians had a chance on 70 minutes but 
midfielder Toni Micevski mis-hit the ball after going 
one-on-one with Moldovan goalkeeper Yevgeny 
maruk. 

The result left Moldova second from bottom of 
the group, one point above pointless Azerbaijan. 


Ray Parlour had a controversial goal 
disallowed. 


Wilkinson said, adding that he felt the high winds 
and hard pitch had caused his team problems. 

But Wilkinson’s side, showing six changes from. 
the one beaten by Germany, created few scoring 
chances. 

“In their own heads they are still searching for a | 
little bit of consistency, there’s not the confidence ‘ 
there, the belief and the faith, that should be,” 
Wilkinson admitted. 

Finland settled down after nearly having keeper | 
Antti Niemi sent off in the sixth minute after a | 
defensive error saw him bring down Teddy 
Sheringham. Niemi only received a yellow card, 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Derby County 0 Liverpool 4, Arsenal 1 Aston Villa 0, 
Coventry City 2 Tottenham Hotspur 1, Everton | 
Southampton 1, Ipswich Town | West Ham United 1, 
Leeds United 3 Charlton Athletic 1, Leicester City 0 
Manchester Utd 3, Man City 2 Bradford City 0, 
Sunderland 1 Chelsea 0. 


1. Man Utd 

2. Arsenal 

3. Leicester City 
4, Liverpool 

5. Leeds Ud 

6, Newcastle Utd 
7. Aston Villa 

8. Ipswich Town 
9. Charlton Athletic 
10. Sunderland 

U, Tottenham 

12. Man City 

13, Covenuy City 
14. Middlesbrough 
15. Chelsea 

16. Southampton 
17. Everton, 

18, West Ham Uid 
19. Bradford City 
20. Derby County 


ENGLISH FIRST DIVISION 


Fulham 2 Biackbarn 1, Barley 3 Nomingham Forest 4, 
Birmingham 2° Crystal Palace 1, Bolton 2 
Wolverhampton |, Burnley 2 Stockport 1, Grimsby 1 
Huddersfield 0, Portumonth 2 Sheffield Wednesday 1, 
Presioe | Tranmere 0, Sheffield United 1 Crewe 0, 
Warlord 3 Queen's Park Rangers 1, West Bromwich 2 
Nocwich 3, Wimbledoo 4 Gillingham 4 


CEesooesscoccommneceey 
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1, Fulham 

2. Watford 

3. Bolton 

4, Birmingham 

5, Preston, 

6. West Bromwich 
7, Bumley 

8. Sheffield United 
9. Nottingham Forest 
10. Wimbledon 

1. Bamsley 

12. Gillingham 

13. Portsmouth 

14, Tranmere 

15. Blackbum 

16. Wolverhampton 
17. Queen’s Park 
18. Norwich 

19, Crewe 

20. Crystal Palace 
21, Grimsby 

‘22. Stockport 

23. Huddersfield 
24, Sheff Wed 


ENGLISH SECOND DIVISION 


Bournemouth 0 Rotherham 1, Brentford | Peterborough 
0, Bristol Rovers 0 Northampton 1, Millwall 4 Bury 0, 
Notts County 2 Wigan 2, Oldham 1 Swindon 0, Oxford 3 
Wrexham 4, Port Vale 3 Colchester 1, Reading 2 
‘Wycombe 0, Swansea 2 Stoke 1, Walsall 0 Bristol City 0, 
Cambridge 2 Laton | 
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NUNN UE ANU RENNER Oe 


Russia 3 Luxembourg 
Slovenia 2 Switzerland 


PWDL 
Russia 06 
Slovenia 20 
Switzerland 1 
Yugoslavia 
Faroe Islands 1 
Luxembourg 00 

Next matches: March 24 

Yugoslavia v Switzerland, Russia y 
Slovenia, Luxembourg v Faroe Islands 


KURA ney 
sANCHUWOSD> 


Next matches: March 15 
San Manno v Latvia: 


1. Walsall 

2. Reading 

3. Bury 

4, Millwall 

5. Wycombe 

6. Cambridge 

7. Wigan 

$. Rotherham 

9. Northampton. 
10. Stoke 

11. Bristol Rovers 
12. Wrexham 

13. Swansea 

14, Peterborough 
15, Brentford 

16, Notts County 
17. Colchester 
18. Port Vale 

19. Swindon 

20. Bristol City 
21. Bournemouth 
‘22. Oldham 

23, Luton 

24. Oxford 


ENGLISH DIVISION THREE 


Brighton 0 Scunthorpe 0, Carlisle 0 Barnet 2, Darlington 
2 Torquay 0, Exeter 1 Chesterfield 1, Halifax 0 Hull 2, 
Leyton Orient 2 Cardiff 1, Lincoln 3 Kidderminster 3, 
Macclesfield 2 Cheltenam |, Mansfield 1 Shrewsbury 
0, Plymouth 2 Blackpool 0, Rochdale 2 Hartlepool 1, 
Southend | York 0. 
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1. Chesterfield 
2. Rochdale 

3. Brighton 

4, Cheltenham 
5. Leyton Orient 
6. Southend 

7. Daslington 

8 Scunthorpe 

9. Bamet 

10, Mansfield 
11, Macclesfield 
12. Kidderminster 
13. Cardiff 

14, Hartlepoot 
15. Hull 

16. Exeter 

17, Shrewsbury 


21. Blackpool 
22. Carlisle 
23. Torquay 
24, Halifax 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aberdeen 0 Dundee 2, Celtic 2 St Mirren 0, Dundee 
United 0 Hearts 4, Hibernian ] Rangers 0, Kilmamock 2 
Dunfermline Athletic 1, Motherwell 4 St Johnstone 0. 


1, Celtic 

2. Hibernian 
3, Rangers 

4, Kilmarnock 
5. Hearts 

6, Dundee 

T. Aberdeen 

8. St Johnstone 


Israel 3 Bosnia 
Austria 1 Spain 


Portugal 
Spain 

Tsrael 
Austria 
Bosnia 
Liechtenstein 


Next matches: March 24 
Bosnia v Austria, 
Spain v Liechtenstein 
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9. Dunfemline a 
10, Motherwell 9 
11. St Mirren 6 
12, Dundee United 6 


SCOTTISH FIRST DIVISION 


Airdrieonians 1 Inverness Caly.Th.2, Alloa Athletic 0 
Raith Rovers 1, Falkirk 3 Clyde 2, Livingston 1 Morton 
0, Ross County 1 Ayr Utd 1 

Pp LF 
1. Livingston 


6. Invemess 
7. Ross County 

8, Morton 

9, Alloa 10 
10. Airdriconians 14 


SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 


Berwick 1 Queen’s Park 1, Clydebank 3 Stirling Albion 
0, Forfar 0 Stranraer 0, Partick Thistle 1 Arbroath 1, 
‘Queen of the Sth 4 Stenhousemui 2. 
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1. Clydebank 


SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 


Cowdenbeath 3 East Stirlingshire 0, Dumbarton 2 
Hamilton Academical 3, East Fife 0 Albion Rovers 0, 
Hin 2 Brechin City 2, Monrare 0 Pend 2 

PWD LF APs 
1. Cowdenbeath 
2, Brechin 
3, Hamilton 
4. Peterhead 
5. East Fife 
6. East Stirling 
7. Elgin 
8. Albion 
9. Dumbarton 
10, Montrose 


HIALIAN SERIE A 


ces 2 AC Milan 1, Brescia 0 Parma 0, Fiorentina 2 
Reggina 1, Juventus 2 Bari 0, Lecce 0 AS Roma 4, 
Verona 1 Udinese 1, Vicenza | Atalanta 2, Lazio 3 
Perugia 0, Inter Milan 3 Napoli 1, Lecce 0 AS Roma 4. 
A Pts 


6 
12 


1 
2 
3 
3 
5 
4 
4 
8 
8 


Nese numenwed 


1.Roma 
2. Juventus 


6. Fiorentina 
1 Inter Milan 
8. AC Milan 
9, Reggina 
10, Bologna 
1. Parma 


WRN Ro Ree 
BRO ene key 
PEUNEVEunoe 


Group Three 


Iceland {| Northern Ireland 0) 
Denmark 1 Bulgaria 
Malta 0 Czech Republic 


Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Bulgaria 
Norther freland 
Iceland 

Malta 


Ss cals 
RANNWO, 
a SF a 


Next matches: March 24 
Northern Ireland y Czech Republic 
March 25 


Bulgaria v Iceland, Malta y Denmark, 


12, Verona 
13, Leces 
14, Brescia 
15, Bari 
16. Perugia ! 
17, Napoli 0 
18. Vicenza i) 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Celta Vigo | Alaves 1, Numancia 0 Athletic Bilbao 0, 
Osasuna 0 Real Oviedo 0, Real Mallorca 2 Racing S. |, 
Resi Zaragoza 0 Valladolid 0, Espanyol 0 Rayo 
Vallecano O, Real Madrid 3 Deportivo C. 0, Real Soc. 0 
Barcelona 6, Villarreal 1 Valencia 1, Las Palmas 2 
Mataga 1. 


WRN 


~~ 


1, Real Madrid 
2, Valencia 

3. Deportivo Conina 
4. Celta Vigo 

5. Rayo Vallecano 

6. Barcelona 

7. Alaves 

8, Villareal 

9. Valladolid 

10, Athletic Bilbao 
UU, Numancia 

12, Real Oviedo 

13, Osasuna 

14, Las Palmas 

15. Espanyol 

16. Malaga 

17. Real Mallorca 
18. Real Zaragoza 
19. Racing Santander 
20. Real Sociedad 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Hansa Rostock 0 Hertha Berlin 2, SpVgg Unterhaching 0 
VEL Wolfsburg 3, VIB Stuttgart 3 Hamburg SV 3, TSV 
1860 Munich 0 Kaiserslautern 4, Cologne 2 VAL B. 0, FC 
Schalke 04 4 Eintracht Frankfurt 0, Werder Bremen 3 
Bayer Leverkusen 3, Energie Cot I Bayern Munich 0, 
Borussia Dortmund 1 $C Freiburg 0. 

wD 
$ 


ee ee Cre eR TCE C LEE 
Brveabasrsunssup 


BUUUAARABOUAUDAWABABAS 
PUN UE WM WoO-—we-H er 


12 
14 
8 
8 
10 
12 
8 
4 
4 
6 
4 
4 
4 
6 
3 
7 
4 
4 
4 
4 


iw — KNW Ke SoU R aw 
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1. Schalke 04 
2. Borussia Dortmund 


3. Bayern Munich 
4, Hertha Berlin 

5, Hamburg SV 

6. Bayer Leverkusen 
7. 1860 Munich 

8. VIL Wolfsburg 

9, Kaiserslautern 

10. Eintracht Frankfurt 
11. VEL Bochum 

12, Hansa Rostock 

13. SC Freiburg 

14, Werder Bremen 

15, VIB Stuttgart 

16. Cologne 

17. Energie Cottbus 

18. SpVgg Unier 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


Sparta Rotterdam 1 Feyenoord 4, Vitesse Ammhem 3 Ajax 
Amsterdam 2, RBC Roosendaal 2 Graafschap 
Doetinchem 4, Twente Enschede 1 Fortuna Sittard 1, 
Willem Il Tilburg 6 Utrecht 2, Heerenveen 1 RKC 
Waalwijk 1, PSV Find. 0 NEC Nijmegen 0, Roda JC 
Kerkrade 2 Groningen 0, AZ Alkmaar 3 NAC Breda 1. 


BH RUNG ee BNE wWeomw 


Albania 
Finland 


Germany 
Finland 
Albania 
Greece 
England 


Next matches: March 24 
England v Finland, Germany v Albania 


2. Feyenoord 

3. PSV Eindhoven 

4. NAC Breda 

5. Roda JC Kerkrade 
6. Willem II Tilburg, 
7. NEC Nijmegen 

8 RKC Waalwijk 

9. Ajax Amsterdam 
10. Twente Enschede 
1); Heerenveen 

12, AZ Alkmaar 

13. Graafschap 

14. Groningen 

15. Utrecht 

16. Sparta Rotterdam 
17. RBC Roosendaal 
18, Fortuna Sittard. 


FRENCH FIRST DIVISION 


AJ Auxere 0 Girondins Bordeaux 2, Strasbourg 0 

Nanves 5, Stade Rennes I RC Lens 0, Sedan 2 St Etienne 

1, Metz 2 Troyes 2, Lille | En Avant Guingamp 1, 

Glympique Lyon v ‘Toulouse — postponed, Bastia 0 

Monaco 2, Paris St Germain 2 Olympique Marseille 0. 
P 


Kee RIO ee eee 
ORR NRL UN NRULNUU ER EUAE 
HOm=pecusnuauuane=ss 


1, Paris St Germain 

2. Bastia 

3. Monaco 

4, Sedan 

5. Girondins Bordeaux 

6. Lille 

7. Troyes 

8. RC Lens 

9. Stade Rennes 

10, Nantes 

11. En Avant Guingamp a 
12. Mew 

13, Olympique Lyon 10 
14, Olympique Marseille 11 
15. AJ Auxerre ul 
16. St Etienne i 
17, Strasbourg m1 0 

18, Toulouse 10 4 6 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Eendracht Aalst 0 Club Bruges 2, Westerlo 2 La 
Louviere 1, Harelbeke 1 Mechelen 0, Anderlecht 2 
Ghent 1, Charleroi 1 Lokeren 0, Beveren 0 Standard 
Liege 3, Sint-Truiden 3 Germinal Beerschot 2, Antwerp 
| Excelsior Mouscron 0, Lierse | Genk I. 
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1. Club Bruges 
2. Anderlecht 

3, Standard Liege 

4, Charleroi 

5. Excelsior Mouscron 
6 Westerla. 

7. Lierse 

8. Ghent 

9. Lokeren 

10. Germinal Beerschot 
11, Genk 

12. Beveren 

13. Harelbeke 

14. Sint Truiden 

15, Antwerp 

16, La Louviere 

7. Aalst 

18. Mechelen 


HI MOUA RNA NUU noe 


0 Ukraine 
2 Armenia 


PWDL 
2140 
3 o1 
3 i] 
3 1 
3 1 
3 2 
Next matches: March 24 


Ukraine v Belarus, Norway v Poland, 
Armenia v Wales 


SOUTH AMERICA 


Re 


Viswcwscocworocs 
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AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — OCTOBER 17 , 2000 2 


NATIONAL LIBAVG UTE 


J 
1 


° |S 


oO 

o};F 

olin 

oO t 

oO 

oO 
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‘SOUTH MELBOURNE 1. 


PARRAMATTA POWER 


_—_ 


| 


1 |] 


| 
i 
| 


| 


1 1 ie 0 0 he Pea ee RS ere | 
MARCONI STALLIONS 0 2 OPO. 08000. 100th 28 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 1 + 0 0 2 OMeM1 1 0 0 2. O0}0 0 0 0 0 0 
CARLTON SC fot 00. 2 1 Oo 0 0: 6-07-0141 0 =e 2 1 
SYDNEY UNITED to 6 SE tO 0 2 1 [00.8 8 08 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS |1 1.0 0 2 1 mo 0 0 0 O Oj1 1 6202 2ea 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES! 1.0. 1 0 1 1 MMi O 41 O 1 1/0 0 00-0: 20 
PERTH GLORY PaO Or ee OO OOO 0s O OU tt 
NEWCASTLE UNITED S04 ee Ged: Or 0 0 0. OAR Oot 
EASTERN PRIDE Fe Ae ee 4 ON ee 0 00 
BRISBANE STRIKERS ae er ae «0 Eee ree ee es ee Ee Se a 
CANBERRA COSMOS 00 ho ce Ot 0 Te FO 0 0 0 0.8 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 6 0 tee O00 00. 00 OO tT 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE OOo te oe TO Ot tS PO 0 6: 0 0 0 
FOOTBALL KINGZ 0 0 1.0 2Mmo 0 0 0 0 O}1 0 0 1 02 

0.20 4270 2 (a sac Sey mes 0 eee ony 0 eae 0 ey © i Meee a 5) 


MARCONI Si 2 
(C.Gibson 64 & 92) 


Venue: Parramatta Stadium Crowd: 5,299. Referee: M: Breeze 
Contione: taiahits 23 lone tS 

Red Card: Bennett PP} 46 

Teams: PARRAMATTA: Pogliacomi, Barrett, Elrich, Orlic, Tobin, 
Gaifihe Eagleton 81), Blagojevic (Bemy 70), Thompson, Thorp, Clark 


(Miller 70), rage 
Maisano, Bove arc 3, Farah, J.Gibson, Renaud: 


Venue: WIN Sid. Crowd: 5.443, Referee: S.Micallet. 
Cautious: Versio HRN Huxley (WW) Junior (PG). 


(Roach 50} 


(Surjan 78pen} 


Venue: Mobil Park Crowd: 1,576. Referee: G. Connolly: 
Meeypeanri et Wieczorek (NU) 83. 


UNITED 


